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Ii RAY: But if God he abſolutely and unchange- 


. : ably good, how comes it to paſs that hte 
—YY 5 fo much el in the world * ? ---- This 


| thought : 


* Some of the Antients Gen to hive tl thought, that there 
was no other poſhble method of explaining the preſent con- 
ſtitution, but by running into At} 1/17: and ſubſtituting unt. 

_ «erſal Fute in the room of a Pr evidence, or avi moral. 
government. It is not my buſineſs, in the preſent argument. 
to confute this ſcheme of Fataliſm ; but only to try to nc 
count for the exiſtence of evil in ſome different way, that 
is conſiitent with the belief and acknowledgment of 4 
Deity: And this I have attempted in the following. 
iſco rſe. — Others, agnin, had recourſe to tavg eternal 
def eue, Piu, of contrary qualities and diſpo- 
Lions; O of V hom they imagined to be the author 
of all the g2:7, the other of all the i in the univerſe. 
his was a chief article of the old Magian ſuperſti- 
tion; and ſeems to have been eſpoulſcd by Plutarch, Who 
_aſeribes it to ſeveral of the Gree! philoſophers. Vit, 
Crd irerth 05 Vaude li- Tual Srflem, p. "Wy, 54 33 EC. It was like- 
wie the doctrine v1 the . tr. and Manicheans, who | 
„ e ctended Chriftians, tho' diſo ned and condemned 


„de Ohrifian church, But Zerdiitu, or, as the Giri! 


4m, him, Porraftres, reformed the Maogian ſcheme, bs. 
t rνẽ Sing one infinite ſelf exitlont Bring, ſuperiur to th. 
eppobte Principles of Light and DA A, whom he denie q 
=, 10 f , Carte, and #blolutely ,h 2t; and yet ſup. 
| ve „ hat from the mi ture of the ſe, all good and evil 
#1; rung ; that it thete two had not been 1 together, 
tie world had not exiſted ; und that they riſe againſt each |: 
other, and. content for victorv, but in the end light : 
We hall conquer tayhnri:, and g⁴⁰ T Ard that he 
| might not be ch. rged with meme the ſupreme God the 
thor of eil, he taught, | that thi- rt aud grcateſt of 
Bang, | 


* : 8 * * 


* 
1 
* 
* 


And the underſtandings of Men being nar- 
row and confined, their paſſions too fre- 
quently unruly, and their prejudices _ 
mn SA of Religion, when they have 
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thought has naturally ſuggeſted itſelf both $ SERM. 
10 /tadious inquirers, and "[reptical cavillers. E J. 


been 


Peings 1 3 and tl la oaly Light 3 and 
that Darine/; followed it by conſequence, fellowed | It 25. 


the ſhadow does the perſon.” Hyde de Relig. Vet. Pes 
p. 163 & 299. 1 need not attempt to contute this Hips. 


the /is, becauſe as the peculiaritics of it are mere imagine 
rion and ble, and built on no one plain and certain prin 
= x ple of reaſon, this 1s a ſufficient objection againſt admit. 
ling it to be the true account of the conſtitution and ſcheme = 


of things. And to ſhew the abſurdity of the Manichear 


e of two independent Principles, it ha- bez 2N jut!) 5 


obſerved, that if two ſuch Brings are conf er 'd as directs; 
oppoſing each other, it i, impoſlible for us to conceive, hoy, ENT 
either g or exi/ can exiſt; there being, on the one hand, G | 


juſt ſo much Wildon d power to Mins 17 the effect, 
there 1 IE, ON the other, o preduce. it. The only way ui 


avoid this conſequence i, by luppoſing the m to beaugrec d. 


aud to act in concert. And the ly 7mm; inablr arg of fuck 


{NM Agree nant a muta) conſent, that the proportion of gol | 
and cal in the univerſe ſhould be canẽtly FOUR. Put We not : 
only ſce, that a very gre: it part of the CDM Hie h ſub Gifts in 5-1 
the world js cauſed by néting iu duct op; poſition to Nine, 

in 2 hay a manifeſt tendency to 924/ en the whole ; ba. 

15 far as our c. Perience and ol; ſer tion reach, the 1 reclie!; 
al mmi:turcs of good and « C1 _ ar Tal tay to be entirely bi 
merical; ſince the one, or the other, every where propor. 
deratc;. The BManihor wi It 14 1 au, that, notwith- 
Randine this, ere may be a bebe, Meredith 
EE 5 
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violent; they are apt, either through im- 
perfect views of things, or the ende or 
corrupt appetites miſleading and clouding 
the judgment, to account of all the evils, 
that happen in the creation, as fo many 
ſpots and blemiſbes in the Divine govern- 
ment. And ſince theſe evils have not only 
be en in former times, but are at this day, | 


celpolt te to the univerſe. in general. To which J anſwer, 
hat, in juſt reaſoning, it belongs not to him to have re 
| courle to the ſuppoſition of what may be the caſe »por rhe 
<»hole, but to the afferter of one Firſt Cauſe of all things. For 
the foundation in reaſon for introducing a Principles 
is this, that the appearances of evil are ?1:p9fſible to be re. 
conciled w ith. the belief and acknowledgment of but one 
P'rinciple, poſſels'd d of perfect noodnefs. But this impoſe 
bility can never be proved, if all things may, upon the 
| wi hole, tend to goo 3 ; Which is ther- fore e BIOS that 
© the advocate for 6ne Principle has a rg FY to male: But, 
in the natural cure of the argument, the Manichee ihe | 
not even to aſſert his opinion, and much Iet> has he a right 
to desc my it by Putt ting Calls of what may be the 4. werial | 
and en ſtate of thinge, till he has ſhewn, twat it cannot 
7 ibly be, nas, that it could not be 4% gu to be, good 


upon the whole; and, of conſequence, tar the appearances 


of evil, and the exiſtence of one good cauſe of the entire 


frame and conſtitution of Nature, are ſry incon-_ 
5 fillent ideas, which deſtroy cach other. From whence . 

it fol! owe, by way of Corollary, That che bare y ſhewing 
how it is poſſible th at theſe ideas may be perfe Aly conlilent, 


1; a ſutkcient confutation ot the Mar, bel dectrine. 


urged 
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urged as a moſt ſormid. ble bie tion „gainſt 8 


e 


the Supreme 70 0%/elgi and £9642: 5 and in- 


deed againit the very being oi a God; 1 


ſhall make this aft: zulty, which is 2ppre- 
bhended to contain the main ſtrength of the 


Atbeiſtie ſchemc, the ſubiect of che follow 
ing diſcourſe; and necd uſe no other argu- 


5 
Sp R NI. 
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yk „ 


ment, beſides the vait bon. aero of it in 
itſelf, to engage your attention. 017 has 


been commonly diſtinguiſned into two 


kinds, natural and ino, al----} ſhall begin 
with an inquiry into the 077977 of moral. 


evil, and endeavour to vindicate che Pro- 


vidence of God in the permiſſion of Ws 
And then, SECONDLY, 1 ſhall add a few 


obſervations Concerning Pati al evil. 


Þ IRST, 1 am to inqu tire into the 97 vim, 
. and endeavour to account for 2 or een, 7 


moral evil.” This « Qu acſlion has rag the 


. greateſt wits of antiquity ; and, for. ny 
Ages, conſounded the reafon and Kill 


8 Philo! ſophers, un-cnlighte ned and unai- 1 


ſiſted by revelation. But Chriſtianity nus 


17 preſented us with an caſy way of ſolving 
a difficulty with reſpect to Malina ad 
d the lame may be applied to ll relligent : 


3 ” Rings) 


—ͤ—— — 


— 
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Boings) by informing us that thev are ra- 


tional and free creatures, and that all moral 
_ evil ſprings entirely from helf gion abuſe of 
their natural liberty; Directly to this pur- | 


Poſe are the words of St. Fames a few 
verſes before the text, where he expreſſes : 


hinfelf thus : Let no Man ſay, when he is 


tempted, I an: tempted ö God: For Grd = 
_ eannot be! zempted. worth evil, neither tempret 
be any man. But c&ery man ts tee 
oben be fs drawn away of his mon tuft, and 


5 enticed.” Then dc hen luſt hath concei«: ed, it 


bringeth for th fin ; aud fin, cc hen it is finiſh- 


"ot; br ingeth forth death. Now that this is 
the true ſcheme, or in other words, that : 
5 all thoſe wrong determinations and purſuits, 


uch conſtitute meral FI ou, were not ori- 
7 or #/, ential to us, but owing to a v. 


teny > hn of our f. iculties, will appear to be 
very probable, i if we ſet aſide the argumente 


tt On the perfections of (70: d. fr ies taking 4 


ſhore view of Human nature itſelf. For . tap 


18 Hunan natur: 2 hat not this the right notion 


En, wit, a hierin, condutting 


: "00? d governing ae paſlions?” And. 5 


; therefore, * hen the paſtions prevail ant 1 


7 caſon, muit 5 be : che” 1 and 
. 1 | irregular 


75 qr hate? Shall v we 1 our ides of . 


Human nature from the brutal part of it, or 
from the more noble and excellent, the 7 


telle&tual ?.-- Nature is 4 general term to 


denote thoſe laws by which che Creator 


wy 
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governs the univerſe, and the eftablijhed 4 


order of things. | Now this or der, with re- 


ſpect to Mankind is, © that the underſtand- 
© ing, and reflection, ſhould preſide over | 


© the animal frame, and regulatc its in- 


cc clinations and defires.” 80 that whatever 


in their temper or conduct i 18 contrary by. 


85 the dictates of reaſon, whatever is evil ang 


vicious, is incrdinate, and conſequently 


unnatural. 


Ion hire it may be obſery ed far ther, 
that am not obliged in this part of my diſ- 
cCourſe to prove the liberty of human actions, 


becauſe all moral evil plainly ſuppoſes it; | 


and, on any other ſcheme, 15 NO more than 


aweokneſsand imperfection of Nature v hich 
* > "has nothing criminal in it. And therefore 


the Scripture account of it muſt be the only 
Juſt account, if there be indeed any ſuch 

thing a moral th, or any other beſides 
natur al evil in the univerſe. _ Let . 
now ſee. how the Providence of God 


Ya SEES ay . 


. 
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\ may be vindicated, with reſpe Q to thi: 


corrupt and irregular ſcene of things. 


1 F. e leave to premiſe, that I 


ſhall here content myſel if with making 
fome pla un and br ef icmarbes directly re- 
Qt 2ttion in particular 5 and 
reſcrve, to the latter Part this diſcourſe, 


4 


other more general. Contiderations, which. 
may be app ed to the ole e controverſy 


about 4 oil and h: Ip. 10 remore Ts TS diſi— 


4:5 2 WE 5A +4 
CE tires Ul dat ELL end | + SY 


Tur fofibriity of moral evil of: ily 

$0 
4 1: n 5 L, 7 : rey — 4 14 | 
101108 1012 ſuppe Tha V. 1 - 7225 to 


exiſt, and that they ate It to the 
mie: of their iberry. An a fince the latter 


is no more tha 11 ſulfe: ing creatures to act 


ATCC obly tot 671 2 faculti 


Heir Nature he whole; The quiry is reduc >: 


within a narrow compaſs, and terminates. 
an this ſingle PO nt hetlier it be CO! whit 
ent with the: verſect 1018 of God tn 67 at- 
nes Ofenty, Pat POW to which of the Di- ; 


vine attributes, can it be f t{uppos'« 'd, that the 


naking Bein 88 Selk with liberty i IS re- 


pugnar t ?. — Nor urch to juſtice, becaule 


!uch a being may be caf Iv conceived to be 
vaſtly preferable 0 not being; Hax: it may, 


In 


, and the law of | 


of moral and natural evil. 


in many circumſtances, be a very def: cable” 
and eligible ſtate : For inſtance, where 


the temptations to vice are ſo few and in- 
_ conſiderable, that they arc not likely to 
have much influence. And , conſequently, 
tis ſo far from being in gene, 'al inconſiſtent 


9 
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LAWS £ 


with the notion, chat the great Author and 


SGovernor cf the world is a ghcous, or even 
a be movolent being ; that it may 7e, bea 


convincing and undeniable demonttration_ = 


of his grodveſs. if it be urged, that al- 
lowing it may prove e the Deity to be benc- 


volent, it is not, however, the wiſeſt way 


of purſuing the good of the whole ; 1] answer, 


How is it Poſſible that we ſhould know 
that? Are we capable of comprche. ding 
the vaſt deſigns of an Infinite mind? Or 

can we Judge diſtinctly of all the ends ang 


wes that may be anſwer d in the unt v 


of Beings, even by creating free agents 
of different orders and degrees — Ohjce- 5 
tions of this kind, wh Eg are in truth not 
levell'd againſt the goodneſs of God, but 
againſt ks Wiſulom only, n taking tlie ot 5 
proper methods to promote the general 
happineſs, are attempts to argue where 8 
| have no e to proceed upon; and 
mull 5 


is ſufficient to convince us, that the genera! 


notion of free agency, and, in conſequence 
of that, of e poſſibility of moral evil, is 


neither a reaſonable objection againſt the 


10 
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muſt therefore be extremely raſh and arro- 
gant. So that this ſhort view of the caſe 


exiſtence of a Firſt Cauſe of all things abſo- 


lutely perfect; nor againſt the belief of a 


wiſe and a gracious providence, 
Bur I am inclin d to think, that, even in 


: 5 the opinion of thoſe whourge this difficulty, : 
the chief ſtrength of it does not lie here. 
I chall therefore go on to vindicate the 


conduct of Providence, with reſpect to 0 


the or iginal of” evi in the preſent circum- . 


8 We; of Mankind, according to the ex- 


plication which the Chriſtian religion has 


given of it, 2E. that by one man in n enter 'd 
into the world, and death by fin: The 


truc account of which I rake to be this. ö 


5 That Adam, w ho was form'd perfect ac 
cording to the de gree of Human nature, with 
— 2 healthful body, and a clear and vigorous | 


mind, his reaſon having an entire command 
over his affections, wilfully violated the law = 


of his Trial; the puniſhment of which, by. 


the wiſe appointment of the Creator, Wat 


0 ath, e 
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death, Immediately upon this, and per- SE RM. 


haps as the natural effeft of the tranſgreſ— 
lion itſelf, his bodily conſtitution beni N 


diſordered, and had in it the ſeeds of c- 
ruption and mor tality. And now being 


himſelf diftempered, and liable to death, * = 


1 could convey no other than a mortal body 


to his offspring. This diſtemper i in our 


 enimal frame muſt of neceſſity affect the 


mind, conſidering the cloſeneſs and inti- . 
macy of their union. For exper ience tench- 


es us, that bodily diſorders, ariſing from a 


corrupt ſtate of the blood and humours, 
and cauſing irregular motions in the ſont . 
tive part, Fa in ſome degree cloud the #7} 
 derſlanding, and inflame the paſſions ; from | 
whence _ temptations to vice, by 1 Which 
tis diſcovered, whether Men will be 8 
verned by re afoni, or appetite. And as this 


diſtemper 1 18 var icus, according to the diffe — 


rent ae a by which Mankind, ſince tlje 
fu ſt defect: on from the rectitude of Human . 


nature, have corrupted 1 themſelves, and one 


; another; there muſt of neceliity be dari- . 


ons clinar ions, working more or leſs} pow- . 
© rtully 1 in different conſtitutions. It may 


5 WoW be my d, how. it agrees W ith the moral 
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Pert of 1 aun ſpeclally with 
his gαν0ußs, to fuer Mumnkind, through 
OC offencc, to which they were 0g way 
acceikry, to fall, under fuch . hjadwen- 
tages with reipect to the practice of virtue, 


and fach! be, 0 vier. Tü, F 
think, is the objection in its full foie, 


Which I now: pri cced to anſwer. Let it 


*. . 
juſt be premik d, that the difficul, IS Whien 


Mankind lat under, arc not, up this 


; 3 9 TED . ; 18 V \ a * N 17K 
ſcheme, inflicted as c 1 ape in „ 


but are ( the ee COnfeqnc ders c 


| Adomi's hu, 4114 „re 11 - agrees in 8 


general Witt i fertections C { God Wo 


place th cn! 1 much | N: 


et the mt my 


gerd to their own danerin, LH un make no 
di fie Fence, Whether ti. bc 


22 me 4 at att. 


5 of his Þ; 10 e ee Ci. 495 MH; tn al reſult of 


7 


that courſe of things v WII ty he at fart] ef": 


tabliſhed. Au to . "ne licate the Divine - 
conduc: 723 this affair, let! it be conlidered, 


Finsr, That 1 Is 40 iglate goodneſs of 


Gd d 2s not oblige | him 10 make all intelli- 5 
gent Beings of the molt por fect 91 der pojuble, 
enducd wich the highie ſt degrees of reaſon, 


lib Fo and 1 rale 0% ellen NCC; but that there 


may be A variciy in this is. well as in 


C ther 1 


1 5 mor: 2 work e 110 ay 


os moral Und natural 60. 


1 her ſpecics * * 105 Atures. Por 20 One Cal! 8 1 R NM - 


doubt, but that the communic ation of joo10- 


ral degrees of rational perfection, below 7% 


hirbeſt of all, is communicating a very 


great go; and, conicquently, an undeni- 


able proof of the gggdneſ of the Creator. 


SxconDiy, If t be ſuitable to our idea of 


-- the g goodneſs c God, to make c i995 orders 


| of intelligent Beings, with fſroeral different 


powers and ey cellen Cics; h 10. ſhall Wc {ci 


Pounds to this div rſity since none of 
us c: i: pretend to be certain, I nay | ine * : 


ry | linde we ha ve not kn, owl «der ge and ex- 


pericnec enough on which to Sund t the 


 leajt bsh, Milt: ol at mere ic WII dom, even 


in the furt of che main cad of all the 


Divine adnuniſtrations, , the general Pap —- 
eſs, s not me At eminently dt. Play ed in 


the greatelt Vo ty of Teatlun able a nd fre 


agents. Thus 1 tar then the argument . 


oli all -<-"Thar / / free. e 74 0 * 11 | genera, 2nd 


þ the natur al conſeguence of it-—Thc 92 5 
bility of mora! <1 /-—-That : vet in the 


1 


_ he hewn / nt to to l. 0 ee the « whole. = 


of there- 


. tha t an rnd. ler 101 e 
noble Var 40 'y, | With reſpect to the Co Pacitic 5 
85 and circumita necs ot rec: 20 gente, Can eve 9 
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therefore we can haveno lure foundation on 


which to conclude, that the /aweſt degrees 
of intelligence and liberty are inconſiſtent 
 withthe abſolute goodneſs of the Firſt Cauſe, 
if we only conſider the univerſe of ratio- 


nal Beings as ore „stem or conſtitution, com- 


i pounded of various parts ; nothing re- 
mains, unleſs 1 it be to prove : 


IN the THIRD place, that what we have c 


0s ſuppos d may be wwiſe and fat r pon the bole 


can be doing no real Wwro7g Or injury to par- 


Liculars; or, in other words, that thoſe free 
agents, "who belong to the /oroeft claſs, have 
no cauſe to complain of being unrighteouſl; * 


dealt w ith. And if we willallow this funda- 


7 mental principle of equity, f « That nothing 
can be expected from the various orders of of 


© intelligent Beings, but what | is Propur- 


« 1ign'd to their ſeveral powers, and that 
85 this anuch will be ftrictly required of all,” 


| "the: point TY clear beyond all reaſonable | 
contr adiction. For it four degrees « of ge 


be required, where there are four degrees '” 
futter, and but che degree of gad Where 
there are is but one degy ce of porcer 3 ; and Ir: -.- 


| the one degree of poucr be as capable of pro- = 
ducing the one dcgrec of Gd, "3 as the four 


© degrees 


of at: and natural evil. 


degrees of potter are of producing the . SR. 
degrees of good, the two caſes, in reſpect J. 


of ;uft and fair treatment, are brought 
to an exact equality. And thus the diffi- 
culties which Mankind at preſent labour 
under are ſufficiently accounted for. For ſtill 


"reaſon is the ſuperior principle capable =: 


regulating the paſſions; and Man is as able 


of him, and exactly proportioned to his 
ſtrength, as ſuperior Intelligences are able 
= perform their larger ad; more extenſive 
duty. This, I fay, with what went be- 
tore, fully vindicates the conduct of Pro- 
vidence fo far as the controverſy about 
moral evil is concerned. But if reaſon, by 
any unavoidable misfortune, be 10 3 
ed and impaired, that Men are not ral 
"Intelligent, and free; this, as in the caſe of 


Tdeots, and all the actions that proceed from 5 


it however wild and injurious, are only 155 
ati al els. Which I now Proc coed, 


Is the 5ECOND place, to confider” And 7 
1 it may be thought the more ncedful, = 
cauſe, by my manner of treating the ſub- 
ect A great deat ot what bu beo en gc- 


. 
rale 


* 
not 
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nerally imagined to belong % moral evil. 
has been thrown upon natural; and, con- 


ſequently, the difficulty on that head is 


confiderably increas d. Let me juſt ob- 


| ſerve, before I come directly to the point, 
tat it matters not, whether the cvils com- 


plain d of are immediately from the hand 


of God, or reſult from ſettled laws f 


nature; fince in both caſes they are his 


determination. and chice, and equally ne- 
ceſſary to be accounted for by every one 


who would defend his perfections. Natural 


evils may be reduc d, either to thoſe which 


arc common to all, as well as abſolutely 
neceſlary from the frame and conſtitution 
of the univerſe; or to penal evils; or elſe 
to ſuch as are acc by Beings who _ 
att 6 eely, and are the voluntary inſtruments _ 
of cvil to one another. 1 ſhall propoſe a 
few obſervations relating to cach of theſe. 


Ix the FIRST place, let it be obſerv'd, 


that nothing is pr operly an evil, which it 


1s inconſiſtent with the perfections of God 


to permit or appoint, but what deſerves 
. that character upon the <lole. And this 


we cannot pretend to ſay of any thing we 
Ie acquainted with; nor indeed 1 any 


natural - 


07 moral and natural ' evil, 


1 e evils that are of a limited duration. 
lt is very poſſible, that they may have a ten- 
dency to promote the more ſolid and du- 


rable happineſs of Individuals (after ſevera) : 
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-ntermediate conſequences, which we are 


t00 ſhort-ſighted to trace) as well as the 
1 general good of the Creation. Nor can W § 
gemonſtrate, or even argue the contrary | 
with any probability. Anett we can like- 
__ wiſe comprehend all the infinite variety of 
defigns that an all-wiſe Being may intend to 
ſerve by particular occurrences, and tho- 
roughly underſtand the whole plan of his 
government, the connection of the ſev eral 
parts of it, and their rej >rence and ful he. 
ordination to cach other. It muſt, at le: alt, | 
be paſt diſpute, that what ſecms ru 
in the preſent {tate may be rectified 3 in ſome 


future ſcene of exiſtence; and the preſent 


5 pain be vaſtly o hell dhy the ſuccecd- 
ing pleaſure. And thus the wr ſalon and 
goodneſs” of. God, notwithſtanding. ſome 


dark and gloomy APPLATANCCs, will be 


World. For nothing Can rationally be el- 


: eminently. diſplay' d in the frame. of the 


teem'd fuch on evil, as. is an argument | 
either of injuſtice or Crt c in the | 


ot: II. 8 3 Who 


— ͤ— 


—— 


— 
* 
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* 
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"I R MI. V. ho appoints it, . hich Ins a1 tur ah ten- 


dene V to P/ FGAUCC, Or by the tune ADDON 


Lent WW III be / How a. by il more cxtenſixve 
185 latting god. And this, we may turly 


: preſume, will at laſt be tound to hol I ix uc. | 
with reſpect to all the 0 eie, wils 


that any part - of the Cre: ation ſufters. 
Lr it be (arther obſery d, that 4 great. 


deal of W. hat We call natural ewil ſprings 
Tron things that are of fingular uſe, from 
Air, l ate, Fire  Lieltnine, &c; which are 


Abſelurely necetlary, in the preſent ſtate, for 


. preſervation ft particular per ſons, | the 


welfare of Societies, and to heighten Our 


reliſh of | plcaſut e and happinefs. T NC an pc- 
tite 8 of Me 90 and Thiry! arc uncaſy fell 

| tions; but Ver of vreat. cl antage 10 Put us 
in wind hen. wnre isch. witcd, ndv ants 

to bc Feparr, 4. aud o excite a and quicl: en us 
to the lupport ON 11 


I (11018: 0 are Our 7 77707 


ful p cep 01S not only disc u, rie r 


7 1 WNT 0 the di: orders. Of | the bodily 


lrame but in a good en point gut 
tlic 12277 ure of chem; „And conſe quently ti- 

rect to the right methods of c Thy oF 

dender ws more ſentible of the 3 of 2 
br, {th late, and nore: Cate | ef] © tor refers. . 


"lee j 8 .. | N 1 
5 5 [ CATE $5 v a „* „ 8 ” TS 2 
97 | L, Ci / (1! 2 Hits itt 01h " of . 


it; eIpecially Dy av „ing, hae (FF OL 28 


and w1manly excclics, which, toocther with 
weakening the Body, corrupt and debate | 


the Mind. To all which we may add, that 


the mſoric 5 we have endured, of. any Kind, 
make us more apt to commiſe rate our F el 


lowcreatures ; and, by! impr OVING Winne 


and 7endvr affect fans in us, evidently ſub- 
ſerve the gencral 600d. The 1X10 (gu- 
8 | COIN of Parents for the liſe and W el 5 2 of 
Ser Children, v hich | 151 ſtrong paſſion 


that prod UCCs ma ny troubl, gane refleftions, 
has not only a manifeſt tendency | 


Ty 


: ſtrengthen the lenſe 0. ial dic: y: ; but pro- : 


. vides, in the mot effectual manner, for 


: the ſupport and ve {ucot19 of thoſe. W ho: Are 
able to take no care of the 3 without 
. which the World would be won i; mheepled, : 


* 8 p . : 


OT degenerate into oh aucb and beurbarity, 


And even the mol? exccl/ors paſhons of Hu- 
man nature, Which arc the Ip: FT GE il 


that id great and gens, and ablotatcly 


? 


neceflary to e wh [114754 unde - 


Wing „ mut! always bre the [ji 85 
5 1.7 10 I ne pain; and Inter ing LOA , for CN 


aun ple, the. broe Of What 45,7 ll; 1 And 


Mb mult. in the nature 1 thing, 


2 


Of moral and natural evil. 


8 E RM. be ſucceeded by 4 froportimoble uneaſinefs,, 


. 


or removed, from us. Not to mention, 


when the object of this paſtion } is with<ld, 


that the barely having ſuch principles 


within us clearly implies in it, that, by 


tal and miſplaced affections, we may mul- 


tiply the cauſes of our miſery; and bring 
upon ourſelves, and others, innumerable 


evils, befides hat immediately (pr: ing from . 


the 678 nul and r gullar Nate of Nature 


And as it has been alrcady proved, that it is 
confifteat with the w dom, juſtice, and | 


0 eoodnch of God to create free agents, and 


place them in a ſtate of 7 ial; ; and as, in 


uch a probationary fate, natural evils are 


very proper for the exerciſe, Iniſros ement. 
and caffe, mation of our virtue; the conſe- 


QUENCE is plainly this, that they can be 18 ; 


juſt reproach to Providenc Cc; becaulc 1 it may 
fair ly be preſum . that they are appointed | 


with A benevolent and gracious deſign. 


and if they are rightly grove, | they 
may be a mcans to train us up, by a uſeful 
moral Dijc ipline, for a ſarteri Wh {tate of ex- 


iſtence, in which we thall enjoy the moſt 


- ON; lied honour and ſclicity. 


Lan: next to ſuggett + a few hints 5 
5 9 5 fence 
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15 Ns of Penal evils. Theſe are abſolutely SP * M. 


neceſſary to check the groteth of vice; and, 


85 by that means, to ſecure the rofitude and 


ſupreme happineſs of the moral Creation. 


CSS -- 


For if reaſonable Beings were ſuffered to go 
on in thoſe irregular courſes with /mprnity, = 
which are unberdening the dignity of their 5 
natures; the probable conſequence W ould. 


be bringing the eternal rules of virtue and 


 righteouſheſs| into cantempt, and introducing 


extreme d2/c7 der and miſery into theWorl ti 


"it muſt be a vaſtly leſs evil, if it be at... 


all an evil upon the whole, to take ſuch 


ſeemingly harſh and. ſevere methods = 


the great pain, or even. to the entire 
ö deftruction, of - particular perſons, than 


to ſuffer. wickedneſs to triumph, an nd 
give corrupt and miſchievous affections | 


an unlimited cope, to the li fan . 


ruin of the w hole Intellectual ſyſtem. 


that Penal -vils, denoting not only the * ** 
ive punifhments which God may inflict VVV 
ſinners, and the P ifbments wiſely inflicted _ 


; by Human laws; but all thoſe other miſe- 


res, which, caberjn this life, or through- 1 


but the whole of our exiſtence, arc the na- _ 


rural ( Jes of vic ious indulgences; z Penat Y 
| 8 2 cuil, 
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8 = 
"YY whole ſum of natural evils, appcar, for 


the reaſon above-mentioned, to be not only | 
conſiſtent with the dom and goodneſs of 
the ſupreme Governour of Mankind; but to 


be necefr; in the gover nment of an abſo- 5 
lu: ly pcrſc Ct Ping „ LE. * 1- 


Of moral and natural cui 


evils, Tay, Which, in this extenſive view, 


omprenend a very coi 12derable e part of thc 


* II order t to judge the more cleaily, whether + be 


* conſ!:! ſte Nt V. It] 1 the 7 gau 't 75 of (20: | 0 7 AN: 2 tlie imniquities 


and mor WUOTUCTS ot his Creatures, it may be proper for 


us to conſid. in whit manner it is prob ble he Would af 


if he wi 21 


0 Was a Nile 2 fle“ Being, WhO ad ieultimatelyi in hie : 


5 view to make his reaforal» ercatures miferable. — He 


ſecs that t dit, in the nature of things, tends to their 


| in * 8 and be to their $ $97 7 25. 6, II. buüneſs, there 


fore, nail be 1 toevitate and 8 ; their. Gere, and give 1 


an unbounded licen Ct _ fur p3/72r5.; Would he then, 


Can e th ine, pr FOR! 2.3 ol! 1 74ʃ 7 b to che practice 


Pr 


c noral coodurfe, and | tire ten ſcvere pin /pments to à life 
%% Thy can by; no means be imagiucd, - becauſe it 
mawlocicat hi- mam ee ould an wrnatues Fatlun, 


ho was ro oe to , manners. of his chi dren, 8 


reed ort heir extravicancics? W ould af» thee bent. 


* U 


111 order 10 6 e per ple, 11 enfecbling T AN 0 enen unting : 
their nuns by illini , und Li an, fant; 9 the fe VICCS ; 
or cm be, h y mark: of Ms peculiar e tei con trary | 


CT 


< . 4 | 4 ; if 4 
virtues, of TH,, Nene, and Judi, iy? The thing 


themilelves ure Wein Contra gie! 0s, . like manner : 


in the great Cor nant} of ratontl rgens, if their ſupreme 


; 1 n $ 4$%* x7; » %- ; *'s . 5 F ; 7 a ö 7 : 4 4 4% 1 1 Fin . * i 1 v — 13 0 — * fg” ©? 
AnOVErTi V1} Wels CET MRS TITER and e 140 , 
ry IN be ig am n: 55 Her 24 appr. tio 01 8 
; wo 05 FM rom mn 11 18 11 PP! Ghation 01 


Neri 2 1 4 4 my 4 Alu rexppinh 4260.3 that. ON- the CC T; 


my 
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Fix: A ELY; -A8 0 thoſe N of which 8 FE RN 

creatures that act freely are the voluntary | EB 

: * 2 * 5 1 5 4 Yn ; 
cauſes, If NY be ſaid, lat the pofſibility oY | 


of them certain follows. on. ſuppotit 


Hing 
fee og "nts to exiſt that the 7 Je. 752 
of them, if God can; as has been f. hewn, 
T FIRE ſuch Beings, mult be entirely 
rec oncilcable with the molt honc urable 15 
dn we can form of him; ſince 1 it is, in 
fact. nothing moe than the dcaving 
them to the uſo of their faculties And : 

that all the irregularities. and miſchicf, 
which : arc thus Oc afton” d by t! 0 ah Wh ot 

natural liberty, may be compleatly . 

fd in another ito te, and unſpe: tkably to 
the advantage Ol { the juocont ſufferer. 
. . aware. that it will be objected to 

Y what has bucn bf therto oft. Pd: That, 
8 dec 1, the owl; hie h We now behold, 


_ ourte les endur. 5 may 10 a men ns 0 pra- 


curing for us a greater. gal, and 


C5 cc (hm 5 


Ane 9 88985 nance and Op } rol; A TO — 80 tliat W 
9 1 impenitent ſinners is fo. far from. þ ing 1aconhitent 


Will he. cds 40. 2. Tur fs 61 the Dei 5 5 Tit it 18. -Þ1 


3 85 

guard 10 the gencral ge od, hic h is the ⸗ aul, tru 1 afor 
why they are: neniſh* 4." And it hit 1:ty probable l 

at the cale wo! 1. be quite the reverſe, if he Was a rut 


540 ow Being, 


£ * 


„ nch 


40 | 
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me over-ballanc d by ſucceeding Plegures 


in a future lite, that many natural evils 


may be uſcful, and even neceſſur y, in the 
Prefent fate, and while mankind conti- 
nue to be as they a c, partly Inteltgent, 


and partly Animal; 26d ht upon the 


 tuppotition ot moral evil, penal 1 is fit and 


reaſonable. But all this, though it be true, 


will not reach the main dithculty--- 8 For 
0 what need was there, that ſuch an 2m- 


cc 


5 feet ſyſtem. of creaturcs ſhould bc 
brought into being? What ned of 


& mere: eee with ſtrong ungovern d 


* * inſtincts, frequently tormenting to hei- 
< {e Ives. and injurious, nay deſtructive, 
to others; even to rational Beings, of TY 


« ſuperior order; who, in their turn, ty- 


ranize over, oppreſe, and are necef.-- 
tated. to deſtroy, the Bruie creatures ? | 
What need of ſuch a diminutive race 
of Intell, gent genus as inen are, im- 
priſond in bodies. th at are a conſtant : 
check to the vigorous operations of 
reaſon, and expoſe them to number- 
leſs wants and 7: ſeries ? | Creatures 


198 ſtrong paſſions, prejudices, and contra. 


9 


of ſuch limited moral powers, ſuch. | 
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ry inclinations; who by their vices may 


bring the evil of puniſhment on them 
„ Klves and be the occaſions of infinite 


25 
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calamitirs to each other ? Could not the 
all-wiſe and almighty Author of the uni- 


verſc have made all his Intelligent crea- | 


tures ſo perfect, as that! it mould be utter 


ly ;probable, that they would debaſe and 
corrupt their own natures, or make their 

own exiſtence, or that of their fellow- 
creatures, in any degree miſerable? 

£ Might not the inanimate material World : 
have been ſo framed, or at leaſt ſo 90. 
govern'd, as not to cauſe neceſſar y and 
nnavoidghle evil. to any of its rational : 
inhabitants? And though the preſent 

< ſcene of things ſhould be allow'd to be 
-  campiſtent ah the general notion of 
goodneſs z would it not have been more 
0 worthy fupre "me and infinite goodneſs, Eo 
to have communicated to all Beings the 

; agg meaſures of happineſs; or, at 
caſt, never to have ſuffer d ſuch mov- 8 
1 ing objecis of . if eſs, as common hu- 


Riapaly: reaches us to V. event, or, if 


that be beyond our power, ways 
5 Hrongly incl nes ns to POLO : * The: 


| qu cries, b 


„ 


on nig ani natural ml. 


queries, in which the whole force of 
the objections relating both to % 
and natural evil is collected, may feem 
very ſpecious and plaufible: But 1 hops 
they will be thought of no great mo- 
ment, when the follow ing TE Are 
conſider d. 335 Es os 
FiksT, That the pie of natur 1 
1 in fame degre, necetlarily reſults 
from ſuppoſing any Ahle Beings at all to 
crxiſt, though of the moſt excellent ſupe- 
15 rior order. For e n ſuch EX? Alted crea- 
turcs as theſe, throw h 1mper; 7 or falſe. 
views, to which. ev cry. finite underſtanding 
18 liable, mr ay be per plex. and wuncoſy 
themſclvcs, ond. the occaſions of trouble 
and fair to. others. 80 that the com- 
ram cating a being, from whence there 1 


in 72 ib10ity that evil ſhould ariſe, 4 not. 


e ke ge reneral con ſidcration of it, incon- 


liftent with the univerſal goodneſs of the 275 


1 Ilowcver it will Aill be ſaid, that 
there thr ld be as little 2 feflion and e EUs. > - 
15th CFC Can be. as And therefore 1 add, - 
; 45 x the'Sro o D place, That it has bee n 
already flew in the former part of this. 
by arſe hn at God 15 not obliged to create 
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»5 Bemgs but ſuch as are of the higheft S 


order poſtible, and enducd with the highcſi 
degrees of under/landing and moral excel- © 


fence ;, but that, without any blemiſh to 
bis character, there may be, for any thing 


fach ſhort- bghted ſhallow reaſoners as "we 


are can prove to the contrary, 4% infi nite 


Variety; not only Creatures of the leſt. 
rank of: Inte lligents, but mere Ani nals of 
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vaſtly 22 ent claſſes in the ſenũtive life; . 


and, conſequently, C adtly ſuch a ui ve 
as really exiſts. Nay, it 1s, I think, almoſt 


demonitrable, that a conſtitution Va di: ver- 


7 d may yield, por the xobole, the. greatefl 
wud; and be therefore moſt worthy a Being 
ſupremely perfect. — For it is poſfrole, that 


--— 05 


there moy 1197 be as many of the higheſt 


25 order of Intelligences, 48 the: re would 


ce 


«at 


"<> 


= Ws 


nite, fince there ca de no print of 


hae been, if only th; it fmgle 55 WA . had . 
been created. T he number could hot 


. 


then have bee n, e e ing, 71 


duration, in which the Deity, it not 
diveſted of his infinite wiſdom and 


0 wer, "cannot create oth er Beings, pol- . 


bo ſeſſed if the . une Capacities 1 cxcel- 
* lencies. Or if the number could be 
EE | | | | hg like 
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Inflacre, what J have afferted will gil 
hold true, . that it is pHſſible, that there 
may now be as many of the higheſt order 
of Intelligences, as there wald have 
been, if only that /ingle order had been 
created. And ſhould this which may be, 
actually be, the cate with reſpect to the 
higheſt or der; all the other claſſes of 
5 rational Beings, (in which we may fairly : 
: preſume, from what we know of our 
oꝛon Species, that there is a much greater 
proportion of happineſs than miſery upon 
the whole) will be an addition to the 
ſum total of good. Nay, if we ſuppoſe 
bY. (which | is, ſurely, 2 peſiible caſe likewiſe) | 
that chere are not only in the higheſt, 
but! in every ether, rank of Beings, riſing 5 
«ma regular gradation one above ano- _ 
ther, 7s man ny Creatures as there would _ 
have bcen, it each of theſe or ders had 
exiſted alme ; ; the leaving out any ſpe- 


„ cCies of mere Auimals whoſe pleaſir - 


exceed their fains, (which, it 18 moit | 
' reaſonable to believe from what Ne 
5 cy ſee of the goodneſs of the Creator, 


or coil be, | the caſe of all) muſt ſub- 
| _ | wo a 60 tr at 
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e tract jusT ſo much from the uni ve, verfal SERM, 
| 1a J. 


* happineſs.” + 


Ly us learn, from this diſcourſe, to cul- Doo 
tivate in our minds the higheſt reverence 
of God's moral character, and an honour- 
able opinion of his Providence. Under the 
cvils of life, let us behave with decency 5 
and reſignation, and not give way to 4 


peeviſh ſulten diſcontent. co. If any are: 5 


oOccaſiond by our own imprudence or-.- 
wickedneſs, let us be taught more difcre- 


tion by them, and a ſtricter adherence to 


the rules of virtue. --= And under thoſe 

which are unavoidable, and ſpring, neceſ- 

ſarily, from the eſtabliſſi d frame and laws _ 

of Natare, let ns compoſe ourſelves with 

' this rational and well. grounded reflection, jp 

that the <obole ſcene of Human affairs is 
5 conducted: by. mrs wiſdom, and upon: 


"4 The 72 ilility of the ak hs Gut cannot, { 
_ think, be diſputcd. And if it cannot, it neceſſarily follows, 


| that, notwithitanding the appearances of imperfection and ©: 
evil) in the world, there may exifla Being g abſolutely perfect, 


che only Creator of the univerſe, ant 41162 „of events; who 
may have forn!” d and order'd all thing for the beſt. And it 


f this on! 7 mc; be true, it follows as necrar. 7p thi! it bo! h 
ets Atheiſm, and the doctrine of ta Principl: 3, 0 far at le: © HM 


"as; they are built on * 1 ; ahje ion, dre gr. 15 Het, 5 and Fg 
by Purar; ſcheme. | | 
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the maxims of moſt exact and impartial 


-quflice, This thought will be of great uſe 


to us, not only to preſerve the reſpec? that 


is due to God, as our infinite Creator and 
ſupreme Governour ; but to alleviate and 
ſoften our cares, and tender our afflictions, 
"of every kind, more tole1 'able : And, be- 
ſides, we may Joytully hope for a better 
exiſtence hereafter, in which all thoſe 

things, which are now ſo ſorely complain d 
of as irreeularities and evils in Human 


tbe, will be perfectly rectified; and that 


N happy condition introduced (ar the moſt 
it and proper ſeaſon) which, in our reſtleſs 


and impatient hours we arc apt to imagine, 
” ought to have been che original ſtate of hs 


the rational Creation. 
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„ 0 D ho 1 thy Law! It id my 


Hou at 1271 w te day. 


1 AT the 1 92 here tas 8 5. 8K * Fg 
concerning hinſelf. 1 ml d. in 
ſome weaſi 105 de ile ent: 


. . N ] j in t 1 Þ 5 V x 17 aly 44, 500 
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155. 1 t 35 < . { Hit and ag ( fe , tler rules 8 

| v; irtuc and truc Rel 2101 1; becauſe of the b 

 imtrinlic 105 wa an d - re: 775 5 VE 


As apt, fas I'C ertaim train of thinkirs to 
50 which they have ech Jones accutor 


6.1, 


0 a pcculizr 1 turn Gi (lil e 5111 tio, to cxrry-this 
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to an extreme; throwing a ſort of contempt 


on every or motive and principle of vir- 


tue. Thus, to be moved by the hope of a 


reward is deſcribed as de -baſing moral good- 


neſs, and rendering it vulgar and merce- 


nary; and the being determin'd by a 
rity, tho' it be the ſupreme and unqueſti- 


8 orable authority of the Creator and Lord 


of the univerſe, in the opinion of the cb- 
jector, is acting from a kind of cn ſtraint, : 


and is therefore repreſented to be, at leaf 
MA comparative e ſenſe, ſervile and unge- 


nerous. Whereas, in truth, an authority that : 


x fit to be obeyed can include, in the idez 


| of it, no more of real conflraint. than rules 
that are to be obſerved, let them be 


conſider'd in ever ſo obſtratted a view. 


The influence of both | is ex- actly the ſame 


in kind: T hey muſt only be conſider d as 


motives, which are llt and important in 


. themt el es, and proper to work on rat. rionc? 


f Beings. 


Bun if this be 4 wrong way of think- 
g. it has, however, its obpofero errors, 


: Por; there are ſon'c, ! gain, whotalk of ſcarce 
any thir 59 3 but FO! T. garde: 1 5 if virtue and pi- 


Et lde deſerved to be choſen and pied 


for : 


or 


| | prchi ent thie. I £2 all, the ercſore | 
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tor the take of their own lewcliniiſs and SER M- 


PeCellentee. — And a par ty there til] re- 


mains (different fi om cach of theſe already. 


H. 


mention'd) who defcribe the regard that 


is due to the curhority of God, and the 
 oblication to promote. his ehry, not only in 
a way diſcouraging to V/77:e, and the pur- 
ſuit of e but confuſed and incom- 

11 the fol- 


| 


J 


loving difcourſe, cn eh our to explain tl this | 
hae matter impartizily, and with all 

-- the - diſtin nels J am capable of; by 
toning, o ma Wy 


= N 


Fi Rr, „That the love of virtue for itſelf, 
a regard to the authority of God, and a 
ſtrong detire and carneſt purſuit of private 


hap 3 are perſeclly confejt, "wt principles 5 
of action; and therefore 0 naht not ab/c- 
lute ly, and ; 777 gene! al, to be E aal to cach 1 
other. TE | 


Ny CONDLY, That 557 arc. all. thro | 


| juſt and rational p. inciples. A! id, 


\ Tr1zD) V. That they. Are not 2 


een | and | rational, but mnt farably 
eonneeted.. 1 


2 77 / PIP V5 Y 1c: ple Gf D. 


siche, that the Iove.of virtue for itſelf, 
regard to the 1 of God, and a 
frong deſite and carneſt purſuit of private 
h:ppincfs, ate perfectly content princi- 
- Py of action; - and therefore | ought not 


meld utels, and / gene, to be oppoſed to 


a HY 0 her, At Huld be mere trifung . 


attempt to Prove, that men may be in- 


Cline and determined to the ſome branches 
r predentiol or moral conduct by « different 


N and yet each Particular motive 
av have | is full weight, 7. c. all that the 
utile. nature an d impe ortance of it de- 


| eve; or th at * C: 1 in reaſon cl: im. For 


this is only ſup P ofing, that the duty of | 


17 


Teatonable. creatur es may be repreſented 


VS. lichte, a and tha: there are more 
arguments than he to enforce the pr. iflice 


of it. And one would think it Mould a 


little bear a diſpute, that an action, which 


25 ore oh ſtractedly confder'd is al ays right 


int th l, may [1 Kcveile TEN an act of obedi-. 


ence, OF A point t 5. 1 3 57 in other oy 


£ i 


| Words, tha 11 rea, 2 7, and all 0. ity, and 2 . 


| | Vale er "ONtOge ; ay all CONCUT, and Be⸗ - 
= come, 2 ebligati; 25. Buttizough this might it 


tho 't God has 10 right to cim 


| that ie, in its own 
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be fairly taken for granted, I thall give the SER NM. 


21 gument a More. thorough diſcuſſion, on 
the ſake of inquifitive or ſcrupulous mind 


who may be defirous to have oof 


uch great importance, as decides what 15 
the true principle of virtue, impartial iy 
ſtated, and elcared of all uicultics, 


FirsT then, If the practice of virtue 


tor its intrinſic excellence, and a regard to 
the Divine authority, are not c ebe 
principles, it mult be upon one Or other 
of theie three accounts, == C icher that c 
ue 1 is contrary to the * II 


* 


nd. what 


_ k# andy rod i initjt bf. r lie, chat thou! 


he may enjcun what 1 15 ch in itſelf, an. ned ; 


though it may | Oo proper 7 U t luis eren rules 


* 


uſcful; yet he 1 is refolved from mere aHi- 
_ xrary ple: es, andas an inſtance of deſpo- 
11 ſovercignt: tim at no regar vi my Ut be 


ov 


paid 10 che Fi C25 22 Blen'fo and « "quit of 1115 
laws, but only to the gl 12 * that has 
c impoſed. the obtervation of che MN. 


Bit @ 5.1} 
theſe wild iuppoulttions ; Which 3 mak 


8 in TOC Viie 


bl 


t CG 0d ——— Or 


a en Feels 


Il 


. 


| Mould: I We and approve of CVE yay thing : | 


8 
nature am! TE NS: 7 
111 e, 1 112 Mil? , 4 ie a 


tuc oppoſe 11 ity, and piet, lain wich 


on 5p trite pr inciple of UIrHUC. 
virtue, nuſt of neceilit y end in Ut * de- 
ſtruction of þ;th. 
Ix _wirtre be repugnant to the <2! of 
God, of that gracious, wile, and infinite 
mind, who gave being, lite, and reaton, to 
the ſeveral parts of the univerſe, no man 
ot the leaft reflection can appear in the 
defence of it ; - becauſe it mutt not only be 
uniuitable to the de pendencies and obliga- 
{177:5 of creatures, but directly contrary to : 
the ellablified laws and curſo of Nature, 
in which the will of the Almighty Author 
of. Nature is moſt clearly and ftrongly ex- 


7 pre! ed. But as the er tire reverſe of this! 18 


the truth, and virtue ap; Years to be immu— 
tably founded ON the Nat TC and relations 
of things, and to be agreeable to the UNIVET- 
ſal idea of mor al order and reetituds: 3. l 18 
demonſtrat ively. proved, and wit h equal 
force of evidence, to be both a diclate ot” 
reaſon, and an eternal lat of the Doty, 
AGAIN, ve God has no right to <; 75101 
5 what is fit in itſelf, or to re quire, that thoſe 
rules of moral t which ought io be 
admired and carefully obſc: ved for their 
own natural e vcellonce and goodneſs, fo uid 
be obeyed. likewite : 4d 4 75 laws; about 


CCC what 5 


Oo the tr 6e principle of vibe. 


what can his authority NC employed —— 
Not furcly in commanding things x- 


forahlo and evi; hecauſc thts {upnpols, 


that tis the end of his Governmen! to col. 


rupt ond def acc the be auty of his Craig 


'P Of, San! it be e mploy'd wholly about mat- 
ters Uf: 2 bit For this dcbaſes it in- 
to an mfromfreant and ujlefs Ineroignty.--- 
A ſhall we dare to. Y that the Maker ol 


thc We "1d ! mas % arutDort! 7a all; that Xlan- 


22202 


kind are his creatures, but not his / jects; 


| Gre ! 15 they arc his ſubjeds, that they owe. 
no deference to his authority ; that thoſe arc 
the he men who are leaſt influenced by 1 it; 


3 
GE ER „ 
{1 


and that tis a mea? and low motive to ac- 


| tion Sf and not confiftent with a | tur i; an d | 
J bes virtue! - | | 


Tue are all moſt unjuſt: ind « extravas | 


th. u the Supreme Bei ing Is not defirous thut 


= 


2 


i dominion, this would be cquaily ablurd 6 7 


becauſe tis ſclf-cident, that a wite a und suf 


righteouſneſs and CO mey hem pr Noh ole 5 


"FAINT {i PPG. ions And (ould we aflert, 1 
Ia nkind ſhould conform to the rules. ol 5 


reaſen, but f from mere ane and . radof. 


| Governour cannot be fond of the a "jee J and | 


: centlicit ſubmiſſion of {aves; : but only 01 
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St RA. ſuch an hom: age as ſpring 8 from fangl Hand 
5 1 inward UCHOFOHON :; My of the willing and 
"— ecrerful Obedience os V and genes 
minds: An Obe (ence. that demonſtrates 1 
the fame tine { Tee Ce VOVOT ENCE of his au 
ther ity, and reeitnde and ingenuity of ' 
temper.” II his the light of nature, and all 
dur beſt reaſonings concerning the” perfec- 
tions and P .ovidence of God, \plainly teach 
And in the accounts we have of re- 
red dre 1 ion, the Eternal fountain of wil- 
dom ha a8 £01 defended to ſubmit his e thods 
208 e los of moral government to the judg- 
"ment and i 1 5 22 gugof Men ; and appeals, to 
their own s, for the fines and 
equity of his immus able laws of Nature and 
Prov ence : As if the ſervice that \ was of- 
- [ered him, f. m an d/f7obatr90 and full co. 
t of the mind, W. iS the main ſuppar and 
ga oof IN tis dominion over Inte lige „Being 
and both. innnitely more. valuable! in inſet, . 
and uit to his tranſcendent glory ane d ma- | 
jeſty, than the /per/{iti5zes and fer vile ' dread 
of a boundletr 0 and arbitrary power. 8 
ns the reforc is the concluſion from 
. the 2 * 'T! Vat By awe will fill maintain, 
that he love of virtue. 19, ie, and a re- 


= gard 
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— — — 
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gard to it as it is The law of the Almighty, “ 
Me not abſolutely conſiſtent principles, we 
are reduced to the unhappy neceſſity of fix- 
ing in one or the other of theſe two gross 


abſurdities; either that virtuc is he lian 
againſt the outhor ity of heaven, or that tlie 


great God of heav en is a Ty Fon! 


1x like manner the defire an. 4 purſuit of 
happineis, of felid, - fabſtent ig! Ts and. „15 
preis happineſs, muſt pericctly : agree with 
both theſe z with the love of virtue, on ac- 
count of its na oral beauty and | excellence; 


and with a ferious and hich 1 C2 rd whe. : 


power and Providence of God ; or elſe 


theſe ſtrange conſequences wil unavoidatsly 
follow ---That UIFUUC is not c wich 


t]: C fel city of reaſonable Beings, Dor Wich - 


the dionity and Voor. of- Human Nature, 


10 


from ee Its bis! 4 hut 77 7 %% 12 4 
ble; and, conſequently, that it 5 bt 
CANON in Qt 1 7 "ut, "Of things. 8 80 t i d 
unfair and in jurious reprefci; ation Gi F its 
= genuine nature and ©: eee all the be un 
Caries | of rack t | ind. 2 7 OY f ure 
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eee ditin; ion of g 


. 
ANA 


en?! is totally confounded — Or cl 
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matt: al fiction 1, which has no fond i001- 
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it will follow from the other branch of the 

| 5 4 4 »fo/ition and incon{tency, that 
tlie autos“ of the glorious and univer- 


verſa] Once is then moſt [oncured, when 


| his Crea: {1 CS ate leaſe ( 9, 70 107 bout their 


own clic ord ; wich every one niuſt fee 
is ſcarce poſſible, unless he eriving ly d | 

an dan vl determm'a choir mikey, and fix 4 
it as thee ad of their being 


: And. thus the | 


dla of the Ecernal mn: is dinin iſhed 


855 
and okjeurcd, and his JET. e and mercy are 


ſtaincd with cruelty. 80 that 115 y the 2 of 


theſe conle SST C5 * Da the V 76] TE of ills Ht 41 | 


FO! [ 1 7022 15 ſubver tec! ane © DV the 2 77 al the 5 | 


3 
obligations of morality arc deſtroy'd . whe- 
Ic . 271 3 5 fre y 
ther L WY are! ITED POL v.\/7 CLAM IIe 212 1 thic nt 
WW | 
#27 11119 Conttit 5 O01 NN ns jan 114. ture, Or | 


my nom: A VOICE . ſo0 il cc, bh ic ab, 1; FF; tf} 6 


for and He, of tl. ings, But, in reality, as 


41 N 


To morality ares natural I. gien arc 3 


on an imm: alle ground of truth, the 
Thockug con ſequences which have been 


e reſuſting directly from the CON 
trary ene are an unanſwerable proof 
that that which Lat fi I dere and have 
en deavoured to demonſtrate, is the right 15 


One and chat the love of virtue for itkelf, a N 


I = regard : 


tedts, as they are: contrary int cir Natures ; 


Of the true principle of virtue. 


regard to the authority of God, and the 8 
defire and purſuit of private happinets, | are 
intirely correſpondent and harmonious princi- 


ples, which may a// ſubſiſt together. 
9 proceed NOW One ſtep farther to the E- 


that they are all three juſt and rational 
principles of vir tue: From whence it Will 


clearly appear, that though que of them may 
be too cloſely and tene purſued, to the 


41 
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: COND thing pr Opol ſed, which Was to ſhews, 


neglecil of the other. 176, which deferve 
ane ſhare of our attention, and oug! bt to 


Tr wt and / teljicod, 
of Cour fe claſh _ De oppotite in ther g/ 


— » 


be allow ed their pr oper influence; . yet, 1 
the nature of {tt 1 Vi, mnciples tem je faq) es, they 
can never = e /ffent with Cact other. 


right and ro, will. 


but reaſon and rcafon. Cannot intertores : 


And all Pr inciples of conduct, v. lich arc 


munutadly Se muſt neceflurily ſui? , and 
always Ant gether. N LS 
Now that he love of virtue is a 7. a 55 
5 Prin ciple mult be as certain as tha virtue 
in itſeif an able, anda real 99 FY and; IF Ii 
wei be ce, nalis y amiable, and the ſource of 
. 5 molt. 


Of the true printiple of viriue, 

mott lubſtantial pleature and ſatisfaction, 
the ettcem, and love, and practice of it, for. 
its own fakc, muſt be an tmmutably right 


principle ot action — Again, Al repard- to. 


the authority of God muſt alſo be ably 


reefonable, if he he the Creator of the 


| World on whom all Beings abſolutcly de- 


pend, and governs with wi/dom, cgquity, 
and gaodne 5: And if the relations of crea- 


tures, dependents, and beneficiaries be fixed 

and unalte} able ; and the ee of wit- 
dom, juſtice, and mercy be jential to the 
D eity; this, likewiſe, mult be an ch bange. 


able principle of right. Beides, the hole 


: conftit; ion of “lings, from * hich the obli- 
: lizations of a ytiue reſult. Was contrived by 
his unerring fell, and eftablifhc d by his . 


nipotent power; fo that 'tis engraven in 


moſt legible other on the face of No- 


furt - that virtue is the [ao of God 


An 4 th xerefore: if we conſider it ouly; 4s ab. 
. ra, Feafon, but not at all a8 the ſacred 1 8 


<c11] of this grcat Being, our. apprehen- 
lions are narrow and partial, | and not r 


"ried to that duc vent and Gali till. as the 


voht of Nature itſelf direccts. PIT oy mY thy, a 
rezard tO our #127 PF WC: ere happ'nd dels cv id | TH N 


Of ho rue pr inciple of vir ful. 3 
roafnable, , becauſe it may be pi ſumed with” 8 Kk NM. 
the ſtrongeſt probability from the wiſdom II. | 
and TO! dne of the firſt Cauſe of all things, e 
that this was his yr Vici pal de gu. in our for- 

mation. Tis a neceſſary duty, an im 
table act of reaſon, becauſe tis in purſu- 
ance of an cternal dictate, an uncon- 
troulable inſtinct of Nature. And let the 


"BY Hundation of benevolence be what it will, 
. either an innate bens leut affection (which 


18 balanced by / clf live 3 Natuy al Princ ple of | 
at lealt equal ſtrength) or A and pr 
h of conduct | in certain charade;s; and 

relatls: 163 1 fay, let the foundation of H 

726 5 „ be W. nat it well, it muſt ſurely be 

1 for me 10 ſtudy and endeavour 8 

. 5 to pr mot 5 my IC 1 :appinels, as that of any 
agg e % 10 the WNVCTIC. So that the © 
oY and pur; wil of an ade: quate and ſuit- 
40h 000 for an 5 11 unds , Unguetti onably, 
„ 45 n as lid a i of 11 Nl ON of vill and | 
ty, as Henn ue to af ls; WCFealure. 
: „ South hex 0 Weetel that thought.. 1 
So | e: Mov” { vet if 704 Lap! ſs proves to! 5. 5 
xonrary to the Ti nal good, it ought, : 
he then, 1 al the [ jrinchples of virtue to 


Vo Un, and ſacri; wood ton more impor- 
| : tan a 
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becauſe tis jj an i ee at Is 


mnpoſſeolr, to deſtroy . Heer in ar- 


gument bt uilt on fact, and cert n ab IR 
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© » 4* _— \ * 2 0 3 FE | i 5 y _ 4 7 
5 PC! form A Molt noble andi Hero get ©y: 


1 2 


5 caſe, it may | be f " 104 101 os ry i 6 2 1 of > : 


+ 


that by the 8 R. frame of 585 aid 


"FF: 


» 


FE: 


8 7 1 , „ Sig « 4 9 > 0 I I 8 + 3 
Wh x, . Wie COPMICOULTCE O eins 15 


ſuppoled x to . fry 011961] e Ae 1 ue 
in other wo, 2 05 Aman d herior vir- 
tuc has ti: . rd fo t to be puni/red, inſlcad 


f beififenincn y and. ſignally ye ard 4. 


3 1 , LH ; : 22 
as; in tn ns ol all tober and in par- 
Tia eres, 1 must hihly deſervo to be 

LEA: 1 . E : x which Compleat: y 


| Pre- 


VO} the truc 2 inciple of < 17 CUE. 


preſent confideration of this ſubjsct, 


courſing, are not only conſiſtent and rational, 


but 7nſepar ably connetted. — The 1 appro- 


bation of v/rtue 1 ey iuſtance, becauſe 


it is fit in itſelf, muſt neceſſarily infer. 
WO regard to every thing that is fit in it- 
ſelf. Tbus, for cxample, | uſtice to one 
infers, in reaſon, the practice of juſtice to 
ll other Beings ; gratitude to Men the exer- 
cile of adds to the eternal God, reve- 
rence and duc ſubmittion to any righeſul au- 
_ thority a oi -verent. due fuben don to all 
right/al authority; and conſequently to the 


auth rity of God which is founded on the 
firft law of rea lon, 


and the lource and 
mos = of all ; 770 Fi GH authority. 


43 


he Sr R AM. 
three pi inciples, on which I h: ave been 85 


II. 


A, the lose of virtue, for itſelt, 


c aum, t be 16 {01 Heil from a rc 5 to our 


oven.  happiacl 6. Or whit do we mcaiy.:-: 
by the le of C114 HY fer il ſi. It 2 Js + nothing; | 
: Ine We intended, (lian that we eſte cem and d- 


1 mite it for an 4 61. c boa: 1 — chſtinct 
Os from 1ts 7 je< 


Carccly think it inte Hligible, 


Or at leaſt Rot crafticable For! it v vill rea- 


PF Us may ſcem to ſome to be 


a high "HE in /; ecuilation ; but fear ine 
generality WII 1 


„ 
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SE R M. 


II. 


Of the true principle of virtuc. 
dily be asked----Is not that, in morals, moil 
beautiful, which is molt z/o7ul Or, if the 


duties of religion have a direct and certain 
tendency to promote bappuneſs, private and 


publick, preſent and future, temporary | 
and eternal; does not is recommend them 


moſt juſtly and ſtrongly to our em? Is it 


not their moſt ſubNantiol excellence? Do 


they not on 2/5 account deſerve our H, 

more than for any mere beauties that may 
ftrike and warm the imagination, and en- 
tertain and delight N of elevated and 
refined contemplations? And is it pofſible 


then, that @ yzeoord to the happine 2 that 
ſprings. from virtue can be / parated from 
the juſt and rational ve of virtue? That it i 


a very defreavle good, and attended with 
bene eficial conſequences, there are but few -- 
that difp ute; and if it can likew iſe be con- 


5 ceived and proved to be a | miadle, : apar t fr Oni 


its being / ul, then it muſt be allowed, EY, 


that hath theſe conſide -ations are a if oy 


5 ground for the love and fre aclice of 1 it. And 


if we ſhould be thought too parti: il, did 
"we love virtue only as a good, and not 
as it 18 in itſelf beautiful it muſt ſurcly 


be: an equal inſtance of par tiality to regard | 


© 


Of the trite principle of VIrtUut. 


ot hap '[s. 
Le: us Now conſider the matter in ano- 
ther licht, and fix the oth9rity of God as 


47 


it only as a fine picture \ but not as the ſource S RN. 


II. 


the fi; F principle | in our reaſoning, and then 


ſee, whether the general 3 ian will not 
be the fame as before. And here the 
whole will depend upon a juſt notion of 
the thing itſclf. If we mean by outinrity 
nothing more than 8 dominion, and 
abſolute power, exerciſed at random, and 
not directed by a moral. principle ; 'tis cer- 
tain, that no inferences can be made from it, 
that are either favourable. to virtue, or the 
happineſs of the Creation. But this is con- 
founding ideas that are totally diſtinct : 
F or a a Bing n may 7 have - wad © do W hat 1 : 


any 455 ung ; ht 1 At rs. We . 


of the Div! 12C government, unleſs 1 we ſup 


8 


0 poſe it to be found. a 1 in Js , and exer⸗ 
9 ciſcd wit I gl CO and Cl. nent. . But how | 
Can equit y and good js be the foumottion 


and wie Ot any £ TOVErNNE nt, ut 118 lau 8. YC 
> not juſt and 70 "js TH able? And 1 41 F hey are Wi, 


and Jo in tlien uelves „ they imnult be ap- 
: | | 8 | | | prove! | 


F: thereſw: C entertain an honourable opinion 
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— 
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Of the true pr mnciple of 77 Fc. 


81 R M. proved of and highly valucd on the very 


fame pr inciples, on Which we reverence the 
hade / that enacted them. If, on the other 


hand, they are 7yr annical and buy; tful in- 
junctions, we may dread, and perhaps think 
it our intereſt to fatter, a a power to which 
we are unhappily ſubjcct, and which we 
are too weak. to oppole ; but it cannot 
engage us in pleaſing reflections, nor inſpire 
ſentiments of real reſpect and honour. So 
that a becoming regard to the majeſty and 
authority of heaven, and a ſincere love and 
_ eſteem of its laws from a ſenſe of their 
own excellence, and the valuable purpoſes 
they are adapted to ſerve, will always be, 
in the nature of things, 7 'parable. 


Lr me add to this, that if the laws of 75 


God are calculated for the good of his ra- 
tional creatures, and, of conſequence, " 

| the Whole adminiſtration and conduct of 

his moral gover nment has à view to their 

happineſs, to far as is conſiſtent with the 
original conſtitution and faculties of their 

g reſpective natures; it chen certainly follows, . 
that a purſuit of their own. higheſt and 
5 moſt laſting h: appineſs is as intimately, | 
and 171 Var iably, conmeded with the pay- 


ing 


of the trite 2 ! lc of Die. Jl 49 
ing duc honours to his jupreme autho- 85 RM. 
; rity, as the love Of virtue for A hes | II. 
already been thewn 10 be. The more in- . 
tent and inflexible the cy are in projecuting, 
this end, and the greater degrees of true 
happineſs they attain to, the more com- 
pleatly will they exccute their part in the 
general ſcheme Of Providence, and ditplay 
boch ito a fuer and ge "ſs in a {o much 5 
more 7liuſtrious and mnaorable light. ” 

To conclude this head, [1 we have 1 duc 
concern ſor our own happinct, at nd withal a 
Juft idea of happinets, we tho! mott ſure- 

| ly ſeck it in the paths of wirte e, And in 
: the eſtec Wm and fer "att "BY of 1he Aimighty 
Governour of the univerſe, And thus it 
appears, that theſe bre Principles 601A 


14140 
NM 


LOL 


principle; having . the ai, 11  fenndation of 5 


cid, and form, in a manner, bu t 


reaſon, being 1; %! in Uictr Je al tai, 


and conſpirin 1 to one common . 5 
MN fond of Theses m ay indulge _ 


: | fancics, frame 2 od al. Ro. , and Ta 


a World of 2 700 11? . 77 ie 22 Lv 5 =: 


| built on the Fee wy Rate of ihir . „db pie d 5 | 
to the candiric and tac: 1115-01: Menkind,:: 
and (docs not [et 07¹ part of Nature at rut. 


2 OL; uy i 


50 Of the trie principle of virtue. 
SER N. vun, With another. The Chriſtian reli- 
II. gion, therefore, has advanced no /mprac- 
_ 7icable ſchemes, but conſiders the World 
as it is. Virtue, indeed, is repreſented as 
amiable, but then it 1s ſupported by the 
authority of God, and encouraging pro- 
miles of a future reward; and theſs tho- 
roughly conſiſtent and rational motives are 
left to communicate their zenited influence, 
kt to fireusthe! „ and enforce each 
other, And in this the dofri me, and the 
example, of our bleſſed Saviour exactly ” 
Correipond. For though We read of the nl 


grace Gf our Lord Feſus „„ 8 


- — 2 2 8 
2 - nnn — — * = 
. — 


— 1 IT ” a. 


( 


— 
— — = 


mazing condeſcention, his Godlike bene- 85 : 
8 and coinpaf ion, and the delight : 
he took in ders god; yet we are ld — 
5 e Kprefll. Y, that 1 it was his meat t9 do the wilt 1 1 
Lie e, of Dis that ſent him, and to finith his work ; „„ E 
es. and that he endured. the roſs, dejping | 3 
. ſhame === Ie- the x. that As Jes . [ 
before him. 1 1 
5 Upon the whole, then, we may lately 5 
Teſt 1 in thete CON luſt ONS © That to obey only _ 5 
from the dread rf authority, or the hope =: 
of a read, without an ona eſteem : 


8 anc love of virtue, Is moan and men cena, N 


07 the true f! pnciple of virtue. 51 
On the other hand, to practiſe virtue only Sr RN. 
for its alftraft natural fitneſs and beauty, II. 
without having any regard to the C yea. A 
tor and Governour of Mankind, is an in- 

excuſable deſect in our duty to the fir 
and greateſt of Beings. — Or elſe take the 

{um of the argument thus: That he who 
u&ts only from. a regard to virtue for itſelt 
in the manner above explained, may 
be ſtiled, in the common narrow accep- 
tation of the term, a Moral, but is not 
1 re ligious Man ; he that is influenced On- 
ty by the Sutbarity of God, and has no 


ſenſe of the reftirade of actions, may be 
ſtile | in a like contracted and inadequate i 


ente, al religious, but he is not a truly | 
_ moral Man; but he who acts joint y from 
principles of reaſon, tr n motives of piety, 
and from a view to bis mon hint -/ ft intereſt, 
1 moral, wiſe, and re ligious. — And this, 
{ can make 0 ſcruple to declare, is, in my 
5 1 by far the mot - al rthy and Aale 
5 0A / character. 
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Of the n: ature, Divine ori; Zinal, ann 4 
author, ty of Conſcience. 


Ac s þ xiii. * 


- == --—Mar nd: bi oth en, I have 
Lived in all ron Cor erence bo face 


God, 77 mil this day. 


r MH, 3 Ct ternal K& uc 0 (Being, 


. 

8 ed . EL __ 

{tage 7— having formed : 1 per, ect; | jan 
e and model of ho UnIveric in 
n his infinite all-comprehending 


mind, has executed every p art 


6 
* 
s. 


F N 75 $8 
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Of Con CENCE. 


SE RM. fity, and yet a general uniformity : The 


III. 


effects of his power, though various, are 


all determined and regulated in that way, 
V which ismoſt agreeable to the reſpective na- 
tures, and ointy conſpire to the univerſal 
beauty and % This ſcheme, which infi- 


nite wiſdom at firſt contrived, and omnipo- 
tent C reation eſtabliſhed, Providence ſtiil 


continues, and wil purſue to its final com- = 
pletion. | 


 Evrry ſpecies of Beings appears 60 have 5 


been ordained to ſome determinate end. 


8 and the neceſlary ne dns, for obt; aining this 
end, are provided and ſettled in their very 


conſtitution. Thus we ſe, in the 7 nan” DTET# 


: material * orld, what are called laws of | 


Nature ; 1 81 4 fixed and certain courſe of 
eflects nectſſarily produced, under the di. 
rection and umpreſſions of the Divine power! 
Aud tron theſe laws reſult the Ki Mon 
and 7 des. of the material ſxilem, [phe 775 bi 


propricey, elerance, and! innumer, ible ali. 


ary and benefic 4a 1 22 , hic! A illuſtri— 


| ay 9 5 ty the immenic Kill and gd. g 
aſs, and glory OL the Creator, and contii-. 
bute nee arty to the tut tence. corfor:, 


ond happincis, of Ser, f17 0 were 7 bellig ent 


elit, 


Of Conſcience. 
crentures. If we rile higher to Animals, 


we find them excited by /rrjoand 72, bine 7 to 
ſelf-preſervation, the care of their young. 


and the ſeveral different uſes, for w hich . 


each diſtinct ſpecies Was intended. ut 
when we come to Rational Beings, the nec-'/- 


lary determination ccaſcs. The aftections 


and appetites are no longer, in the miclves, 
Blind ind uncont1 oulable. The law of ther 


nature is a Mortar Law. And to ſccurc 
a obſcrvation of this law, in which the 


true perfection and felicity of each indivi- 


dual, and the common good of the whole 
invaria bly conſiſt, the orcat Author of their 
ſuperio zur frame both enducd them with 

a faculty, that, in the moſt eſſential and 
Conſiderable branches, cafily di cerns, and 
ſtrongly dictates, ri7ht and. Iron, and 
the 7 ee of 9500 and evil; and thus 


| appears to have bee en delig: ed to be a Vialu . 


I their minds, an Int! mate an ol per petual | 
monitor and by its % vid, and Condenm- | 


ing, Which cauſes cither terenity and an 


- enjoyment, or ſhame, remorſe, and terror, 


it appears likewiſe to be conſtituted, in - 


_ great degr DE-- | the natural ret cardor of : Vit 


uc, and ſuniſder of \ VICE. 


„ Tu 
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III. 


( 
queſtions. upon wWauch the integr 


Of Cs ente. 
Tris foculty, this inward Vet, and 
judge, 18 diſtinguiſtrd and known by the 


name of Coucronce, Whole decitions, with 


reſpect to tlie grand Pointe Of moral duty. 
are generally exadl and it,, and its 


voice, when it is truly ht Conſcience, 
(1. e. 8 e t Near fed Con- 
ſcience) is the * = At 77. age ita voice 
of G b. — In diſcouffing. Rar on this 


lubjcet, 5 1 hall. 


F IRST, Inq ire, mote particularly, what 


WC are to und zer fland! by the pri nei te tuled 


Conſcience ; what foundation it has in Na- 
ture ; what is its 7 , Ms; real Qui! thuri 1 
and ſes: . 


4 Ly 


SL.CONDLY, WI alt WC muſt un. 4 ſtand 
by 0 995d Conference. 


»7x7 5 "s : & Wh 1 WED. 7 3 8 4 . 1. ; 
T. HH RDLY,; (V ich ws an nguiry that 
te Cate 01 It. Pr: 5 W130 i; aks (i. t EXT 


plainly direct 8 to). 1 | Ha! . — Kamin 55 how far 


an erroneous C OBKCICNCE Can dc eve the cha- 


ructer of being a £604 Conſcience; and c{pc- 


cially, where | it cxcis sen £9 7722/1267 ee 


108, an d pt OVG! 55 Of fiugrant injullice 


2 and barbari EY; 0 „ graceful, er vices to the 
God 001 77 r and HCH 1 1 Theſe arc. all 


> > a 


a ty of © Our 


minds, 


El 47 Pla. yy 


Of Conſcience. 
minds, and the rectitude of our manners, 
effentially depend. They rclate to the J- 


mediate rule of life and conduct. And, 


therefore, the determining cither of them 


wrong muſt draw after it very hurtful and 
pernicious CONLquonce! : 


Tar FiRST thing oy ropoſed 1 WAS to un 
QUITE, more t whi at We: are to 
underſtand by the principle Qtiod e | Conference; 


what foundation -it has in Noure, what 


1s its office, its real au7berity, and wfe.--- 
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III. 


Canſcicuce is that p: in ciple 1 in man, Which 


— 


: judge 723 of th + * = 1297 Ait 45 'of act ions; that . 


ſhevs us the 88 Nh ble we a are to- 


Hit ſlie, and 


the errors we arc to av void; that at points out 


to us the laws of (Net UTE, 8 laws of God, 


the nets 0 od and evil, and the 


moſt. important an 7 (bios lines of our 


duiy | in & {circumſtan cs; that reflects like- 


5 
** my an a; 5 fe 2. C CULT Our conduct, 


11d the princip! les and motive; * W hh we 


Are influcnce. I; checks, ed: wonifhes, and 


upb; 016 $ W ben We do: Ut 11s, > ut juſtifies $ and 


hen we act confor mably to the 
tz nk + ;t f right, and the obligations of 


virtue and a picty. It i is the ln me 


princi ple t that 15 0 edi in ſcript (11 et] bee — 77 


7 : 


* 


8 F RM. 
III. 


DG 


x John iii. 
> 
Rom. vin. 
16. 


Chap. vii. "4 


Of Canftience 


I er Heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God; the Spirit, as when 
it is ſaid, that /e Sprrit of God beareth wwit- 
neſs with our Spirit, i. e. with our Conſcience 
and inward reflection, that wr are the chil- 


ren of God : It is ſtiled li kewiſe Phe law of. 


7h = Mind, and the law written in the Heart. 
And the propriety of all theſe names „ 
which Conſcience is deſcribed, muſt be 
evident upon a alittle ſerious thought; nay, 


each of them may juſtly be fo ppoſcd to 


have a peculiar ſenſe and emphaſis W hen 
it is called the Heart. this may denote to us, 
d that it is an u- b¹]¹t, an eſſe ntial, and = 


etal principle 1 in our intelletinal and moral : 


frame. When it is denominated Spirit, T 
and Ve lato of the Mind, this may repre- : 
ſent to us, tha all the ſuggeſtions, admo- _ 


nitions, and remonſtrances of natural 


0 onſcience have their f. undation! in, and re- 


mut ſrom, our ratecua po wers; it being 


nothing cite but our wward 4 655 nment, 4 


E177, gent 3 and reftection, applicd and con- 
5 foal to mrs! conduct. Nor is it leſs eaſy 


to ke, why it is deſcribes as the law ioritton = 
inthe He art , , becauſe it expreſſes our duty, 


* the ecncte il and more momentour, 
„ br anc hes 


Of Confeience. 


£9 


Hranches of it, fo clearly, without the SRM. 


need of decp inquiries, or abſtract 1: bori- 
_ ous reaſonings, as if the law of God was 
exhibited to our view,  engray en in diftinct 
and legible characters. | 
Tr 18 (perhaps the Libertine will ſay) is 
grave and ſolemn talk, that ſuits w ith the 


prepoſſeſſions and opmions of the times. 


III. 


But how is it proved, that Conſcience is o 155 


ſacred, fo Divine, a principle? How does it 
appear, that it is an original principle it 


human nature, and not an acquired habit; : 


the feeds of which were firſt ſown in our 
| education, and Which has been eſtablithed 5 


by cuſtom and pr, judice If we examine it, 
what is Conſtrence, in many inſtances, but a 


more venerable IN. me for 1 SY & Avas 82 int /. 776 * 5 ; 
and preſumprivn ? To the, pr inc pol queſ- 5 
tion! hall preſen tly reply. In the mean 


time give me cave to obſerve, that the 
. ho] Ie 0 3 what looks like ar: 5 7060ʃ nt 1s con- 
tained in the heit ter part of the Objcction, 


c and ſtands thus : T VV cak and gr oundle 15 


58 2 ruples. and the dickat OY of ſuper, 1:t1on, 


oftentimes uſurp the authority of Conſci- 
«© Erice, and the: refore Conſcience itſelf ! 18 


a: were mern. But ere Comms. 


2 ft ON 
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Of Conflcience. 


SRM. ſenſe mult immediately interpoſc, and ask, 


III. 


how this COnFoquanee: can be fair] y deduced 


hd Ono trom the preiniſes? Boca uſe 7% prin- 


ciples are often entertaincd and built 


upon, will this conclude, that there arc, 
in Nature, 1 ng. rizht principles * r Becauſe 


error frequent ly prevails, is there no 71th © 


Becaule fellacy and ar! paſs for tolid reaſon- 


ing, 4s there Na ſuc h ching a8 4 700i reaſon : 4 


Or becauſe there are c: ws, lil which men 
at upon haſty conchuſion „ and allow to 
theſe the influcn ce that 19 only duc to delrbe-. 
rate and juſt reflect mis chere no ue 


at all 1 in. over ad cali reflect! on? 2 All this. 


IT be adruticd, and tiere is neither 
re aſen, nor truth, nur a d rence in things, 
if 14 follow. 8, = % bcc. ue the Name Of 
Conſcience 8 Abu id that the eie really,” 
no moral Vins, lie in Man, 3 netural 
| 1 ße of god i and evil. But to come di- 
rectly to tlic polit. . F 


: 2 2 þ : 1 o * SE 9 * ; 8 8 | * . ? 
LT HAT: there is an! C and % nil! 


difference in actions and. characters, 15 
{eli-ovident. %%% amel wnjuſe, bene ont 


and erueliy. Ctiti)OL boni con: CY the 


ume ng, nor apprar in che to me light, 


| ; * ; : 4 '- = : . 
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Of Conſcience. 


mate, the one as the other. And as theſe S RM» 


diſpoſitions and characters are quite oppoſite 


100 . nature, and in their tendency and 


influence; it 1s impothble that they thould 


both appear, to any rational and moral eye, 


III. 


Iwely and elizible, But if the one be 


hea'citul, its contrary mult be foul! and 


monſirms; if the one be amiable, the 


other muſt be horrid and deteftable, But 


now which of the is the lovely, and 


which the diſnoreeable, character? Where 
lies ihe moral beauty; and where the T,. 


pi! 1d and deformity © === Aſk the Man o--- 


the 22 anejt. capacity, and he immediate- 


I; diſting nillies--Alk the e he 


1 the fam © general ſenſe ---- Aſk 


en the / 2 [tat ious, and the ici, and 


all ca\ (s, whercin their ſupeiſtiti ions n 


vices are not parti. ularly intereſted, their 


ſemmiems exactly correſpond ---- - Nay i in- 
quire of men of all degrees, and of all na- 


Fin, and comploxions, and you will ſind 


them to grce in aſeribing the true dignity, 


ech lleuce, and legt 4 10 Ae zones, 
and mL} : and ati 11x Xl 5 110 tlie contrary . 
. vices, ick Hf wa ny horror. And Es 


. can any thing be 1 more Probab! le preſump- 5 


tion 


— On CE 
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SER NI. tion upon ſuch clear and ſtrong grounds, | 
| III. than this That Cæuſcience is original ti 
the Human conſtitution? Neither cen 
nor ſuperſtition have ever had ſuch a univer- 
fal effect. The wiſe have judged rightly of 
theſe, and have ſecretly derided eftablifh' d 
follics, in all ages. But perſons of the 
"fineſt. genius, and whoſe names are the 
moſt eminent in all hiſtory for their extra- 
ordinary abilities and improvements, have 
thought moſt ſub imely of moral vi, 2 
and, in proportion to their ſuperior endow- | 
ments, and the extent of their knowledge, 
have treated it with a more diſtinguiſh's 
 weucration and bonour; N 
I NMAVY add to this, tha it if Conſcience be 
not a ratu? al principle, it ſeems impoſſible 
for us to prove, that there are any natural 
principles, or any natural uffections, in Hu- 
man nature. For what way have We to 
x: prove that a principle f is natural but by. -- 
thew! ing, that it reſults dircctly from our 
Hum. (which | is moſt evidently the caſe of 
Conſcience, of inward moral judgment ) and 5 
that we feel! it w 'orking ſtrongly! in ourſelves, 
= and diſcer n the ſame in hers of all ſtations 
. and ch ur acters? What ocher Way have Wa] 
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10 prove, that benevolence, that compaſſi on, or 8 E RM, 


cven SELF-LOVE, are mural? 
Ir it be faid, that many act in direct op- 


poſition to what Canſcience is thought ſo 
ſtrongly and univerſally to intimate; I an- 
ſwer, that there are many likewiſe, who act 
in a manner as plainly repugnant to what 


true /ol/-love and felf-preſervation dictate. 


II. 


Ix it be ſaid farther, that multitudes have 


ſuppreſſcd . and in a manner extinguiſhed, 
natural Conſcience- DOR There are alſo itt 


| tudes who have f uppreſo d, and in a manner 


extinguiſh'd, the tender motions of a piti- 
ful and ſympathifing heart ; and have loſt 
the natural and proper eſteem and love of 
| themſelves. For ſelf-love is not merely 2 
propenſion to preſent pleaſure, and an 
averſion to preſer nf pain; becauſe this ve. 
ry principle has led men, when nothing 
elfe could determine their reſolution, to 


forego ) preſent pleaſure, and ſubmit to fre ent 


pain, for the ſake of ſuture good, even in 
this life. Conſider'd thereſore, as a regular 


Oo natural principle that deſerves to be che- 
. riſhed, 1t can only prompt to the purſuit of — 


true happineſs, and the avoiding real and 
1 5 Jabfexial miſery. o. But, in this view of 1 it; 


, 


5 
: 615 | 
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SER M. 
III. 


r 


Of Conſeience. 

'tis undeniable, that it is too generally Ex- 
tinguiſh'd. 

Tu Is, it maybe pretended, is owing td 


the want of attention. --- In like manner, 


the little authority and influence of Con- 


ſcience is always owing to the /ame cauſe, 


And theſe two remarks, added to what has 


been already ſuggeſted, are luthicient to 


perſuade us, that it is a natural and uni- 


verſal faculty: (/,) That in the worſt and 


moſt diſtemper'd minds, when paſſion 1 18 
ſatiated and ſubſides, and particular occur- 
rences OCC ation a gravity of temper, and 
: force reflection, Conſcience utually revives, 


5 whatever wiolence may been offer d to it. 


And, (2dly,) That the voice of Conſcience 


is ſcarce ever wiheord with reſpect to the 


general obligations of religion a nd mora- 


5 lity, and in he flagrant and 157510, di- 


ſtinctions of good and evil ; ; but only in 


7 par ticular Ca OS, which are not ſo caſily ; 


ſcen to be included | in gele— ral rules, as the 
ſolid foundation of the rules themſek 


05 18 | 
immediately and dittinctly perecived. Be- | 


7 ſides, Mens ſceming Ind fence and uncon- 


ccrnednels 1 in vicious cout les may be owing 


| rather | to 0 ſhifts and « THIGHS, W hich they 


Have 


Of C on{cienice, 


bs 


have contrived to remove a preſent terror, SE RM: 


than to an entire %u the authority 


of Conſcience. Nay, if they | profe ed to hes 


believe firmly that Conſcience is only 


a faction, 2 dream of the frighted Enthu- _ 
ſiaſt, or a device of the ſubtil Politician, Fe 
which nothing but credulity, and 
cuſtom. and the influence of power, have 
given a real character; we could have no 
rcaſon to convince us that this profeſſion 


was Vincere, unleſs we knew what they 


9 *. ELT: Becauſe their inoard ſe e of things 
may differ very much from the outward ap. 


pedrance which theythink it proper to aſſume, 


III. 


as a mark of diſlinetion, though it be but 5 


in inſamy, or from imaginary notions of 
politeneſs, or as a plauſable excuſe for their 
 #mmoralities; but chiefly, becauſe thoſe who 


entirely renounce and diſcard Conſcience 


can acknowledge no obligat ion to TRU TY... 


Why then ould the» y be credited againſt ” 


the common experience of Mankind, and : 
what it is highly probable, is their own. 
ſecret experience? But after all, what 
does their belief amount to in point of argu- 
meat? If; a few ſingul. rand extravagant In- 


Wl dels are extremely confi: nt that a thing : 
Vor. VVV 


5 60 
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III. 


; . D 


on Confrience. 


docs H Nil, 15 that a proof, i ait, 


that it docs not 7 Or is their being confident 


that it 10 not a t Principle === eT1denci 


that it in not a natural principle? If fo, it 


mult be truce, that no man can believe a no- 
torious and paſpable abſurdity; though this 


is contradicted by our daily objervation. ---- 


Moral principles however certaintheir foun- 


dation be im Nati, do not operate „ect 
/arily, like thote which are merely Ai! 


And though the e of hunger and 


thirſt will be felt; Conſcience, though * 


1 ary. 


principle inherent | in the mind. may be for 


a long time ſtificd, for want of rofl tea 
which is Is, In moſt Cates, en tirely uu. 


Ax D. lince it appears, upon the w hole, 


from Our reaſonings, fenjotions, and ( 


10 CE, tlie only principles ain mediume 


8 of nov. Jede be tides h. are on an extra | 


_— IC 2 ind, t thy Lt 1 8 0 ſencs is * part C 4 5 
the pihntisve i 74 C65, 2 „ili Tg. : of lum. in. | 


matures TOM hence nay Carly be deduced 


5; its faprena) . an | OHIO 61 1 its. dition, and 1 


37 (ite. 7 . It here | Be 1 IX Al principle 85 


* 


cxitting at ll by the law £ Our Creation, 


and, contequen uy, by Divine ordination 


ind ; 


1 
* 
n 
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ad appointment, it muſt be its place to 81 U t. 


cat and command. For nothing 1 Is more 
plain. from the per manent and chang: 
able nature of things, than theſe two pro- 


pofitions are; (1ſt) That Paſſian cannot 


rightly command, but may be ſiibieci: And 


on the contrary, that moral judgment and 0. 


V Clio cannot, with any ane propricty or.” 
order, be fiibyett ; bat wherever it reſides clear 
and unclouded, it may, and muſt, command, 
Senſe and 2 ion are not fit to command, 
becauſc they : are blind. and incapable of 
directing and regvlating themſeloes, even. 
I ſuc h a manner as 18 neceſſary for their. 
more perleet. oratiff atim; and much 
more of guiding and Meeri ether prin. 


III. 


. 


ples : But {enle and paſlion want to be 


g99er1 d, to prevent ſcandalous and hurtful 
exceſſes; and this DOVCTNINY "tC: an only he the 


office cot the tap rior proce: it de ſect 


= IND On the other hand. nk "ONE ' by 


illaved to petite. it 8 entirety 
uſt fs, and cum anſwer no one purp Oſc in : 
Human nature, 10 aſſert, that vile and 
4 Law let paſſions have the 17900 f a; authority, 


nd that all our. rat: "mal and moral fact! l 


dis vere. 5 inte ended 10 miniſter to their (v. 


* E. 5 | Arbitnaurt F 


Of C 071 cience. 


A. orbitant and tyrannical ſway, repreſents 


this excellent nature in ſuch a vile and hi- 
deous form, as creates deteſtation. It de- 
ſcribes it as in a ſtate of confuſion and ut- 
ter anarchy; and nothing that is generous, 
prai ſi thy, and amiable, can ſubſiſt in it. 
But when Conſcience prefides as the inter - 
preter of the law of eternal reaſon, and of 
the law of God, and tumultuous paſſions . 
are ſtill'd and SR d by its efficacious voice; 
there 1s then a glorious and delightful har- 
mony between the ſeveral powers and prin- 
* en in our nature: each keeps its rank, 
and is allowed all its proper indulgences 3 
3 and the neceſſary ſubordinations. for the 
beauty and good of the coole are ſtrictly 
and duly maintain'd. In conſequence of 
which, Man appears in a ſtation of high 
dignity, — as a Wiſe, noble, and Ged litt 
creature. This may ſuffice with reſpect to 
the right idea, the foundation in Nature, 
the office, author” ty, and we of Conſcience 
in general. 
I now proceed to the; SECOND inquiry, , 
ws. what we are to underſtand by a good 
Cor ſcience. And this will be ſoon appre- 
= hended, When we have explained the 
mean- 


/ Conſcience. 
meaning of the phraſe itſelf. When oe. "fs 8 


is attributed to Conſcience, it may either 
ſignify the clearneſs, uprightneſs, and force 


of its determinations and N o 


the pleaſure that ſprings from it ; . in 
other words, --- - reflitude of Se or 
=== peace of Conſcience. 


 Taar the Conſcience may be good | in 
the firſt of theſe lenſes, it is abſolutely ne- 


6 0 


2 R me” 


III. 


ceſſary chat it be rightly informed; that it 
diſtinguiſh 77 yy, and repreſent g good and 


evil impartially. For if it gives falſe ac- 
counts of virtue and vice, of the immutable 


law of Nature, and rule of Human actions, 


it ceaſes to be the voice of God ; its autho- 


rity is fo far ina ina, * andy ; and it: 


_ warnings and rebokes its comforts and : 


terrors, are at leaſt ineffectual to anſwer the 


wiſe purpoſe for which it was or iginalſy 


3 ord: tuned, if not extreme ly danger! US. 


AGAIN, If the Conſcience "4 word in 


reſpect of its influence, and preſerving it. 
mal commanding. power, its dié -tates 


V il be readily and univer fally obey d. ==> 
It will regulate all the ſubor ding! pr in- Os 
ciples and affections, and be itſelſ n 


t; ruled by none of them... So It will fubduc 


| 1 
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III. 


WPI: 


entirely by /enorance and delnfin.. 


denominated a 9d Conſcience, 
 nmble, mquiring „ and attentive; 
| at the det. 
charms. of Virtuc ; 


conduct, Yor it Is a necefiar 


Of Conference. 


SY RM. Corrupt prejudice, and not be darken d by 
it. — It will be reverencen and fubmitte f 
7c, and not dethroned, by irregular paſſions. 


Neither can a blind, nor an 1mpotent, Con- 
{cicnce be good in its men nature, nor good 


in its eficcts The reſult of the former can 
be nothing better than an abſirrd and irra- 


tional PCace TY mind, Which 15 tupported 
And 
though there may be 4 lethar 16 fir pidits, 
and the ſtillneſs and quietnets of death ; 
it is utterly impoſſible that there ſhould 


be any moral , Hfesſo vin. t, M. hich is the 
moſt © <alted happineſs of Intelligent Re. 
ings, white ( onſcience is in ſultcy] and de. 

preſſe d. „„ „„ 


Oset mere; That alone can be juſily 
which. 15 
thock'd 4 
ormity of vice. truth; with th. f 


tender, aint wo 45, and 


tcartul of offending and not CON, ing at 
any doubtfu! Sy ſi picious meat. ares of 


y point in | 


: religit "Mn and good mor. e, N hen the : mind 
is in Vene about the lawfulncfs or Mie 
| lawful 


{ Of p. arti -ul; Ar act Ys, always t 


PR 
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4 / | 


cake that ſide on which we are ſecure of Sr RM. 


maintaining, our 7mence, and flrict fle- 
f to God, our righutul tupreme Gover- 


nor. And whoever chuſes to do o lat 


he | is inclined to believe is unlaw ful and 
evil, or what hc barely [ibrcts to be un— 
lawful and evil; mutt have lott in a great 
degree (if hie does it without an remorlte) 
the nalnral fonſe ot virtue and piety ; Or 


it he re; Hy. feels remorſe) he muſt act 1 
direct of poſicion. to /f. 1 thall only add, 


that ſich a wilful op poſition to the ſupe— 


III. 


4 ALON | 


ror wor al pr inc iple, | 777 bes. inſtancce, 115 


will lead 10 the farne in gerate, and, if 


it be continued, mull of necethity termi- 
nate, at lengch, in what the New Telta- 


ment files, by a very TER and cle gant e- 
taplur, a feared { Conjec chice, OF u Conſcis nee 
quite 7 and /e 14% 5 b 11 1s not 


alarmed. or diflubed by the Weſt and | 
molt vill 7115 crm 83 DL I lufers the linner 


| 10 205 on, EF Ry lui Fe CP CC ontroul, thr 05 


_ « . n 
1 iin 


all | the degrecs Gl I 0 $ nt 1 1 nc [+ tr) WI nich 5 


"Aa ungover! nech ten nper and 11] h: abits, 1 may 


: prompt. and incline him. And when any 


5 N lunk down into this collars late « ol. 


14 — 


g th: gener, acy,, they « C: an ſcarce be confi ler . 
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of Con C1ence. 


any longer, as a part of the MORAL world ; 


they are iubject indeed to all the wo of: 


which moral agents arc capable, becauſe - 
of their voluntary, tho' unnatural, abuſe 
of their powers ; but have forfeited all the 
privileges of ſuch ---- - And; which is ſtill 


| work, ey have degraded the __ wean, 


: and be raiſed again 7 66 tek peculiar pre- 


rogative and Honour, 
fore, this extreme corruption and infamy, 
this moſt dreadful of all evils, maintain an 
| habitual and generous ſenſe of the dignity 
of thy nature; 


To prevent, there- 


diſdain to be enſlaved to 


appetite, the groſſer and boſer Part of it; 


follow the guidance of the ſüperior refined 


and noble principle, that Was intended to 


th 1 


direct and govern; carefully attend to the 
1 voice of Conſci ience, and treat it cvermore 5 
with reſpect and veneration. All which 
is: ſummarily comprehended i in the excel- 
lent advice of the Prophet, ---20 ſhew thy- 
| ſelf a MAN; and in that wiſe maxim of 


the Philoſopher, much to the fame pur- 
bose REVERENCE el. „ 


8ER. 


SERMON 


IV. 


LEM et Bb Weber *. 222 2 


The plea of a an erroneous Conſci- 5 
ence diſtinctly conſider q and 


argued. 


Ac 18 xxiii. ; : 


_— - Men and brethren, 1 have 


ye] in all good | C07 nſcience before 


G od, until 71 day. 


TE be N my laſt diſcourſe, $ treated 


75 I 220 largely of the nature, the Divine 


original, the office, and ficred * 1 


pn acre of Conſcience in general; and of 


8 E R N 


the eſſential characters, and diſe riminating | 
properties, of a goed. Conſcience. The only _ 
= inquiry that r remains to be made (accord- 


1 Te T. "In . 


| The plea of an erronecous Conſcience 
ing to the method of handling this ſub. 
— which I at firſt propoled ) is 
Ix the THIRD place, How far an ce. 
mens Conſcience can deſerve to be term'd 
a god Conſcicnce, and, eſpecially, when | it 
5 excites men to imma al practices, and 
approved of imuſtice and ba? Bar ity. 40 
Srateful ſerv ices to the God of 77 uth and 
Ne. == This the caſe of St. Paul, and 
=" hat he has aſſerted in the text. directly 
lead us to conſider; and the importance 
of the thing itſelf renders | it highly Worthy 


e particular diſcuttion ſince it muſt, 
in a great meaſure, | determine Pe fenal - 


<4, tur, and it juſt and rational Claim to 
row ard. Virtue in. aclion, ; and Tt cal H 
: rac ler, Ix * alw. avs to be eftim; ea from the 
| ditpoſition and condu: . Hr, in genera), 


trom the integrity, of the mind. And, 


— th ercfore, un order to ſorm a right | ide of 
8 the affection. and biaſfes of the mind. 


10 far as they are oluntarily indulged and 5 5 
cheriſhed, the degrec of opplication which 


5 has uſed. in order to u aderſtand what Is: 


the true rule of life, tog ether with the 5 


vid or bad principles trom whence ite 


judamceints and deter minations flow, mutt 


Aiftinfly confider d. 


be fairly and impartially weigh'd. And, 
of conlequence, the cauſes of an erroneous 
Conſcience, their 7mScence or Malignity, 
and the firength of their mnfluence, mut 
20 a great way toward: denominating par- 
ticular characters to wy either pious and 


1x the i IRST pl: ace, that 30 575 7 Canm 
zotally excuſe from nile” but what | is me 
INC ible: This i 10 8 baſis of all our ren- = 
- ſonings upon the ſubjca, | and therefore it 
18 neceffary that it be lea ily and ditt inctly 
ttared. And that W hat 1 15 aſſerted in this 5 
propoſition is agre e at Ic to our ce Theft appre— 
hentons of God, and. of the mellirent 
and accountable frame of Man, and to all 
the equitable. princ ples and 1: xims of 1 


0 and Human COVCr! ments, Vi All ! = 


1 11 £ 


madiately ap [ ear upon ſettling rich tly this 
| iingle Point — *. (hat is mcant by ind h- 
. 75% N 11014 a at tir dls hg znities that error, 5 
which ariſes, f rom * ratural 7 [mapa ity or 3 


mfpecient and ad; 5 WO 141 3 5 Of kno TY (0 TC, 


my 


upright, or corrupt and VICIOUS, 1 now : 7 
| proceed to tolve the | inquiry propok. d, and 
Mall begin with obſerving un general, 


--:. knowing be tler; 0 from the want t o 


But in 5 0 "a! conftradiicn an Error may 


he. 


75 
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The plea of an erroneous Conſcience 
be ſaid to be invincible, that is not natu- 
rally and abſolutely ende 1. E. in 


other words, it may be fairly preſumed, 
that all ſuch errors, as it is not regaſonabl. 
to expect, taking in every circumſtance, 
that a perſon ſhould awid; or which it 
was highly probable he would fall into, 


from his education, and the force of ex. 


ample, from the want of motives to exa- 
mine, and helps to judge rightly, and ſeve- 

ral othcr CO, which might be 
enumerated ; it may, I fa ay, be fariy pre- 
ſumed, chat ſuch errors as theſe will be 
85 admitted as 4 good plea before the righteous 5 


and merciful tribunal of God, and be no 


more 4 bar to the obtaining his favour, 
than if they ſprang from an inc able Fa 
jet in the intellectual faculty, or 125 
want of 2 y light. 8⁰ when i 18 
aftirm'd, that none but invincible err: 
will foto hy excuſe us from guilt, the Whole 

amounts, to no m ore than this almoſt Telt- - 


7 5 evident | truth, - 1 915 - That nothing will 012. 


tirely excuſe us, but what argues a tho 
rough unperver ted ho meſty, ind c00d dif- 
_pattiion; nothing, in ſhort, that we might 
ind aug. to have prevented, and V. hich 


diftinfly confider d. 


mn 
77 


„ owing to the voluntary neglect and Sy R N. 


* 


abutc Of CUr OWN powers. 
Bur it it be allowed, that ind incible 
error removes all guilt, it may {till be 


ak d. how an crroncous” Combe can 


be defcribed as a god Conſcience ? Can 


that he a good Conſcience, which | is 55 


rift in its off important deciſions? which 
puts forth % e lights whereby to delude 
and enſnare us? * ſo far as it is crro- 
neous, de cats the natural intent and uſe 
of Con! cience? which as a guide i is n- 


: fafe and dangerous, as a monitor runfaith- 
ful, as a judge blind and prejudiced ; and . 
by following which, we muſt of neceſſity 8 


5 relinquiſh and deſert the paths of virtue £ 
-I anſwer, that it is undoubtedly. evil 
. all. thee reſpects: : But how? Why f 
if its errors are, in the ſenſe 1 in which 1 
have explain'd che term, invincible, only 
5 thus: As the natural decay or loſs of rea- 


ſon is an ev/l, Or as all the ac cidental infir- 


- -mities and misſor tunes, that attend LHaman 


nature, may be repreſen! ted a8 evils.” But, 


notwitl iſtanding this, in the mord conſi- 


deration of it, it may be denominated gta, 2 
when ite miſtakes are of ſuch a kind. and 


La ing 
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- - = 
— hg o 
. o PR: 
= * — — — - 
- 
- — h_ 
—_ _ 
- 


it the u! Ca of guilt: 


"017 G10 ble, 


not Inv incible, 


- at might 1 be ex pected, | 
mn 44 6 ry circumſtance, 
| fall imo; 


The plea of an erroneous Conference 


ſpring from ſuch a concurrence of un- 
happy circumſtances, as are conſiſtent with 
the ſtricteſt Py ſonal virtue. and an uncor- 
rupted integrity of moral charatter.” 


Tur $S£conD obftervation whic KI 


would make in anſwer to the queſtion, 


how far an erroneous Conſcience is an 
excuſe for mms alities, is this; That ex 
actly in the degree in. which its error is 


the 3 of the Conſcience : 


mutt be e ed. This is a moſt certain 
and obvious deduction from the foregoing, | 


head. For if 17510 but invincible. error wil! 


totally excule from guilt, all error, that | 1— 


muſt. necci farily include in 
7. c. all ſuch error, a» 
taking 
th: at we ould not g 

and every prejudice, which 


might be expected with - "QUE in aſhmn, has | 


we (ould conquer Ak 1 ſubdue. Ind incibl: 


| error 1s therefore admitted as. A complete 


excuſe, 


| therefore 


5 Mutt; 
error. 


becauſe * innocent 3 and it 12 


Wmmucent, bee . is nnoulun- 
ary. On the contrary, all vole mtary erro” 


: on that very. account, be cr iminal 


And af crror be «riminal only be- 
Dh 1 cant: 


2 ] /l intty 00 ſider 4. 


Luuſe it 1» Voluntary, it directly follows S N Ar. 


trom hence, that the malignity of it mult 
increaſe according to the dre in which 


7 9 


IV. 


* 


it is voluntary; or, Which is the ſame, it 


mult always mcreaſe in p- por tion as it 
was in our power to have avoided it, in 


Hur {er ral ſtations, and with dur reſpec: 


tive abilities and advantages. 

AG. AIN, All error is voluntary, as the 
"auſes of it arcev oluntary. Now of theſe 
there is a variety. As, in the (iſt) place, 
Impert: A and ſuperficial inquiry, which is 
evidently unbecoming reaſonable creatures; 
Who ought, m all points of importance in 
which head higheft intereſts are concern'd. 
10 proce ccd ah the utmoit caution, and 
0 not. to act with rafhneſs and Pic. ſumption. . 

r. (adly) Abſolute ndifference and at - 


ian, Which directly oppoſes the orig 
nal and only deſign of our peculiar and -- 


: more noble faculties; and mult, theretore, 
be more blamcable f incomp lete and 
1 partial examination z | becauſe he that per- . 
+ lorins bis duty in leme MIC at. % 15, compa— 1 9 8 8 
ratively ſpeaking, a better man, than he.” 


who neglects it 4/46 ether. This, 1. apprc- 


bend, as J a Te neral nale. cannot be diſputed: 


Co "af ugh | 


The plea of an erroneous Conſcience 


SE1 K M. though the circumſtances of caſes may 


make ſome exceptions. But (zdly) The 
cauſes of religious error may ſometimes be 
pride, prejudice, obſtinacy, or ſenſual paſ- 

ſions darkening and controuling the judg- 
ment; which, beſides their having a na- 


5» tural tendency to produce the two former 


cuvils, muſt, upon this account alſo, be 


more criminal than either of them conſi- = 
der'd abſtractedly, and in itſelf; as they 
not only argue the warn? of that good tem 
per which may juſtly be required of all 
Mankind, but the __ pron of an. 
5 evil temper. 
Tunis therefore we may 1 as Our ob 
of judgment --- That the guilt of all vo- 
 luntary error differs with the cauſes of it. 
If it be occaſion d by partial and unfiniſh'd 


inquir ies, in caſes where greater exactneſo 


and care, and more extenſive thought and. 


reflection, may fairly be expected from 
us, all due allowances being made for our 
ſituation and circumſtances, it is then 5 
undoubtedly ſinful. If it ariſes from abſo- 
lute 7nattention, and the making 10 uſe 
ot all of our rational capacities, its ma- 
lignity | Is rather heighten 4 and e 5 


aft nes V confider cl, 5 
it pr. de, prejudice, or. ebftinacy, are the SFR NI. 
antes Of error „the guilt of it is tht „%, IV. 
/ncreaſed. But the 78! pitch of all is, e 
hen 1rregular inclinations, and the {ve 
and purfuit of evil, genus an unnatural . 
and fatal 77005 to the fide Of! religion and. 

GM Morality. : It 1s therefore a great abuse 


of our Own w cakneſoe and credulity, and 
very Prcpoftctous, method of - arguuig. 

S 
to concinde, that we are entirely juſtified 


evenin pr: actices which the lav of Nature 


| Do forbids, merely becauſe the inward ſenſc >. 
5 1 1 and reflection | of our minds Tt GCS not . 
"Fo grim us. For if our moral dis ſcernment 
„ | and ſente of things be crroncous, what- 

. Ls ever was the Cauic of then e ror, muſt alſo 
© 2. te: ane original cauſe 0 all. the natural 
's 1 8 eftodts of that Crror. = rom whence it IS 4 
Wt mol manifeſt and unavoidable ference, 
* e hat "ur conduct, : however vo Proters ap < 
q proved o Fi by us, muil be 3 'Nal EN. Kactly 

Y f dewr, 2 in winch bur wand v. ang, 
1 FE mwmdement 105 eng! And | Un, leads me 
0 Obſerve; 1 1 
3 "= ZFHIRDEY, That tere Eh Ales wp 
3 pPoſcable, in wh ich a man m. Ake 


bl; 
bl 
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«3 * 7 
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I g age ef- :. 7» 4 P ah, + 
10e. 18 it 15 dark 85 1 un G 111 ing ih: r 


i 10 evil ITCH) reſpect to its al, recti. 


aral (ſimate, when luft and {nfaality 1 


| 3 C i ET, 
„ Nadir 240 nel KE ahn. Cal 0 CAO 


Tre flea of gn EFYONEOHS Conference 


7-Day oO the ſentiments and erſuaſions 01 
tas mind, and yet be N laid, uon the 


7 OS 3 
„ io have an ci Conſcience. By fol- 


IC Wing euatich as his guide, * not 


exerciglug his judgment, by iinngintug and 


Prefieniing a great dea U, a, 3 confraer ing and 


oolbrins Vel little, he may work an 


kit afort of conuf7iom of the trath of 


ein at} NN U 


; OE . 
and mmoral principles. And 
WIC Ne tilis 8 Coiſclence 18 moſt 


Certain evil in reſpect of 's ſudg nie 7115; 


14 192.5 
og 
by 7 
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ralous, awkard, and unnatural lights, as Sr RM. 


may create <ither conternpt or averſion. 


Ap, finally, of ſuch a Conſcience as 


this it may be truly faid, that it is ev//, with 


reſpects to its effects and £91 ſequences. For 


let us ſuppoſe a man really to believe, that 
the diſtinction of good and evil ; 15 feign d 


and imaginary — What true Ponce or Com. 


Hurt can reſult from this belief? Js he not 
entirely depriv d of the ſubſtantial and ſub- 


ime pleaſur es of a virtuous wind? And 


What has he left in the room of theſe? 


Certain it is, that no rational delight can 


foring from vice. The ſum of his happi- 
neſs therefore mutt conſiſt in this only 8 


in a dull relief from inward anxicty, and : 
the abſence of remorſe and diſquietude 
Or, if we ſuppoſe him to pr oc d a greater 


length, and that his Conſcience dict: and 


excites lum to aunmor, al pra actices as not 


IV: 


. my lJawſul, buta part of his 7 T5 0 dt,, 


the ſame queſtion fill recurs Hat 275 
Lis Pleaſures? Has he any thing more 


dan the pleaſure of a are, when be per- 
forms a hard Paje that is impoſed. upon 


im? Or my other ſatisfaion, than that 


of. having obcy'd the Comma nd of an 47— 


6 2: 5 red ary - 


actions. But tele arc bold ant groundleſs 


The fplca of an erronons Conferew 1 
bitrary and ter anm cat moſter -V ich the 
be uni of aching wagamit his na- 
tural ſenſe of juſtice and humanity, and 
every dictate of his {Uperior reflecting fa- 
eultics? And can any truly exce//ert and 
400 700 l. Peace of ind {pr Tu trom I re- 


No i ; | 4 ; 7 : . | A 
ligion, that ofters violence to Nature? Any 


5 CCC „ * 8 5 
Pi. 1 Cie El 10 that. which 18 del V 9 


trom a gentle, benevolent, and merciful. 


1 in kidithe cutics of  relivicn, „And 


7 


the pieaturcs of 9,179 L od, x arc n N arably 
Rs 7 — . 10 upp ofition is mani 
elk contradiction to ram, and experience. 


Auoxcçsr the many "we CONCEItS and 


f delufons⸗ which have Obtant'd in different 


of the World, VI ankind Fave mvented 


| various chemes 10 ine ice a Neccyity 61 


ini. mT. | VV lien th 4 Il. Fg) 7 Vl the | 1 Ts 


ventor, the (chem Was Uikfeerſal and in 


corrigible Fate. In mdr times this word 


has been. changed for hers; for abiclitc, 


” 7 1 7 "ih 
irrcvocablc, irreſiſtible, Deurics, and tu ch 


Kind of „ WR NPACA Ge as: eniplics the %. 


ſallibli Cert: 1; fy, I. C. II Heel 1 Aas 


0 * 


1 


pee 41: tions, ab fte! "me and perpics: . 1 . in- 


dec, in tlie diſcustion ol perticalars, from 


the 


8 £5 4 77 3 
„li bi] confider dl. 
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1 


the natural Weaknebb and Imitation of Tlu- 


man reaſon ; but 12 general of eaty deter- 


5A 


mination, bec utc they are dir cetly repug- 
nant to the gxperienc'd fr. ame Oi Our Nature 
Aud moſt tirely. if this ſcheme; upon 
il be, of the Opinions above-mention'd, 
Was right, it would ſignity nothing, whe- 
ther Coi:ſcience was Hit, or enlichten'd ; 


whether it gave the projerence to hat we 
ally irtue, or to vice; nay, Whether a man 


acted conformable to the Tiſh tates of ts Co! 1 


ee 55 3 7 | 
8 Cicnec, ol mt, Would ING P. 2C Teh KIA ſame 


. 


g in point 04 wh, becanie he rn It QIWays 
5 be mma, whether he acts tb, Oo! 


againſt, Conſcienceé, W. 90 do 8 Not! Mg but 


GC 


| Ty hat he 15 766 l 47946 7 10 4605. t tins 12707) tv 


ariſe citner from the original eo nftitation 


= 3d. framer of his mind. of roi an Over 


4 
ling 1. erna! ache y. 
B 1 h 
it t! le CONT be true, e eee 
4 niit ail, 48 Well 71. Fat Ven. tlie 


ad; ing, Which 1 Þ Ve "pur i 1 


hold | nood in all 1 Its bran (- ors + _—_ Fires: Vit 


Sor muſt Ni fe _— ad 01 lt R CETOY- 1211 11 


| > (4 1Min. 2 i lie 11, in Partie . in 
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The plea of an erroneous Conſcience 
. Conſcience ſpring from ca, that ſuppoſe 
the entire want of integrity, and a temper 
K pag and alienated from virtue, the 
plea of Conf; jence can have no manner of 

val: dity.- -— And it will! appcar farther, that 

the only noceſi ti of jirning, that can ſub⸗ 
bit amongſt Niankind. muſt be introduc' d 
by this rolly erroncous C onicience; which 
15 their own ,h produtTig, and not 


= an v part of God s creation, For the: Natl - 


Fai faculty, 1 it had been kept unclo ud 


5 and vis duly confulted, would have | 


been juſt and impartial in its notices and 

admonitions: Whereas when it is 6 
perverted, as to dicbate licentiouſneſs and 
impurity, and confound the unchange 
able order of things, we are not only Jed 
1110 Aang ecrous and pernicious mcaſurcs of 
conduct, but un: pappy every ay. If WC 
5 act n direct oppoliti: 2N to Conſcience, we | 
muſt condemn ourielvcs as guilty of deli- 
berate and reſolute infincerity ; ; and can 


indeed, in the nature of the thing 2 itſelf, 


ae NO regard to what is right, if we wil. 


fully contradic 85 WY 1 to be right. 
5 On the con: Ta | if w e /oligw the dic Fo DLO. | 
of an error cons "Conkei nec, when the er. : - 


ror is not Ccidental and unavoiduble, but 


rings from voluntary corruption, we ral! 5 
. — certainly 


d; iRinftly conf! der dt 


certainly be liable to the im pi tation of 
wt, befc re the cquita le and candid tri⸗ 
luna And thus ve becon e the means, 
by a Vidous mumainge ment, of a real n. 


668 5 3 Cp ES BED 
22 of Hihi. Ig, conliſtent indeed with the 
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Dy of Human 158 Ns, bee ile it is en. 
- tirch y OWINT tO pur foes; we are the ovine 
ons, J Ay, O luce 5 a nc ſis Of fon. 
49 reiher Far 5 me div: ue Der s, 10 any 


x{ornal cault „ ever „ abe, Or (ver 9 
* 5 5 8 hs 1 3 | | | 
have, eſtabliſird. 
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alt. place, to what ha o _ already 
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(direct to flagra int JETS ING tliere is 
BY ity, that the ct 
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a Hreat degree Of Probe 
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„cee 3 from lomec vitious prejudice, 
Wm wy mult rend r it lizhly nal. The 
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7 N. LS 
10 : * plea of (1/1 Cr roe0! 75 CON[Ceim: 


and the autherity of God 1; abfurdiy Pro- 
iti uted to fupylant and: RR the 


laws of Nature; we may july inquire with 


reſpect to all Mankind, who are poliets'd 
of the Proper facultics of Men, either 


Where is the right * iſe of reaſmm * or. 


Wh s become of their Tit? And 


| . 3 
Eve 'y ils 1 f this ke 111; 4 : which cannot be 


1 ; } 4 2 . 7 -- Es, 88 
aſcribec 0 A | arr C 71 it} thic: 14 711 2. Cp {tis 85 
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| SY 


3 beſt, to E Ti Wien, We Ci TOE, it 


LE 1 us. NOW apply this to he caſe of 


St. Pa, which will | bring the whole 
D quiry t to the Pe 0 int, 11 ) which it Was Gelen 1 


to terminate. - He had been ycalou: 


CORRS; 


| and a Perfocutor. The fri tun. 1 


we. rea . him, we find. him ye) 


engage ina a cene of religious Crit lt 5 
ſem: ing, as he hünſelf expreſſes it, ro the 


murde! ol 185 phe A the firſt Chriſtian martyr. . 


This was in his. carly years: 80 that. 11 


ſeems, be COMmMEne 45 a Per Ccutor, as toon | 


; moſt as he Was capable of x engaging ml 


| buſineſs, or of being concern'd in pul Jick : 


trial Ctinns. Aſter this he fill continue}. 


purſuing the lane mcthods of injullice ane 


bac | 


a Aly C071], dard. 


barbarity, and was actuazed by tie v 


"® 2 W 
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| hel. ut. 


The plea of an erroneons Cirſcrente 


who was not mect ti be called an /1{n/tle, by; 
| tha: 2 the tc 501 of all ſaints, nar, the chief 


OY. ſinners--- But it it be truc, tha: he was Te 
chief of 1 the difficulty again. returns. 
how it vas poſſible for him to firm with 
Juſtice, Ghai hc had lived in all 5d Con- 
eience before \ God, during the time that he 
was influenced and tr anſported by his fran- 


tick per ſecuting zeal. 


To winch the us 118 anſucer 18 ; this, 


> 16 appears undeniably from the ſevere cen- 


ſures which he a terwards pa fed upon 5 
bimiſelf; ;--- That he conſide 1d bis Con- 
ſcience as ge on ly | in 9750 Ang l dero, 555 8 
-as ne ated. with @ 95 0 trite tin, ar id; 
fleadily bel. cfaed. what his erroncous in- 
ward guide di; cad: bim to 2s 15811 
: he look' # bon all the Cwiſtians as cull. 
ny of Ballen. w hich, by t the law 5 
Mais, was a capt: 1 Er ime. Ar. d while 


he 8 in this miſta! * it T3 not [7 = | 
| very ſtrange, that t hc touts i be miſſed, 


the wrong app lication ofa 2 25 / ne firs vi 


10 practiſe the ſune outro r "— AJ ence, 
which others have bee n den prom} pied i tr 


by ſuper; io and a fat 5 religion: W. hich, 
bein NT a pretended 2 Gerig ir | Princip te. ©: fy 5 


controv!s 2 . nd fabincs te Natel. 1 + * « Of: 


15 I 1401 


diftin®tly con 1 ” 


moral ay, even when ftrength of ape S: 


tize; and dice, and prejudices of . 


kinds, uniting their utmoſt eftorts, are 


not able to ſuppreſs it. --- However, though 


St. Paul ſcems to have offer'd it as ſme 


extenuation of his guilt (aud indegd it was 


che only excuſe he had to make) that che 


<normitics he commit ted procccde 1 8 N 


gforance; it is evident, notwi ichiſtandling, 


chat he 155 U. ht his 19197 Ade, and Ire DI > 
judices he ho d laboured under, tO lee 


heen in a great meaſure V9/nn7y Þ Since 
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y 


Nc could with no propriety, or comwur OF 


eaſon, have charg d Hm: {ef With bein; 


FY c, of * fners, if he ha J eicher bes we 


VV «2 . | 
arrormcivly 1Snoront of the malignity u ane 


and inlamy of my offences; or his 


had no concern In the comming: on of tlicin. 


and thus this chole affair 15 cal! 2 


PD. iled. by lay ing together, i. 10] me vie v, all | 


that St. Hon bath ſud of himſelf; 321 2 
er wrſedtly a ces with. the Toner account 


that has Yoon given, | in he erg di 
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ward; 2 e, of t! e Inns: e100, 67 ſi 850 Pit 7s, 6 01 4 


ancaus Con! ience. e 


1 en ALI. conclude with Obſcrving 
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and operations of the Sir 70 of Light and 


Truth. 


FF MAY proceed one : ſteß ar ther in ks 


way of general r Nleftion, and add to what 


has been alrcady ſaid, that falſe principle: 


of religion, in one ſhape or other, are too 
commonly entertain'd. This the multi- 


5 pflicity, the wide difference, the direct con- 


trariety of religious ſentiments, that ob- 
tain in the Chr iſtian world, inconteſtably 
demonſtrate. And farther, the right and 
genili ini principles are often diſgured by art- 5 
ful gloties and refinements, or depi av'd by 1 5 
ſpurious additions; which blend, and min- 


let together, a confuſion of Truthand Falſe- 
uod. Or, at leaſt, if they happen to be 


retain Fg in their ſtrict original purity, and 


thy interpreted, tuch conſequences are fre- 


quently extorted tom them, as, in a great 
meaſure, prevent their natural uſe and effi- 
cacy. For it is not an unuſual thing, to 
te groundleſs 71 nforences, that are weakly 
deduc d from good proces. uſurp the 
weight 


"But of the Spirit 


weight and influence of the principles T Hel 
1 ſebor „ as the ſpring and rate of action : 
Which amounts to the ſame, in effect, 


man's having nothing clic but 7 5 F 
and erronegs ſentiments, to determine and 
regulate Js courſe of life, As, therefore, 


it has been plamiy proved, That when vir- 


tlie and picty proc ccd either trom C97} 1 : 


prince los, or from, alſe conſoque? "CCS "AY 
1 7 


ſtituted | in the placc of truc principles, the 
motive, or determination 10 virtue (which | 
fo far is error only) cannot be aſcribed to 


the Holy and infallible Spirit of God: As 


this, l ſay, has been plainly: proved ; the 


many and various caſes that occur of this 
kind, wherein it is ab! urd to ſuppoſe a De- 


dine influence, ſhould, one would think, be 


allow'd by all Chriſtians to! be a ſtanding and 


unqueſtion: ble evidence of tlie natural _ 


fires th of the Human mai i! nd, an; d the fore 


of its reſolutions ; ; and that, as it agrees beit“ 


. with reaſon, with tlie Very Kea of rel, Oh; MN, 
with the univerſd ſtrain of the Got X 
{which | 18 addreſo d to us as re. fonah Ic CrCa= 


# 


tures, furniſhed with proper caf IC {CS 101 | 
achlon) it is likewiſe a truth contirm'd by 


lact and obſervation, that Man, by. the 125 
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Of the influences aud 
good-—that * prete nces to a Divine uſſiſt. 


arice are unſupportable, 75 far us e, 
Principles deterinme our choice, and are 


the {cle we tives to action. And my inſitt- 
ing 10 lat gely on tius ſubjc ect will necd no 
apology, when it s confi der 'd that 1 It may 
help to determine (as ! have before oh- 
ſerved) ſome important controveiftes, ſub- 


liſting amongſt Chriſtians, about 10 eu 


tial a point as the Maral agency of Man, 


- which is thc ncceſſ ry Fandation of all /azc 


and govern nent, whether Divine, or Hu- 


man. We may obſerve, 


IN the SEC OND place, that thoſe 43 g 


Which are deſcribed, in the text, as the 


Ms uit of the Spirit a are no other than Myral 


virtues, Goodneſs, Rinhtoouſneſs, and Truth ; 
things of real fubfential excellence, Cd. 
ike in their nature, and e in 


their ob! cation. It was to awaken Man- 


kind out of their lethargy, occafion'd by 


manifold ſu perſticions. and vices, and 19 
incule ate a ſtrict regard to the above- 


me! ntion'd primiti: ve —_ effential Autirs, 


| that thc 9% of God came down. from hea- 
5 And! it VV A8 Or chy che Spirit of. 8 

— 41 4 0 li mots env { of his commilſion, 
: - inſpire 


fruits of the Wy it. 


inſpire the principles and habits of the 8 
ſme moſt excellent and amiable virtues. 5 
It will perhaps be objected, that, in the 
| parallel text in the Epiſtle to the G alatinns. 
St. Paul ſpeaks of Foith, likewiſe, as a 


fruit of the Spirit. But to ſhew that this 
does not in the leaſt intertere with what I. 
have advanced, it will be only needful for 
me to ſuggeſt theſe tworemarks; (1/7) That 
7 "aith frequently ſignifies | in the Scripturcs, 
not an aſſent to the truth of pr opobitions, but 
the virtue of fidelify. And thus it is natu- 


ral to underſtand it here, ſince it ſtands 


connected and ranked with other moral and 
fecial virtues, ſuch as low peace, long 

_ ſuffering, gentleneſs, ay  meekne[s, a1 ad 

temperance, However, let us conſid der 

it (2dly) in the tenſe of the objection, as 

denoting a be licf of the Goſpel ; ; andit will 

ſtill amount to juſt the /ame. For the Þ aith, ” _ 


| recommended i in the New Teſtament, 


neither believing by chance, nor from 122 


Ry 


fumpticn and 4 high- ſtra ind fancy, n 


from conſtraint and force ; but ſuch a per- 


N ſuaſion, as i8 built on reaſons ſuſnicient to 


convince 4 fair inquirer, and which pro- 


cecds from a | difnter ed and inge Pons 


temper : 
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it as a trivial tho; of. infe⸗ 


Flo! and. dimnutive ex-Hency, is really 
WORN 2 the S 7576 of. uc; yet the 
ee Cl tig mity happeils Th 
this e e be vallly digecreit Tron 

that ol 4; Holicat Ch (tia J.! JI 
count, which the Golpe! 127 Slves, is 
plain and. calily < omprekic ended. But it a 
man was to enumerate % ite of 10 


3 2 A 5 8 5 5 = 1 25 1 
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them, in tizefe rea ie tin nes, by iome Ex59- 


f — y Y A Foxx 1 Jad „ Kh : PE We” p : * 
litors C. the Chriſtian ſcheme „ 1. Mig i: 
k 7% - 5 | 4% ® x * 44 2 by - _ . LEE ws - * * yy re ns p ; 
LWOR TOA] 1 Witt Br Te Þ wp | IK , WO Nees DE! 
ö ö ! 8 1 
C Gldlikese ; Ten I il ( 5 £0 11 a 70271 


13 * — * * ' — 2 ee! * 


7 5 : 4 1 990 4 9 4 C "©, \- > * * ] a. ; 
[ity to tritt tac ein wa 
ls 5 / ERR #99} ne: EPS a 4, | 
degrees } 17 IN” ? ef [87 ); 4 IT, £1 11 ly $ £ M* 28 TE 

- - % +” 7 63 . * 1 7199 
K | 4 BY 5 _ = bu fit (t 7 | 
5 2 f PR « * % 


/ 1 ble 22 eh; 5 15 ue 1 1 { IC 125 | EXT? 643< 


93 9 : Wk * 
« | . 7; 41 Fi ds, FX D 1 th = Y V. 11 ich 
- » * 5 4 _  : 
er TO ne Dy ON 191 M1 netime: 


* 0 on; and, EET 3 r ν¹ỹj²e, | 
TCD e ul NE 7 vill, and lay'2 


/ 


COP re eel ne tat wa ſucullics and 


— mes ” ot o- 


1 
1 — — - U 
7 8 * 
+ ** RR 5 
— — 
. | l A. n * — re 
— —— " I \ 
— — — * ye wal Go 1 > „ — P 
k — * — — ry on =— — * — 4 1 
I brag 2 2; Az * 4 * - b is * - 2 * * ee 
5 * © &f s» I 8 ; — 4 
— - - 1, — < 8 "Y _ 4 5 5 — \ 7 4 * % * 3 © py s 
. — O - : ? 
— — — "R — 4 * > * — * % * yg 20 4 — - _ ** . 15 5 L 4 4 
* 8 ; * — ot U — bh — * 8 — # 1 Js 5 * 
— A 2 >. . — — — * a. > * 
9 4 w__ — ak = - * , AA od * f * 0 - 
- 0 . — 
«fs g } [ 14 3 wad o 4 —— 
FEY . = Fo AT i 1 4 W 2 
- — % — — 9 = T7 4 : # = p L 
. * = . 
— +. 2 2 — * 4 - * a 8 Fr y 4 , z ; - 
FR R — 8 . . * * N - 
4 4 8 — * 3 4 1 i IJ c 
— - go = — ee — a RY * * * ; 4 — : 5 pot 8 "7 f * 
* nd wal , 2 5 . * 922 » P 
o Py on 4 W | He * w - _— 
* — — 3 2 % — N * a = Far . I - 
- 35 a . * 9 3 he ; a * 
* * o - _ 
4 — =; =y — 8 — . & * 6 1 bc - 5 — 
” ke * . 
nes 2 — — I * . 4 —- Ts * 9 n * k 
* — =_ 22 — V . . —_ _ * . wv — 4 * * — 
* — — x * * * * E 
, - *- - IS > © D ? —— J 2 * Y 2 * 
_ WF — 4 F 9 4 — a 1 - J 4 — 1 * 1 — 7 4 
5 5 — — x gs — - 4 ke 4 oo i 9 4 — 'E 
* — Sy ow © | _ A 4 7 » . P * 
ww — 2 - 7 1 — 2 55 < 
« c-4 — —— > 8 * Fo) * 4 9 4.3 % - > Ie — — — 
: 46 m—_— * FP bs 1 Caen] — 4 — * - — 4 — — hs — * - ka 
— — . BD = 5 oo. * N * — - FO F SO . * — 5 
— - * . * 4 — — * — TP | _ an "_ 
v—<4 * * bun, a — 4 Pt — ww Shes . 
4 & mu — | pupr—= * — % — 4 hw 3 2 FEARS - > & 9 — - — 
* ww 4 ——— — we — r F af * — 
— 1 1 ** — A . N. % — * 0 4 . 
8 * . OO 1 4 
—ͤ— Fn IE — = * N J Riga - * a 3 
* * — * 
— 5 * % 47 — 3 — — " "Ike _ * MR * ' : by od 7 
— 8 891 : - > — "3b, 40s at f 8 5 8 : 0 FR e ö 4 : bl 
— 2 ne g *® 4 "= — * - th $ 4 * n s 0 2 : ; 
— —ͤ— — | o — 6 * . — 
7 2 9 5 3 . — { of } 9 — 3 as $ yh , ; 4 5 
. \ - — —— ” 
— 4 = 0 . 4 - gy 2 * " * 4 — * — * 2 
Wy — ey 3 ge * 4 = _ . o * 
— 0 W — . * \ 2 - 12 2 N * 
hd 8 5 * ng: am 4 . * * — 
4 he oY 4 y— — * * — om 4 * * — — * * . — 
— 4 — WY of ” ok SEW \ 2 1 * 8 — 4 E * — * 
— — # 8 0 PR —— 28 P } —— m &, + * 4 9 4 
8 — . — v_ - 4 # - v * a 5 — 
: — — 1 | 4 > 2 "a 2 j — — G e ; = þ4 
© ith IN - * 1 ne _ - f - 4 
* — ? 127 m 0 — F — * — —— -— 4 — * N = : 7 * N * 
* — —_— — N ul — a U : 1 1 * 1 . — 
I no 3 s # yu — 4 4 — — "az * * » f N 1225 5 E 7 F } — 
| he © — 7 > — N wd r * 5 _— 2 W — — a * - | lo 
Ba SG vw « 4 *4 * 4 9 - ” - 
— 4 4 } 3 — * | — — — — _ wy # * * — 
%" * — — oY — 4 4 — vs * — % — 4 * "ay "v0; > r * - 
b we — . * a wt * — — . me I Fa - 4 * = Ww „ 4 & # - 89 , 
, £ # * % = & 
> — 4 Prey * 5 ad * e RY LY * f 2 — . 5 AS 8 1 8 
N 7 — Y 1 0 = — ww <5 » #® 2 — — - 0 jor 4 a — " 5 7 — * —— — Rs... 
© %*”C F —— dh of — * | , 3 9 7 4 — : 4 - f 4 * & 4 - . w_ # „ — Pa, 
nad , WO 4 — — av . ad -- [4 _ | ri — 4 Es 4 4 * OR 1 | ** — * * J Faure 4 = "ws 
—_— - — x % ' —— ms : T Pay 4 s ; a 
a "_-_ en mm — > Sat * 2 * — „12 2 iP ! — F ED - 7 
— 2 . 1 * — — 2 * * * N 2 2 3 — "Wer. 
* wd p — | i * . — — — * ® 7 - — F : * ; a = % od 
2 5 — 5 — h « 36S, % * * * »—_ 2 — — \ — Ms 
— q — F — 8 — — —— * — 9 co 2 — 
_— i 1 * hl — 4 7 "ay Lund + OY "Stk * 1 — — 3 * gp 
" 8 \ * * — . 9 
* - » whey 6. gra — 7 * > - — 8 þ.. > — 4 . e 4 _ 
— : ——_— — A , hy; L — — 52 2 = : 
: —_— — 4 * 23 Fg <4 : Ld — — — . o 
' 3 9 * = % 2 LI 4 —s we” —_ * — 4 „ ds * 3 * o — — — * [ 
W * _ — ** - F * * — — s = — — —— , 5 4 f 
2 4 K — wa , was F - — — — gm" 4 tin 
— 8 1 . - vw mo : * * — © 1 * * wo. 8 FP " 2 . a ; — 
þ 1 4 = - * — — 3 * — A . ——ä 4 
—— 2 - — nc PER: # * — — 25 - I 8 - — 
2 — | ” * 7 I— 7 2 ed 4 | — 4s % = 5 4 - . * | . nad? 
FED — 6 — ** — "It = a . — : ; * as: + 4 
* 4 —_ 3 , PS. * — 4 4 } 5 ” —— — Is . 8 muy 8 - g * * ; 2 $ 
: 7 * } : i 4 . p Us 5 Fa 3 — 2 x 1 — — 410 : I a 3 — — 
us : = be. } 7 0 N ; — % —— a — — , . 
— — — 4 * * 1 . * 
— 0 — — e * — 1 4 "Ms a wy 3 \ — wo } — _ p — 33 — 4 
> —— — 89 P F _— =" bes * — — * . - - £ 3 — — — 7 
my " - — - * as _ 5 0 
— — 5 A - — 2 — 1 5 9 A — * 1 '-. . — : * 
* ka 8 — 7 bs P \ 4 - - -—_ 3 — — 7 3 \ ——— 
8 © % N - — * 9 
. ſp _ I * 4 PIP — — — — 
* > — — WOE , _— — 3 8 
_ — —— x 4 * 
— —— : e 
_ — pi 
0 


110 


Of the influences and 


"Roz RM, uncontroulable energy of an Almighty 


V. 


POWC Es 


0 * AGg AIN, " ws 4 Go we 3 at the 


75 uits of the Spirit are ſenſible and cM 
911ſhible impreſſions made upon the mind--- 
 flrength of paſſion, tranſports, and inward ö 
fervours ? The Scriptures encourage no 


ſuch pretenſions; and Reaſon directly op- 
poſes them. Reaſon plainly teaches, that 


theſe are uncertain and fallacinus marks, 
by which no juſt judgment can be 


formed. For inward heat and raptures, 
| ſudden emotions, and wnexpeeted ſuggeſtions, | 
may be purely mechanical ; and accounted | 
for, like other vicithtudes and changes 1 

55 the Human frame, from the general laws of 
Natrre ; and, particularly, from the vaſt 

= influence which /ancy has upon our ſen- . 

; fatios and taffions, And, ſurely, it muſt 
be a very ſur pr1zing and prepoſterous height = 
of confidence, to "a on any thing as the 
criteria and reſt of our being g regenerated, 
and Dt vinely directed, if WC are not certain 

(as here it is impoſtible we ſhou'd be) that 

it cannot. (pring Irom mechanical caules, but N 


5 requ res A 4 /pernatural inter- 
poli... k 


App 


' 
8 


fruits of the Spirit. 


111 


App to this, that the marks, which we 8 K NI. 


are now ſpeaking of, are no lets dangerous, 


than they are fi Ilacions and dece itful. They. 


give a handle to every wretched Enthuf. oft 
to impute his ravings, and follic 8, and v ld 
tarts of A N to the Spirit of tie 


ſiaiung G od. nd thus they conſecrate de- 


lution and Hp, and, if it be of a 1 
centious and impure tendency, enable it, 


3 


wy 


with the more eaſe, to extirpate the natural 


| ſeeds of virtue, and corrupt the morals. 
They are dangerous likewiſe in this re- 


ſpect as they divert us fr om attending bo. 


the ſubſtance of religion, by employing 5 


all our concern about inward /celings, WArm 
7. ames, and fermented ſpirits, which have 


no relation | to it. Finally, they a are ot 


very bad confequer cc as to the Peace and 
| comfort Of our minds. 


Is aſcribed to a Divine 


Nate) th en dus „5 COVE: S Us. 


18 


plaints are nisde, that 


there 52 tr uf tion 6: tort 


uickcnine, ſub- 
ſides (as it mitt unavoid: Hly do , becaule 
Nature cannot long contin UC in a violent 


and Coin 
God hath 27 7%. 
drawn the ali od 25 04 iccndf ct Aud 
J ale is, aud wing 


al- 


-Þ or when the 
inward heat cd, and the pai on, that 


Of the 111 fluences and 
hcnether to thc xing a /e 2 ol nude. 
ment, from a ſtate of ſanguinc and lively 
{5/e, to a ſtate of languid and gloomy de- 
ſpars Upon theſe accounts, our bleſſed 
Saviour wicly inſtructeck his diſciplés to 
determine t] Us „ Whether 
they Were 4111 of 1 19 114 === only by | 
the moral chung. that was effected in then 
tempers, and habits, and outward bcha- 
VIOUT; - Maid not: ſays he to Nicodems, 
twat I faid unts thee, Ye ini l be born gg 12. 


| [ior tic thing Uns noth ing 0 prof, undly = 


* 


mav/t; 11018 in it as VOu cem to imagine, 
Put Ine V be Pla, a by a Janiliar I 
itance. | 7 The ond Got cates tt Meth, 
_and thou hear 1 the 22500 cker but. can 
HO elf coli 70. 6 Fe. COA 5 and- Tcl thier i: 


TH,'tH 5 90 F Heil 43 OrN of the 


1 B 1 1 5 I 1 Ee 2 8:1 2 1 N 
f RP, = \\ £31632 45 SH ne had fant, ] Be 


. OI Tine Sil 132 indeed . — 
4 I | | 
1 ; 8 7 . 
e to le e, Ana ot tg DC 147% 


rom a wan "OV > Crone oft his natut 15 
i; >Cultics ; but they 216 Vii! Ne and cer tain in 
the ls Or 7 A, which they Fi 
dice; in the fruits FX morality, and. ; 
univerfal Cc mntormity * © the ; dictates of rea- 
ſon, and Une laws ( God or: as the 


text "EE 


wok 


fruits of the Spirit, 
text expreſſes it, in tbe » fruit of goodnejs 
and righteouſaefs, and truth, 


Bur this leads me to another -obſerva- 
tion, with which I (hall conclude : And 


5 ERNI. 
V. 


that is, — That the way. I have t taken of 


confidering this ſabicO 1 is the only one th at 


can give ftrens "th and credit to Nel. "01072 3 8 


which can never be ſuppor ted with Les 


nor. effectually recommended to wile and 


unprejudic dl judges, but by advancing Mo- 


rality. On the contrary, the repreſenting 
3 ligion an having a certain incomprehenſible 


and myſtical ſublimity ---as more ſpiritual” 
and refined than mere moral virtue, --- 


and diſtinct from it — muſt, of courſe, de- 


ſtroy the reſpect and confidence, which are 
\ otherwiſe due to 7 2 g¹ characters. And 


5 this melancholy and reproac chful conſe: 


quence of ſo ſtr. ange and injudicious a 


conduct j S alrcady, too viſible, and plain 


from experience. For it is the remark of 


a very great and admired writer, that -- 


I WO... are toid a Mon 75 relig; bus; «00 fill 


aſs, £6 What are His Morals * *”-- - But there 


could be no . | forndation for ſuch. a : 


2 Clit enflich OP 4 11 e 


Ve t . 
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55 e 


. 


= 7 


5 po: ection and I ppincts, ils tendency 060 
WOO ie: the 5 Public food: And to give 


Of 76 ih influ euces and 


bitter ſrcaſiu, by which the moſt vene- 
rable name, and the beſt cauſe in all the 
world, are treated with /cor1 and ridicule-- 
If religion v as alvrays deſcribed as. a rea- 
. ſcrvice; in Which moral obliga- 
tions mainta in d their proper rank, and 
verre achnor ledg d to be an a ef mal, nay, 

the ſuper tor, part. „ - — 
Mx of thought and ing Senuity ught 


. | 


be ab being milled by mere ſheep 


1d OL n app K"AFQNCC; which i is the juſt 
tha rocter of the 77197 ant and the > ſuperficta!. 
And if they argued impartiality, upon the 
truth of 1 things, and not upon Pepular 2 e 
judices, they would quickly diſcern, that 
RAivion, confider'd as it is in itſelf, muſt 
aid and Arengthen CVC ry A5, al Tie. For 
1 retains every metroc that Voralit „ in 
tlie JOFare te e notion of- ir; nel ales, ariſing 
from cither - its branry or 1867 its agree- 
ment wis n 11 he n atural or dor and relations? 


11a 


of things, its ag Wanceiment Of ferfena! 


O 9 


the gte. ater force to all th eto, it add, s ano- 
ther high {1 0s _— molto, and that is the 5 


author of 1:0 che wile and merciful 


Genu. 5 


fruits of the Spirit. 113 
Froernur, the righteous and impartial 8 KM. 
judge, of Mankind. And if religion, fair- * 

ly repreſented, had only its direct and ge- e 
nuine influence, and was practisd in its 
full exſent, the ſtate of the queſtion would 
deſerve to be alter'd: And when we 
| heard, that a man had J Moral priz- 
ciples, and was a Be of natural Juſtice 
and good tempe - inſtead of acquieſcing i in 
this, for our more complete ſatisfaction, 
as to the ſolid ground of repoſing confi-". ; 
gence in him, we might, reafmably, be 
ſollicitous to know farther ; © Whether be 
was religious and devout?” Indeed, the 
7ble author above-mention'd was pleaſed 
0 ſay, that this is a 2222 n we ſeldom 
think of * And, as we are apt to think = 
but ſeldom of ober queſtions, that are not 
only pertinent, bat of the utmoſt 22 
ſance, the ſact, Perhaps, may be in a 


Stent meaſure, as he has ſtated it. ut 


| rom What docs! it proceed ?--From the tr us 
nature oſ religion? This cannot be pre- 


tended withoutbc dra ving catreme weakneſs, 5 


and want of re fie ion. It muſt therefore, = 
ring entire fly Cit] ker fro om our or IEND- | 
C Char: erg ck 5 Rid. : | 
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Of the influences, &c. 


rance of religion; or „ 11s corrup- 


tions of it by ſuperſtition and vice. But 
_ notwithſtanding both of theſe, it may, 
when it is rightly explain'd, be the moſt 
natural ground, and the ſtrongeſt guard, 
of mutual faith and confidence. And I | 
will venture to aſſert, upon the reaſons al- 
: ready produc! d, that the Mcre Moral Man 
(if ſuch a one there is, or can be) without 
religion, is not able to give the /ame ſecurity TY 
to the World in ge Tacks of his honeſty ; 
to his Country, of his ſteady and uncor- 
OY rupted duty; or to his Friends, of his 1 in- 

5 violable honour and fidelity; as he can do, 8 
5 ; who is both Moral and Religious. And N 
the Chriſtian char acter, in particular, can 
be conſider'd in no other light, without 
5 doing it an unpardonable WIONg, than as 

moſt friendly to Human commerce, and cal- 
_ culated for the moſt complete preſervation | 
5 of all our natu1 al and ſocial riglits; ſince 
the fruit of the Spirit, Vv hick flentially | 
bclongs to it, is cxpreſſly ſaid to be the 
Moral virtues that ſupport the order and 
happineſs of Societies 8 VIZ, Gordnefi, and ” 


Right 0 gh. aud Ti wth, 


SER: 


c 
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Erur s. iv. 26. 


not the ſun 2 go dn 771 par our 
Wrath —— 1 „ TR 


55 "OT jp” be found, upon re- 8 
fo. 5 
er” 58 flection, that the who of Re- 


4 


| «7 4's *. * Th * RIP ren PO 48 neue 8d 15 


Be ye ans; „ and Vn mot : bat 


Ir RAL. 


"FL 


& ligion is liccle elſe, bcfides the 


5 8 . | "+ | 
2 1 ight conduct . govern- 


ment of our Aſfictians, and 


; P, 8 If theſe are well regulated. tlic 
_ natural conſequence will bi. Piety, 1 bade, 


— — 


_ 8 1 = 1 - ds 22 : 
- — — AT . r 
— —— 4 3 8 * — _ 1 2 * 8 L 


= 2 — — — — — 
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and Happineſs ; and, in every caſe, the 


manner in which they. are allowed to ope- 
rate, their habitual and prevailing influence, 


: determine the character to be cither ver- 
 frigus or vicious. Thus, for exa mple, if 
our ſupreme Love be placed on what is 
moſt. e and amiable, and has the 
greateſt eri: io recommend it; it muſt, 
of necefiity, center in God, a Being of: all 


poſtible perfection, the ſpring of life and 


joy, the eternal and original Fountain of 


es beer 5 a rel and eternal difzrace to to 
our Reaſon, and Moral pov ers, int not | 0 
much by the tele ſentiments and cuſtoms of 


good. On the contrary, if it be fixed on 
- Riches as its e object, it degenc- 
. rates into the vi'c > Aﬀect; ion of Cooetouſheſs 
if on worldly Honour, it in the vice we l. 
call Ambition; if on Pl; afirre, we ſhall 
quit all thoſe gene 'rous and exalted | pur- 5 
tlnits which reſine and dignify our nature, 


and be abandotr d to Luxury and Intenfe. 


nec. In like manner, if Shame, Fear, 
md Deteflation, are juitly cxcited, we ſhall ” 


Ye chicky in nfiuenced by what is, in 7t/cl/ 


the : World, and a bitrary 3 


jour and Die 101 ar; and mu b lock on 5 
| lu C = 


— (a wp A" -. "dc ic 


7 
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{uch purſuits as are the neceſſary ſource of 


confuſion, remorſe, and miſery to Intelli- 
gent Beings, and on the diſpleaſure of the 


Infinite and Almichty Governour of the 
univerſe--- as the grcateſt of all ed ils. So that 
the Love, and the Fear of God, which arc 


the ſubitance of true viety, the foundat on 
and ſupport of reg ular, uniform, and]! in- 
flexible virtue, appear to be nothing more 

than the proper management and conduct 


of the Paſions 2 Which is an undeniable 5 


proof, that we ought to conhder Sele 
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godey, nment. as a 2 fun chmental and eile nti: a] . 


| pains, on which all N. ligion depends. 


L Ti g Matter might be put na 10! mew hat 


different lig! Ut by ſhewi ing, that when the 


Paſſions are perver ted, when they 4 are wild, 


head-ſtrong, and ws acvei 45, they muſt, 


in the nature of things, de troy our regard 
41s to Relivicn 25 and interfere with the m 10k 
import. BENS t ob} ge tions of Moral. {5.; and 


that while fc * corrupt princ . are in- 


4 


i b b-4 . ; 
e 
. „ W , . ——————— = 


- — — = 


dulged and cheriſhied 1 in tlie Heart, it 18 48s 


N 8 to expect any true ſentiments OL 


picty, any te dy. Ss. righteouf- 


eis and bencticence, the u, n 
: Behav: gil, as th; at order ſhouts naturally os 


T 4 . ſpring 10 5 


2 7D: 
S ERM. ſpring from confuſion, or licht from dark- 


VI ness. This might be distinctly illuſtrated, . 


CHRIS by 
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examining the direct tendency of par- 


ici, Pattions, But as it would be too 


long a digr eflion, I ſhall only obierve with 


"rchpet to Ange „ the proper ſubject of the 
preſent diſcourſe that it is attended with 
the moſt dre. W and fatal conſequences -- — 
in its fir/t tranſports, if it be not immediately | 
check d and controuled — but eſpecially, 
when it fc les! in a canker'd, black. habitual 
Malice; ; that it 77/77 ies the Mind mot re than 5 
any other Paſſion, and . N with un- 
common violence and diſorder, and conſe- 
8 quently, in its exceſſes, it m1 aſt, in a . 
e, manner, indiſpoſe us for the ſer- 
vice of the God of Peace and Love, and 
for a devout, affectionate, and delightful 

: contemplation. of his excellencics; whack | 
FE requirethe 1 utmoſt calmneſs and compoſure, 
the moſt nndi/lurb'd, clear, and free ener- 


ciſe of our rational Powers: And, finally, 


dhat i it is utterly inconſiſtent with that mild, 
. amiable diſpoſition, which is abſolute- 


I neceſſary to bene ficcnce, and human? 


offices. ---The rough and  boyfterous, and 
che. gf wie, lender, Paſſions cannot, poſſibly, 


ſubſitt 


I. 


A 


«2 = 
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ſubſiſt together. For either our kind At- Sy Rx. 
fections will get the aſcendent, fo as to VI. 


ſweeten the temper, and reſtrain z7ruly 
Anger; or that, in the end, muſt effice 
the impreſſions of bumanity, and fix in a 
habit of peeviſbneſe, in a Ker y ſpirit ! im- 


patient of contradiction, and a conſtant 


diſpoſition to rage, revenge, and cruelty. 


Here then, our ſtricteſt guard, all our uc T- 
ment, and niceſt circumſpe Him are neceſ- 


: ſary. And for our hetter direction i in this 


difficult branch of Scif-government, I ſhall = 


: inquire, 


Finer, Is What Cu thy Anger 8 4 late — | 
ful principle; or how far it t may be inns- T 


: cently ind s . 


Sr coN LA 1 all ſhew , When it be- 
comes fnful; 4 at is indulg d immoderat "+ 


= And 7 


15 


In the THIRD o place, Propote ſome Re ; 


me edies againſt the « 0 excel/c 's of this Patton. 


Pint, $a to inquire, in what caſes 


Anger 1 is a lawful principle ; © +1 how far i it. f 


may be innocently indulg'd, It is very plain, 


i | 1 
4 


— aT . 
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I think, from the New Teſtament, that 
the Chriſtian Religion does not ab/o/zutcly 


forbid Anger in a circumſtances, and on 


all occaſions; but only in its extremes, 
This may be fairly inferr'd from the text 
itſelf. For when the Apoſtle exhorts to 
be angry, and nos fin, or, in other words, 
to beware of Anf Anger, he g gives a Clear 
intimation, that there are certain ſeg Ons, 
and dc grres, in which chis Paſtion i is not 
l that there may be indig nities "I 
J0 flagrant a nature, as will be a complete | 
juſtification of it; and ſome inſtances of 
uch heinouis abuſe and injury, that the moſt | 
patient and candid temper, the moſt; genc- 
rous and improved benevolence, cannot 
5 paſs them by without diſcovering marks of 
its Reſentment. In like manner, we find 
St. James adviſing Chriſtians not to c. 
_ tirpate Anger entirely - _ - but only to be 
flow 10 Ji rath. To which we may add, 
chat Anger is expreſſly af. ribed to our Sa- 
viour himſelf, who was a perfect pattern of 
all moral virtues, and Elpect ally of gentle- 
— "ge and nic de- ation; and chargeable. with 
FO nont of * theo / (i "ul imperſections © of Man- 


— 


kind. 


15 Of Anger. 

bind, with none of the extravagances Of 
Human Paſſions. 

Wur therefore we ſee in the fame 
cheme of religion ſuch paſſages as theſe--- 
Let all-TV rath and A: nger--be put away 
from ycu; But now For! als put off all th; fo, 
Anger, Wrath, Malice, &c; I will, there- 
"Ges, that Men prey every where lifting up 


— boly hands, without Wrath or Anger — 
When, I 7. in the ſame ſcheme of Re- 


: lig: gion, we find theſe paſſages, which ſeem, : 


at firſt view, to repreſent. all Anger as 1 2 


Ephel. iv. 


31. 
11. 8. 


1 Jim. 
. 5. 


itfelf unlawful; we are obliged | by the 
5 f ame general rule that we uſe in interpret- 


12 all authors whatſoever (in order to pre- 


— . a conſiſtent ſenſe) to underſtand them. 


| only of the exc es 's, the wild. us ngovern'd 


trau ſports, of this Paſſion. | 1 we : go far- 


: ther, and explain them fir 4, and 71 5- 
1, in direct ofpoſitis an to cer parts 


1 the Revel. ation, we make Chriſtiani ity 


= confuſed and unintelligil le. And befides, 


1 that 3 it bot 1 difp races dur NG our 8 Conduct, 5 


nd diſhonours | 115 Re ligion by ſettin 3 it at 


variance with itlelf, ſuch an interpretation 5 


26 C9: tr ary to t! 1C evident / re: fon ot f the thing; To. 
| 5 0 . ten 0 ches! ? „ th at Anger 15 not N 
5 tute ly 


Coloff. 


— 2» et Y 


” Ä — 2 — — = 
— 


2 SS my K We. tn CE nn 
— 7 Re —— — 


a, i 

, 

x l 

1 

i i 1 

| ._ 
8 N 1 _ 
— F Lo 
; | i 
11 


124. 


SF RM. 


VI. 


N * — 


Of Anger. 


lach criminal. - In what caſes, - and to 
What Ae rde it is a /a7 % 1 E 


now proc cecd to conſidei. 


Ax D in orde to ſettle this point to cur 
ſatisfaction, it 13 receſfary that we examin 
how far it may be cal led a natural Par Ly 
tion. I do not mean by this, what may | 
ariſe from Fecul 727 habit of 5 Body, and 10 Ss 
be corfſirrnitig cal with reſpect to partic: war 0 
Perſons ; but a „ie Jai P Paſſion, that is | 
interwoven with the very frame of Human 
nature. For whatever we may think of nun- 
_ eular and occidental. propenſit ies, which, | 
perhaps, were originally acquired by our 
Anc eftors by an mmtemperate way of living, 
. ad t ra anſmitted down, according to the or- 
dinar ry court: > of Nature, to their innocent 
ä unfortunate pot fterity.; whatever, 1fay, we 
may think of theſe, we have the utmoſt 
reaſon to believe, that eve Ty. principle, 
which appears to belong to Huma Nature 
auch, and is not the effect of a high un- 3% 
common ſerment ation of the ſpirits, and : 
4k Ver; Te heat Or F blood, may, within « der- 
main] bon , be bers 2's indulged. . 
Nor 5 is. 1 tas 0-00: be the | oP as to . 


Tee, She may be . tele rr. De d thus: 3 


| ec N A * 
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An Euuotion and Diſpleoſure or mind, on SERM. 


An apprehenfion of tome <orong intended, 
« or executed, againſt ourſelves, or others, 


« for whom we are concern'd; and incha 


« Reſentment of the injury, as excites us 
to procure the Fun inent of the Often- 
« der---fo far as it is neceſſary for (lf 


5 promote the cencral peace, good order, 


and welfare OL och, It is the firſt part 
of the deſcription ovly, that can be proper ly . 


ſaid to relate to the Nature of the Paſſion it- 
ſelf; t the latter branch pointing out the end. 


f which! it was in tended to ſerve; which ed 
| = mult. alſo be con ſide rd 2 the inſt bound, 


defence, for our future ſccurity, and to 


VI. 


4 N 


and meaſire, of every angry relentm 
And what I have | here all erted 15 all i 2” 


Moraliſts can mean, if their meaning be 


ration: al and warrantable, oY 20 give tilts | 


0 it of 4 ge that it In WY 7] A; 12 re of | 


£451,266: RevenTe, For to pn mis aly for tie 
5 ſike of Pen 72 "INT to defi. e the i ry. of 


- . 


any, from an inclin ation to Go diem fal 
; 8 


£1 
J 


merely becauſe they have injur: 0 ws, v vithca 


deſigning. Cit ther . red.” or prele: - 


25 vation from New ! 7; al. 5 or WW Shout ar 1 


view, to che Ses . ot „ank ad --- This 3s 


without alterin, 


15 ada pred. to antwcr Xe 
: poles. For r.a5 1 it is a En 4 
We think ourſelves Wrong 4 it may jut, 
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downright nature, and Alalice ; anc 


can Tag defended on no principles de 
of Reafen, or C hriſtianity. It argues a baſe 


and far vage diſpoſition, that is -conliften 


With all oY pretenſions to Humanity and 
' mercy. But ſuch 4 fenſe of injuries, as]! 
have before defcribed, not only diſcovers 
itſelf, to ſome degree, in 4% Mankind, ſo 
far as our experience and obſervation each : 
{and therefore may be eſteem'd an gigi 
nal principle in Human Nature) but tend: 8 
 aredtly to the Publick good 
Tur fir it Emiotion, upon any abuſe and 
indignity oficr'd, ſeems to be an 777 nſtind7 
implanted in moſt Animals, as well as in 


Men. And nothing plauſible can be urged. 


to prove it to be our duty to ſuppreſs this - 
altogether; becauſe it cannot, be done 
and new-modelling the 
Hangs FAM Nor i 18 it fit indeed, that 
8 Paſſion, or Inſlmd, w hich we are now 
. e of, Chak al be ex 19 dated; ſince * 


2 9 
S 


e ex ect td, in many C2 aſes at lcaſt, that 


| 55 Wh 14 brerent th 0 farther progreſs of the 
55 injury . 


valuable Puf⸗ ; 
'imation that 
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injury ; and that the guilty Perſon will Sr R N. 


put ſome rotraint on himſelf, for fear of 
the conſequences of Heighteniug our Anger. 
--- The wiſdom of God is F emi- 


nently diſplay'd, in making the marks f 


this Pafſion fo , that generally, with 


: all the art We can ule, we are not able to 
concen! 1 it; becauſe it is deſigned as — an 


immediate check to rudend Pg and violence. 


To which may add, that the firſt Em - 
lion is wiſely ordain' d to ſerve another uſe, : 
4 and that is, to excite us. to repel i injuries, / 
in caſes ns an t ncdiate refifiance . 
required, by a more Warm and vigorous 


ſelt- defence. 


Ab as for a Re efontment of abuſes 1 and 
wrongs, it is fre -quently, in the way in 
which I ha ve {tated os of eminent fero ice, 
0 difcoura ge le. ce and 0: erde 5„ main- 

tain x t and 4 775 ohorty, ind ſecure.” 


the Honc: 1 and Peaccable; the advan- 


; ; of Civil ug . Whereas a tame, unre- 
de unn ſubn niſſion under the 
pronett once is, would be treated by 

Le Perſons of obdurade, Ot arbitrary, Ten- l 

pers, or of 1 by *iterous Paſlions, wit 1 Seorn 1 

9 3 90 Crue. + It ww OL, * 21 obable Graw on 

ö „eg 


VI. 


Hy 
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. freſh %% and oppreſſions : So that neither 
virtue, nor order, nor Public happineſs, 
could be ſupported. — I ſhall only add, 
That the warmth and Reſentment, which 
we feel on being injured, has a direct ten- 
dency to raiſe, within us, a ſtrong abbor- 
rence of every inſtance of baſe, ungenervus, 
and abiſſive conduct. For if we are fo 
i truck with it in others, when we happen - 
to be affected by it; we muſt, naturally, 
one would think, condemn it in ourſekves. | 
"Thoſe, eſpecially, who have the quickeſt | 
and keeneſt ſenſe of wrongs, ought, of all 
Men, to be the moſt cadet to avoid every 
diſtant appearance of Di/reſpedt and i injury 
80 their Fellow- creatures. And there can 1 
: be no doubt, but that what J have now | 
"ei was one deſign of the God of | 
making us 0 ſuſceptible 44 
in pi, 85 7 this EY --- So that though | 
the more 711m: diate inks of Reſentment 
E may, oftentimes, be Self-love, or confider- 
ations. which are Ty Pe; ſonal; it is, 


a Publick principle, ; 


in its Conſequences, 
calculated for the COmmont good of Man- 


kind. Having thus ſhewn, that ſome 


- Gp rec of Em bie, 0 and: ſome 3 5 
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m recciving injuries, are er pedi u, and Sp R M 


e 1 I : 88 to 


Tur SECOND thing propoſed, VIZ. To 
inquire, when they are carried to an Ex- 


VI. 


IN 


rome ; or, when our Anger becomes /i ful, NE 


and is indulged 7mmoderately. And 


F [RST, The Paſſion of Anger ow an 
 nndue prevalency, when it wales out, with 


violence, on every ſeeming. provocation ; 


when it is under fo little command, that 
| the moſt 7rifling circumſtance will blow 
it up into a fame. The only thing that 
an be faid 1 in excuſe of this i is, that it may 
be owing to an unhappy natural Conſti- 
tution ; for which great allowances are to 
be made. --- But to this I anſwer, That 
ſuppoſing | it to be a con/ itutional diforder, 


it is ſuch a one as ought to be rorredled 
bec auſe Perſons of fo unruly a Temper ar 


not fit to live in Society: They will bs 


| continually diſgracing themſclves, and / 


ending others, by their extravagances. S 
that if They do not uſe their ſincere cndea- EE 
cours to bring themſclyvcs to a more cool hd... 
compoſed frame, and to allay che tury ol 


pas his diſtemper, the pernicious conkeguence: . 
Foro 


— 
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SERM. of which arc ſo viſible; whatever foun- | 05 

VI. dation it may have in their c7/ginal mate, 1 

3 of 

aa Sis they arc as juſtly chargeable w ich guilt, as if nn” 

EF” it was entirely of their oxen contr atling. „5 
Y Sn Again, SECONDLY, Anger is a 0 MY - I; 
75 edly criminal, W hen it exceeds the nature of | 5 

| thc ſuppoſed 1 injury, by which it is excited. 
This may be done various \ ways & and par- 5 * 
ticularly --- when. the wrong is but %? | pe 
ö . gary, and aggrava ited into a real fault | fir 
i - by our Pri ide, and 1 ungovern 'd heat of tem- = * 
. per — or W hen 1 it is not a deſigned affr ont 5 
| „ ſprings from 1 ignorance, an officious im- LE = 
EC 5 pertinence, Stele el want of thou: zht, 5 
duc the like; Which the perſons, WW -ho : 7 
5 thus accidentally oſtend, vould, perhaps, BO 2s 
| a upon a gentle 2 xdmonition, ingenuoufly ac: pe; 
Et 2. kurccledze: Under onc, Or other, of theſe. | Lis 
| 9 5 e heads, Wwe mav es ily 1 range a great Part of OR 
. thoſe ſuppo! 4 indignitics, by which the 1 hh 
EC ns Paitions are in. Jamal. and c caper: ated to a _ 
© pr gdligie¹/ͤ height : and Which are ſo cruc ty] - has 
5 ” reveng d. And if we make no diſtinction | 5 
28 between mn cluntar y offences, and thoſe. | 5 
5 that proce-d from a delibe Tate malicicus „„ 
tention; coin fiderin g the giddinels and , 
ity, the inatrention and f uy, 7 e . 


fant! 


. arp qua hy — 4-9 


Of Anger. 
entiments and prejudices, of the generality © 


of Mankind -- friendſhip, peace, and har- 


many muſt be for ever baniſhed out of the 
World. But let it be allow'd, that the abu- 
ſes which we reſent are real: They may, 
cer tainly, be capable of leveral mii igat ions, 3 
The perſon, whom WC complain of, may 
be of the ſame hofty and TMPeruous tem- 
per with ourſelves --- He may be naturally 
- ſuſpicious, and imagine that he ſees ſomething, 
in our conduct which gives him a juſt right 
to be angry Our behav! tour may, really. 
have been ſo ung a) -ded, as to afford ground : 
for ſuch jealorfies ; that he is lighted, im- 
= poſed upon, and treated rude ly 3 ungene⸗ 
rouſly---Or he may do that in an intem- 
berate ferment of the blood, which is very 
far from his natural: and g ceneral diſpoſition; 
-- and which, when he gr one cant his is hear- 
- tily  forry for All theſe (though they may 
not allogether excuſe) are, however, ſo 
man) ofle viating Circumſtances, that ought, | 
in cquity, to me llity and abate our Anger; 
andit they are not conkdercd, At nd d allowed 
their due weight, it is evidently < tions, and 
exceſſive. I ſHhall only add under this bad = 
that ſome (wine 21 arc ca! 1 d) 72 Hurts, are ſo 
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flight and trivial, that they ſcarce deſerve 
any Reſentment ; and to overlogh them en- 
tirely will be of much greater ule, than 


to Retaliate, For to init upon pun#ilices, 


and demand an adequate and rigorous fa- 
tisfaction for every ſcornful look, every hajty 
Wword,every little inſtance of dijreſpectful be- 
havieur, from whence no ill conſequences 
of any ce moment can be ſup- 
pos d to follow, is the direct way to ſtrength- 
en prejudices, and perpetuate a ſpirit of 
animoſity and diſſention; and, of courſe, 
muſt increaſe the di der, and detriment 
= W Society. | Whereas a calm and generous 
indifference in ſuch caſes as theſe (Which 
are moſt commonly bencath a /e man 8. 
5 regard) may not only bring the offender to 
a ſenſe of his indiſcretion, but be 4 means 
TT: of preſerving the Public peace. 5 
5  THIiRDL v, Anger 1 is a Cr iminal Paſſion, | 
not only when it excceds i in degree, but 
likewiſe when it excceds with reſpeet to 
its di lion. For while its more violent x 
_ emotions continue, the Man is unfit both 
8 for exerciſes of religion, and for a rig lit diſ- 
GS charge of the allicas and duties of | his par- 
N ticular ſtation, and character; ; the longer 1 
| | _ Fages 5 . 1 


—— —_ — 


0 F Anger. 


tages, he is render'd fo much the more iu, SERM, 


capable of ſedate thought, and recollection : 
And if ſuch fits return frequently, and are, 
withal, ſo ſtubborn, as not to be caſily re- 


mov'd, it is to be fear'd, that they will 
end, at length, in a conſlant perturbation 
of mind. The moſt hot and cholerick 


temper may be cool'd and moderated by a 

prudent care, und ſteady oppoſition ; but 
the more we give way to it, it will neceſ- | 
farily take the deeper root, and, according 
to the known and experiencd courſe of I. 


Nature, muſt grow up, by degrees, to a 
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3 


Habit of tumultuous. Palſion. St. Pail - 
has therefore adviſed us in the text, not 
to let the Sun go down upon our Wrath--. 
Jeſt it ſhould work itſelf 1 into our inward 
Conftitution, and become an cſtabliſh'd 


and ruling principle within us. To which Fog 

I ſhall add, (as having ſome affinity with : 
this part of the argument) that in order 
to avoid the exceſs of Anger, it may be 

| preſcribed as a good y reneral rule, that We 

do not ſuffer it, in any inſtance, to « gain 
5 ſuch an aſcen dency, as to contr oul the; * 


ere Tſe of reaſon ; and that, be the founda- 


ron of It ever o juſt (unleſs in caſcs where 


. 35 ; „5 an 
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an wmmediate ſelf-defence is neceſſary) we 


. acjer expreſſing our reſentment either by 


words or actions, till we are able to re- 
flect calmly, and have recover'd the duc 
command of ourſelves. For while we arc 
tranſported be Jour the nſe of reaſon, we 
muſt unavoidably err, in innumerable 


© caſes, both with reſpect to the occaſions, 


and the degrees, of our Anger and as we 


are not Capable of confidering and diftin-. 
arf, ing rightly, it may fall, air 
f nately, | on the - innocent, and the ju 


cles. 


quires the c attention, and moſt 4.5 
alter. temper When we give a look 


to it in the porn of thoſe who are {6 
. h N TH 1 "DET" fairs ih * at it 18 treating 
1 | e | then 


AG Aix, FOUR THLY, Anger may be 
- highly. rin 1inal, when it is nckher (abs 2 
lutely ſpeaking) ) exceſſive | in degree, nor in 
au -ation-- me rcly by its being wnſeaſonable, 

or very indecent in particular 8 5 
ſtances. -- As when it is indulged, with 

cvident marks of Pertur baticn and A 
com paſiure, by Perſons actually employ din. Þ 
the :dminiſtration of Juſtice ; which re- 
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SE 

them with d//reſpett -- When we pay no 
regard to difference of Characters, in thew- 
Ing our Anger -- And when, upon trifling 
provocations, 2 and forgetting the tves of 
gratitude, We belive cowards our Bene- 


faclors, whoſe former favours have been 


ſo confiderable that they ought to obli- 
terate all ſente of 85 inſurics, W vith ex- 


actly the ſame werm!b and We x 


Re ſontment, as we do towar ds ens, to 


whom we are no way ged. — Such N 
blind and i Anger, as- it 


confounds all order, and is inconfiftent 


with a. regular diſcharge of lee duties, 


on which the w. ell being of Socictics * 


rectly depends, mu! it be vitious and | incu- 
cuſable. 


Bur, Finally, Its moſt malignant and | 


: 1 ital c cue is,. when it begets 4 jc tthed : 


itlcill to our Neighbour, and degei e- 


rates into cruelty. 221 revenge. ' Though 


Our bleſſed Saviour was ans ri'y. w ith he 


 Pharijces on the account of their hypo- 


5 criſy and villainy, in deſigning to accuſe 


him of J, ofancneſs, for being a iriend to 5 


. Mankind, and performing beneficent mi- 


ache on the Sab -bath-day ; ;- yet, he {till | 
. K 4 TL 0 -, n 
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= — — — * 
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retained kind and tender ſentiments or 
pity and compaiſſi ion: He lamented their in- 
' vetcrate, and almoſt incurable, prejudice, 
and had a generous concern for their hap- 
pincſs. For we are expreſſly t told, that 
while he HHR round about on them with 
Anger--He was GREIV'D for the hard- 
neſs of their hearts. And, indeed, the 
ultimate view of all / N is the 
reformation of offenders, or, if that can- 
not be effected, the / eftraining their malice, 
and diſcouraging the like ent diſpoſition 
in others. If therefore we form 75 emed;- 


tated ſchemes of miſchief, and purtue any 


with dengcance, for the unnatural pleature 
which we take in their miſery; our fury 
is quite barbarrmus and diabelical. "Abakr,-:-- 
blacker, and more deteſtable completion | * 
of mind can ſcarce be imagined ; fince 5 
18 directly contrary to the excellent charac. 
ter of the! Supreme Being, and to every thing 6, 
that is good, and anable. Thus have 1 
pointed out diſtinctly the 7 22 extremes : 


of. . The next a al tep 15, 


45 the THIRD hes: to offer ſome © Re- rl 
medies againſt the EXC: ceſſes of this P atſion, 
AN 


* 


ie as „ 
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Aub cannot but recommend it, as 8E R M. 


one of the moſt important of all, to mor- 


tify Pride. Proud and haughty ſcorner is 
his name, ſays Solomon, who dealeth in proud 
WWrath.---This vice, as it is extravagant in 
its expectations, which Mankind are not 


often inclined to gratify, finds infinite occa- 


VI. 


——— 


Prov .. Xi. 
24. 


/ions of Anger in the minuteſt circumſtances z | 


it magnifies a heedle/s expreſſion, and an un- 


meaning inaclent behaviour, into heinous and 


unpardonable crimes ; and is withal /- 


tate; and 2070 elenting 1 in its Revenge FC. And : 
could the moſt Paſſionate root out that this 


one evil principle, they would neither have 


t quick and keen a ſenſe of injuries, nor 


carry ſo long and deſperate a Reſentment | 


of them. They would ſtand leſs upon ce- 


remony, and outward tokens of a and 


ſubmiſfion; and. being conſcious of their 


own. imperfections, a be more. mill. 


| and candid, more condeſcending and f: 1 


vourable to the infirmitics of others. 


AGAIN, conſider w hat an indece 11! ting 5 


it is to be tranſported to cx os of Anger k- 


How it ſtains our honour. as. Men, 140 


leſſeins par ticular charafters, which might, . 


5 other wile, be rank d among the moſt « de- 


ter * ing : 


Fe ZI — 
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SERM. ſer ving — How, beſides disfiguring the 1 
VI. very extcrial bodily form, it ders the a 
ud quite diſtorted and irrecular — . 

it fills it with c97/ufion, and; - by clouding 5 

the underſtanding, obſcures / the glory | 4 

of our intelligent Nature : So that all "that 2 


1 manly. and generous is loſt 1 in a wild 3 
tempeſt of Paſſion. „ 
Rr LET; likewiſe on theperniciouscon- 1 
equences ot uurlly Anger, which are theſe- Fo 
the lots of inwa ard ſerenity and compoſure ; ED 
' breaches of rriendſhip; irreconcileable en- t. 
mities; the moſt fatal diſorder and violence SM 
naturally accompany'd with ſhame and e- | 
morſe: Lo which this thought „„ 0 
proper to be added, that the firſt: ng, 
vern'd tranſport, which we bl indly follow,” |. b 
may be t the ab{ blute ruin of our innocence | JI 
and peace for cv er. A m: 711 of 2 Treat Wrath. = CT. 

1 ſays 8 $21; ini, # all | ſurfer puniſhment : Ss = Do 
las he is continually running into embaratl- | <« 
ments and difficulties] if thou deli wr him, ” EE 
| * et. tn "Gol. miſt (/ 7 if gain. TL, 2 2 6 
ET us conſider farther, in order -to check 5 
and controul . iſ and inte 22 ate Anger, 5 
what great allovrances we all need for our- _ 5 1 
. che: bunch th 015 ſpecially, who have the I-26 


, miof; W- 
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misfortune to be addicted to this vice. Let 


us frequently meditate on the wonderful 
patience and forbearance of God, notwith- 


ſtanding our numerous and aggravated of- 


| fences; and on the example of Chriſt, the 
adorable author of our religion, who was 


meek and barely in Heart; who pray'd for 
his enemies and perſccutors; 2000, 2/071 
be co reviled, reviled not again, when he 


far fered, he threatned not, but committed 


himſelf 20 him that judreth righteoufly. And 


to theſe moderating and compoling re- 
5 flections let us join ſtrength and firmneſs of 
reſolution, and maintain an habitual guard i 
over our temper; that we may never be 
hurricd, by its eagerncſs and impetuoſity, DE 
beyond the hand of reafon and diſcretion. 
It is highly expedient (over and above what 
has been already ſuggeſted) that Men, who 
arc ſubject to the impulſcs of ſtrong Paſiion, | 
ca refully avoid every thing that has a ten- 
de ency to IT and cercitc haſty and ſuri- 
us Reſentme ent alt Poe tulant and conten- 
tious diſputes, which Tae ſpirit of con- 
tradiction, and that, in hot conſtitutions, 
950 duces rage a nd intolence e al inflaming 5 
: , and 42 atom Peratc CUE li HTS mon - and 
VV 92 ae 


_ 


Matt. . 
Luke 

XXIII. 34. 
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the company of ſuch Perſons, as arc of the 
ſame turbulent fiery diſpoſition ; whoſe 
Anger, by their violently oppoling Ny 


other, ll be the more increas'd, and rife, 
very probably, to a ſhameful and fata] 


pitch of extravagance, Whereas if they 


chooſe to effeciate culy with Men of a gen- . 

tle, calm, obliging behaviour, all whoſe 
Reſentments arc under due command; they ” 
will not only keep out of the way of in- 
numcrable provocations, but, perha ps, be 


aſhamed of their own exceſſes. The beauty : 


of ſuch amiable charact. ers will naturally | 
attract and engage their citecm, and ſtrongly 
excite to an unitation of them. 
" "m0 conclude ; Fo: the obſervation 4 
5 theſe rules, it will be of great uſe to add 
ſincere and fervent prover to God, who, s 
he framed Human Nature, muſt thoroughly 1 


ungderſta nd every part of its compoſition, 


; and be able to influence all its ſprings of + 
"26 tion — That he would graciouſſy aſſiſt 


us to regulate every diſorder, to aſſwage 


3 cy rough torrent of Paſion, and culti- | 
vate Wild. benevolent, and peaceful prin- = 


diples; that after having enjoy'd, in this 
5 * orld. the nat ur al adv antages of a meek and 


quiet * 


7 Anger. 


7 


attends it, and the reſpect and kind affec- 


tions of our fellow-creatures, we may be 


admitted into the manttons 04 perlect love, 
and tranquillity ; from whence Au, 
 Clamour, and Malice ſhall be for ever 
ba niſhed; and where there will be nothing, 
that can pofiibly diſturb the friendfhi, b, har- 
mony, and happineſs, of the refined and” 


200 rious Inhabita ints. 
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8 E R M ON VII. : 


ESSE E mt, AKE 


The time when Chr ſti anity was 


made known proved to be the 


fineſt, from the ſtate and Cir- 
cumſtances of the World. 


Gai. Iv. 4. 


Bur bes the clue of th 955 ine 


Was FOR, Gd [ent | fort! „ Ms. 


Sor 


* 5 only ctuinently | Pp layed. in 


- | \ _ 
293) ey the great and 11g al bleſfing . 
4 FTW pan Fx". 


Y O21 HE Gurdurfs, of God 1 not 


Ae. 2 | | 
ere which he! 5 th 5 On 


| Mankind; but it ma y ap pear, 1 ons in 


. 


che very tire fix'd 4 upon. for I Now in 3 his 


ak * "Gur l — 


„ Chriflianity mad known 


SF Rm. Re For we all know, from our Owi: 
VII. experience, that the deferring a benetit 
| wy frequently enhances the valuc of it, and, 
of conſequence, heightens our obligation to 

a Benefactor; and that an over-officious 

| haſty act of goodneſs may miſs of that va- 


Which, in all probability, it would have 


gerate. To apply this to the argument 
J intend to purſue. Captions men have 


among others of a like nature, to atk ha: 
| queſtion — Why the Chriſtian revela- 


55 


it was, in itſe If, the / fetteje: 


Em _ 


4 o . 6 — 
8 „ 


| „ — 


luable end, by being the tranſport of a 
firſt ſentiment, or the effect of inftind, 


attained, if it had been more flow and 1. 
been apt to abound in vain inquiries, „ 


« tion, if it be really Divine, was not com- 
municated fooner ?”" To which, St. Pau! 

has pl. unly intimated, in the text, this ſolid Y 

and ſuflicient anſww o, That prece ding ages 

of the World were not ſo proper for it 
For in the fulneſs of the tine, Ged ſent forth 

bis Son —- i. e. at the time preſcribed and 

pointed out in the anticut Prabecies, not 

from mere ar vurary lala, but becauſe — = 


INDEED; it ine C write! ian 1 religion Was : 
. 7 95 tet, E eecfary, To 10 ne nature Of the 


* | 


ut the futteft time. 
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thing if. to enable Mankind to know E R NI. 


and practiſe what it is their ind:/penſable 
; duty to know and pracliſe, we ſhould 
have had realon to Conclude, that it mult 


have ſubſiſted from the be giuning, or 45-- 
four as this neceſſity conmenced. But this 


is not the juſt tate of the caſe ; becauſe 
the infinitely wiſe and rightcous Gover- 
nour of the World can require nothing of 
his creatures, but what he has given them 
Pl capacity to perfor m. The n con- 
ſequence of which is, that cvery man does 


his duty, and anſwer 3 the end of that par- 


5 ticular ſtation in which he is placed, who 


. up! to the light and advantages which 
— wi 1 Whatever they as itt 


, therefore, was only highly expedient, 


55 a ſingular bleſſing; but not tirictly, - 


and univerſally, ed ary. 


AND from hence. it follow 8. chat we 


| cannot inter, either from the VI! dom Or 


i goodneſs o Goll. that he was, in a pro- 
ber ſenſe, obliged to grant it fo. the IVor [4 
at. all. © 3 or let us "a how the aro gument = 
} tands : 15 he Chriſtian revelation Was a 
e FE heneft. and extremely defure ale 5 
: e therefore God was 600. ged to com- 
Vor. JE a municate 


Vu. 


— 


i 
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„ municate it. ” ----But why this conclu- 


fion ? Are there not infinite other things, 
which, we are apt to imagine, would be 


of great advantage to particular parts of | 
the creation, that are never granted) — 


And why ſhould it not be fo? --- Has not | 


the Supreme Being the abſolute diſpoſal of 


what is a matter of pure favour? Or do | 


we make no diſtinction between acts of 


favour, and of juflice? Surely there is a 


vaſt difference between them in the nature 

of things. For the one only may, the 
other muſt be performed the one are ne- 
cefſar Y at all times, the other may be pro- 


per at very few; or fit to be granted only 
at ce tam ſeaſuns, and not at ghbers. 


was not a point of equity, but merely a con- 
ſideration of Tide. 80 that at whatever Y 
time it ſhould appear to have been moſt 


THe granting a Revelation, therefore, 


960 likely to anſwer its grand defirn, that was, : 5 55 
without doubt, os” moſt e ont and 


- ſea /enable for the 3 of 1 8 


5 therefore 1 — to ſhew, 


Finer, That 2 een Cot fout forth h his | 


| Oo the World w as, by various circum- 


ſtances, 
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ſtances, and a concurrence of preceding 8 Se rm, 
events, better prepared to receive Chriſtia- VII. 

nity, than in — a ee 
SECONDLY, That, on ſeveral accour N 

it was moſt honourable to this e ig 

0 ligion, that it ſhould be propoſed at 7his 

j | time; and that the appointing and chooſing 

5 ſo critical a ſeaſon, for this gracious inter- 

„ poſition of Providence, contributed emi- 

: 

E 

K 


nently to the ſupport of the Goſpel, and 
the firmer eftabliſhment of its authority 
u the underſtandings, and over the con- 
„ ſciences of Men. AndI may add, 


% That the time, which the 
y 4 text ſpeaks of, was the # teſt period for In- 

|} finite wiſdom to fix upon; becauſe it was 
„ dee moſt proper for the propegation of 
. Chriſtianity, for two reaſons that are of 
r isconteſtable weight; —— The FIRST is, 
1 that it could be more 00 ſpread. tom 
s, [one nation to another . CORD, 
"2 that 3 it might make A larger and more c 
ei e 


1 us now bee examine how | 
***. branch of this argument may 391 ſup- 
" 47 ae Which will not only exalt and 
"Oo. ” 7 5h 3 enlarge 


Chriſtianity made know! 
enlarge our idea of the wiſdom and wor 
derful conduct of Divine Providence, by 
plain inflances of the utmoſt conſcquence 
to virtue, and the happinels of Mankind ; 
but mult allo highly corroborate the e 
dire evidence for the Truth, and Divi- 
nity, of our ur holy Religion. 5 5 


Tur FIRST. thing propoſed was to. 
thew, That when God fent forth bis Hon, 

the World was, by a variety of circum- 
ſtances, better prepared to receive his doc- 
trinc, than in former ages. --- There ſecms 
to have been a ſcheme laid, by that Infinite 


: things From hs beginning, to carry ON 
and complete this preparation. It was the 
work of ares, and brought, by oradual 
advances, to its full maturity. And it 
will be 1 for us to take a ſhort ſurvey 


BT the fate of Revealed Religion, from 


— — 
— — —— — — — - — , — * . 
. * - - - — 2 | . ”- * ar "-_ N - N 


* 


. — 


— —ͤ— 


—  — — — — _— MS 2 
- 


the earl: times, of which we have any 


: authentick records. For, by this means, 

: we ſhall be led to diſcern | 4 regular Fo ain - 
of events, that, all together, MAKE AN x- 
_ act and beantifal plan, and conſpire to one * 

common end. There will be found un- 
5 queſtionable 


At the fitteſt Linus. 
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queſtionable marks of connettion and „e- SERM. 


rence, and conſequently. of deſign, in the 
ſeveral parts of this pin; which ought 


not, therefore, to be imputed to a blind 


VI. 


and random Chonce, but to ſome wile and 


ſkilful difpofition. 


Jum DIATEI * after the Flood; vw hen 


the whole race of Mankind Was reduced 
to Noah 5 family, a Revelation of the fun- 


damental truths of Naz ura] Religion, and of 


the general immutable obligations of Vir- 
lu, ſeems to have been entirely te dl, * 
Becauſe it cannot be luppoled, but that 
they AL1. acknowledged and worſhipped 
the only Maker and God of the univerie ; 
and, beſides, they had juſt ſcen the 7 


ſtupendous a and awful proof: of His Pexcor, 
and univerſ⸗ 1 Providence; and , by the 44 


ſolati ion and ruin that had ne been broug] ht. 
upon che old World, who D perifly'd in the 
Deinge (of which there ranained, every. 


| where, deplorable and moſt affecting . 


_ mirials) they were Lattice aluied « 
5 the fatal conic quences of vier and To bs. 


* 75 try. N Ilhving, theres 9. 0 no Ce 4 of ſo Tc f - 
WE TC neral aRevdation, the 94 had 01:6 7 WC 4 | 


Q 


. 10 tlic ir ci cumfte: {CC 5 5 Coat Lead! BBY Fa rA. 
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SUR M. of Anima food; --- ordaining that Myur- | h: 

VII. qerers ſhould be. puniſhed with drach [| & 

MV (which was exccedingly proper to be enact= [| 4. 

ed into @ e with the ſtanding ſan&tion f1 

of Divine eutbority, when the inhabitants | vi 

of the World were fo ee, and every ſingle | ds 

life was of ſuch vaſt conſequence | to the nn, 

ſnell community of Mankind) ---- and Ia 

giving them gracious aſſurances, to diſn- V 

pate t their co ſternation and terror, and en th 

courage arts and induſtry, that they had pe 

no reaſon to alarm themſelves with the | rac 

fear of a ſecond Deluge, fince it was he - - ny 

ſeacred and inviolable decree of Heaven, | R. 

Gene. that the <aters ſhould not cover the face -Þ -:- 

| of the whole earth any more. „ 

5 Fon ſome time after this, the World, . 

. 85 from the eſtabliſhed laws and courſe IE 

TY | Nature, could be but thinly peopled ; and, 2 lat 

. therefore, cach having a ſufficient ſhare N 3 

of property, he could have no particular = wo! 

1 5 ſtrong temptation to invade the 2 ions of 5 e 

others. An artleſs and unaffected fimpl- | cn 

Bp city of manners, generally, prevail 4. | dre: 

MM bour W as neceſſary to procure the ſupports YOM 

„ of life; Illen eſs. and Luxury were, in a ED 8 

. erea t meaſure, unk! nown, Mankind x m. ft . 
| 


at the freef time. 
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have had too little 1Nter cour ſe, to bs the i in- 8 E R NI 


ſtruments of corrupting cach other to that 


degree of exccts-and diforder, which has 


fince prevail'd. Ot fol? and faßbicnable 
"vices there could, in general, be no great 


VII. 


danger, when there Were neither multi. 


tudes nor ſuperfluities *, — Superſliticn and 5 


Ilelatry were, 3 introduced very 


early; to which the er and more un- 
thinking part of the World were too caſily | 


perverted. But theſe inſtances of degene- 


racy were far from being: miverſal, Ma- 


ny families ſtill adher'd to the en 
5 Religion of Reaſon and Nature, and were 


untainted by the infection then beginning 

to ſpread itſelf. A general Revclation, 

therefore, was not ſo requiſite in 7/75 Dire 
- at things, as in ſucceeding. ages, when Ido- 
= way: and Superſtition. not only” increaſed, by 


0 To condi the _ a theſe 4 ations, it 15 


Worth remarking, that the only c; i trrable iu nue. of 
wicked perſons, that the Sacred Hillory nicntions in 4 


: period (Where we have ſcarce any light, 10 our preſent 


- purpoſe, from Prot! anc Elilte TV) were the 3 5; whoſe 


dreadful and miracn/o:s def ſtruction uus as Clear and ſtrong. 
„ diſcovery, as could be made, of the difpi: tare of God : 


- apainſt th eir juttly deteſted, and umatuy: i, crime ; and 


© PEP d any other ex 225 29. dinary revelalicr , on that he: d, my 


altogether, unnece Har *. 
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but became more complicated and barba- 

7OS. Neverthel- 1s, ſome Perſons of cha- 
rafter and influence, ſuſficjent to engage 
attention and command reſpect, were raiſed 
up tO give a check 10 tlie T -enth of - thete 


enormities. Such a one was Abraham, a 
man of eminent Nan and authority In the 
Eaſt, whoſe rank and wirtves were ho 
noured and rever' d. — And this ſeems to 
be all the remedy that was neceflar y to bc 
applied | in this tafant tate of the W orld. 
and in the mmfancy, too, of Superſtition 
and idolatrous Wäaÿrſlip. 8 


Br when Mankind multiplied, : 


8 form'd large Tre elies; ; and, in ek nec 
ez of this, Idolatry Was eſtabliſh, d, and ſup- 


ported by the favour of Princes ; an 
Pricſis were hired to defend it, which made 
it thcir intereſt to itupify and enflave the |} 
People in this fatal Increaſe of darkneſ- 


and IMPic ty, God left Not limfelf xithnut 


{ ircher 201 in that part of the World 


ww hich was afterward moſt noted, and from 


when ICC, the refore, true religion might be 
moſt reale V x doh x;  Eovpt was, in thok ; 
anticnt times, the ſource of learning, and > 


1 8 57 ib Jer: al ſciences; but, withal, the . 


407 | 7 


at the fitteſt He 


ſery and temple of Superſtition. Strange 


it is, indeed, that HWNProVojticnts. in arts, 


and extravagance of iduliry, thould p- 0. 
ceed from the ſame fountai: ; that a pco- 
ple ſhould be ingenious, inguili..vc, ond 


diſcerning in ate matters, and yet zuis tC 


blind and infatuated in the affair of ro//- 
21, which is plain and ſimple, and ca- 


ly intellivible, % z7felf, before it is encum- 


ber d and confounded by the addition of 


Haan follies. But however jult thus it 


was with Egyp? in the fuſt ages of its 


15 


: ticularly, from thence it Was, that Idola- 


Fame: It communicated leder, lug, and 
talſe Gods, to many countries; ; "and: p. Xt. 


try pafled into Greece, and was prop.” _ 


ted to all the 77 ern Nations. —— He: E, 


then, it may be thought fit that ſome pe- 
zullar and ſtrong diſcovery ſhould h: Wc 


been made of the. truce God ; this being 


the principal. ſcene of action, ud ſpread- 5 
ung its influence far around it. And ac 


cdingly the Wiſdom of. Providence or- : 
«+ red it ſo, that this peo ple had ſufficient 
means. of better knowledge convey'd. ä 


Oe, them; firſt by Foſeph, who, by a 2 miracu- 


, interpolition of  Ucaven, Wis intro- 
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duc di into Pharaoh's preſence, and obtain d 


the chief place in his favour; and, after- 
> wards, by the Patriarch Jacob and his 
| whole family, who were brought to reſide 
in Egypt. But when the memory of Toſepl's | 
ſervices and ſupernatural endowments was ſo | 
. far loſt, that the Iſraelites, inſtead of being 
protected, were, for pretended reaſons of —» 
State, harraſs'd by a moſt oppreſſive and 
_ cruel ſervitude ; then Moſes was commiſ- | 
fioned to perform ſuch mighty works as | 
created aftoniſhment and terror; which af= | 
ſerted the ſupreme author ity of the Maker | 
of the Univerſe, and loudly declared the | 
abſurdity and danger of a corrupt idolatrous | 
_ worſhip: And, by their being wrought 
on this moſt renowned, on this publick 
| ſtage of the World, effectual care was = 
| taken 1 to . all ot fuſpicion of ; „ 
"Ava TE R this again, in the paſſage of 
7 the Iſtaclites to the land of Canaan, an | 
alarm was given to many other idolatrous ” 
nations. And the extraordinary events, | 
by which the G od of Heaven claim'd his | 
due honours, which had bcen transfer'd 7 
fictit 102 an ad 8 nt Deitics ; theſe ex- | 
5  traordinary Y 


.. 


at the fitteſt time. 


traordinary events, I ſay, from their very « 
nature and ſurprizing circumſtances, could 


not but be propagated to the i Ft ring 


than ſrom any th. V QUAICT | I ould aſk 


gain, What t wiſer mctho d coul Id ! be taken, 
than to ſepar ate ne na tion from the reſt 
by p: eculiar lavrs 8 Al 8 cuſtoms, in order to 
maintain ar 0¹¹9 g them the. ackno! lo doment 

| = _— 
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countries, and muſt naturally excite WON 
der and curivfity. — But here, as far as we 
can learn from hiſtory, the matter was 
forced to reſt. For how far the more re- 
mote parts of the World were then peopled, 
doth not clearly appear from any authen- 
tick teſtimonies. Or if we ſhould allow 
without evidence, and, perhaps, againſt 
probability, that they were plentifully 
ſtock'd with inhabitants, yet ſtill, for 
want of an 6 ee nothing 
farther could be effected. „ 
Wu ar wiſer method, OY 8 cal 
= be purſued at ſuch a jundure, and after 
ſuch trials to reform that celcbra ted po- 

. ple, from whom rb, if it had prevailed = 
among them, was J. kely to have becn ſpread 
las error W as aQually propa: agated from the 

fame ſource) to a greater part of the World, 


, 15 ; 
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— — — — = m. 3 = 
- => * = \ — — - l 
- * e _ = 
= > =z a 


— — — — 


— 


5 o - * 1 7 
- * ——— he « I ”.% 2% _ - C6. 4, E 2 
1 « — = Go 
— <4 ——e— TTT . — — 2 - = 
— — — ” — — a 5 —— — — — 
1 . | = — 2 OE —— f 

ha 7 _ _ 2 — - 1 Tens . p . ye — 2 2 8 - , 
_ - - N —— - = 

ö " _ — = 

— 0) — * 2 7 þ 


. * 1 - " 4 - 
2 — —-- - - ” 
9 2 2 3 8 — — 2 — - | * 5 * 4 8 


ꝙ— 


6 — — .-> 


— — —— 1 —_ _ > 
— as R A — 2 
» i — — _— " _ - 
PP ů — ůͤ̃̃ ae "i 


150 


8E R Kt. 


VII. 


Chriſtianity made known 
and adoration of the true God, and the 
general principles of Virtue and Natural 
Religion ? When the moſt probable ng 


ot promoting, an entire, or very extent, 


1 formation, he ad proved unſuccefsful. che 


chief thing to be ſtudied was, how to pre- 
vent a unieerfil co ruption ; and to uſe the 


utmoſt precaution, hy a conſtitution adapted 
to their circumſtances and low CONCEPTIONS, 


and by reſtraining their familiar inercourte 


with Idolaters, that % people, at te: Fig 9 


might! be preſerv d from the common tant: 


From whom rays of light thould be l- 
tered abroad, to illuminate, in part, he 


thick darkness that overſpread the intel- 


5 tectual creation ; from whom Divine dit: 


COVETICS, and juſt principles of religion, 


Fg id br a7 adit ily diſperſe d, till the Now 
of the World War ripe for a general REVE- 


n Atv; to reſtore Mankind to the primiti. 


paths of virtue > and h appincſs. | 


ND. this 18 the point, to Which 1 


e one int of Divine Providence evi-: 


dent! tende. Things were ſo directed 
and  diipoſed in the courſe of Tumor 1 
attairs, as tha ihe” revelations made to | 
Abrahow; 44 12 Bi 5 amily and poſterity 


mio 


A He fit? 7/t 7 pub. 
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night be advantageous likewiſe to the SER XI. 


(Ge!ittles z and open the way for a wi7oer ſal 


rctormation. For (iſt) By the captivitics 


and diſperſions of the Jetes, and their 
being mixed and incorporated with foreign 


nations, it is natural to conclude, that 


theſe foreign nations mult have acquired 


iome general knowledge of their religion. 
8 | . — — wh 


There is a {para of curioſity working in 
all Mankind, that prompts them to inquire 
into the cuſtoms, genius, and rel gtols 
doctrines and ceremonies of other coun- 


tries. And, eſpecially, | when : ſtrang 


; people come to reſide gt A. 5 
can't. be imagined by any onc that is ac. 
quainted with Human nature, that fuch 
inquirics will be neglected. The dar 
are fond of : accounts of this kind, be e 
they are always highly enter tained | with 
' novelties ; and the more Ingentos, for then 
mor mation and unprovement. By this 
means, thercforc, it is {carce to be doubtcd, 
| but that ſome RING WA dre of the truc God 
muft have been communicated, and belter 
5 ee virtue citablithe tin the minds 


| benighted and ſuperſtitious Genmtites : 


VII. 


Eipecially, as there i the greateſt reafon 10 


believe, 9 
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believe, that ſeveral of the captive Jer 
were zealous for their religion, and for 
the honour of the God of Ijrael, and 
would diſplay his Supreme authority in 


ſo ſtrong a light, as muſt have been cal- 
_ culated to convince the truly Honeſt and | 
Inquijitive, whoſe minds were not quite 
ſtupificd by b7g9try and vice, When, in- 
deed, we reflect on the fatal prejudices by |. 
which the generality are enſlaved, in fa- | 
vour of the Religion of their b:rth, their | _ 
education, and country, we ſhall not think | 
it likely, that « very many converts would | 
be made; but, on. the other hand, it is 
abſolutely incredible, 
truths of Os al Religion, which are all | 
5 plain, and certain deductions of reaſon, | 
ſhould not gain a conſiderable. number of | 
Profelytcs, by being tauly propoſed, and | 
_ candidly examined, Aer it be confider'd . 
again, thi it the captivitics of the Tews were 
frequent, and that they had been known 
for oges before our Bleſſed Saviour's ap- 
päcarance, and in the greateſt Empires of i - 
the World; to the Babylomians, Greeks, = 
and Romany ; by means of which, the 
: uleful Pr inciples that prepared the way tor | : 
| the 55 


that the effential 1 


been more univerſally ſpread. 


at the fittefl tiauc. 
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the reception of Chriſtianity, muſt have Sr R A. 


Bur there was another important event, 


VII. 


. 1 | 
that concurr'd with thoſe already men- 


tion'd, and not only ſerved to diffuſe good 
general maxims of religion, but ſome idea 


of the propbeſies of the Old Teſtament ; 
and that was the tranſlation of it into 
5 Greek by the command of Prole my Phila- 
delpbus, King of Egypt, in order to its be- 
ing depoſited in the Royal Library at Alex- 
 ondria. For by peruſing this tranſlation, 
which many, doubtleſs, would be inducd 
to do, as it was made by the order of ſo _ 
great a Monarch, and gave an account of 5 
the hiſtory and religion of ſo odd a peo- 
ple as the Jews were repreſented tobe; 1: 
> ay, by peruſing this tranſlation, Men « 
karning and ingenuity might acquire that 
; knowledge in a more. complete degree, 
which was ſcatter'd among the vu/zar more 
looſely by converſation. —And that what 
as been advanced, under theſe latter 
heads, is not. mere ſcheme and Ce jecture, *, 
but has all the marks of probability that we 
can reaſonably deſire, is evident from the 
| actual reſult of the whole, which | is atteſted _ 
| even 
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even by Heathen Hiſtoriins : 972. © Thar a 


an expectation ot a great Prince to arilc 
in Juden, prevail'd throughout all 55 
Haſi, about the time of Chriſt's coming.“ 

N 0 w then it is undeniable, that the pre- 


| paratory ſcene was brought to its cr4fis, and 


duc fer. ſection Aud therefore, in this Ful. 
moſs of time, God ſent forth his Son. 


ier me add farther, that Phe 7 . 
i had been employ' a. with its utmoſt art, 
to civilige the World, and refine the man- 


ners of men. In a ſtate of rude and un- 


cultivated Brutality, there is generally 3 
reſolute inattention to all new diſcoverics 5 

Bigorry, grafted on groſs Ignorance, is al- 
ways ſtubborn and untractable. Or elle, 8 


ſuch a ſtate of deplorable darkneſs is at- 
tended with a ſtupid Iittletineſs and indo- 


lence, without any concern and thirſt fr 1 
1 nacledge. Chriſtianity, therefore, in ſuch 
extremely diſorderly times as theſe, could | 
ſcarce have had any chance for obtaining = | 


ED fair hearing „upon which g account it was 


utterly. improbable, that it would be em- 
braced and ſubmitted to. But it was like- 
ly to mect with more candeur and juſtice, 
5 when Humanity and Politenets Pprevail'd; 


Aud | 1 


y a 
rice. 
al- 


em- 


5 propagated, there was a ſolid foundation 
con which to expect, that ſuch a religion as 
the Chriftian would meet with the leſs 

opp« ofition, becauſe it fixes Morality on its 
right batis, and exalts it to its ſublimeſt 


| time appointed, by the infin; te wiſdom of 

Cod, to reveal himſelf to the Centile world. | 
as well as to the Foros, Mankind, in g gene- e 

| ral, were better pre; rared for a favourablc „VOF | # 
| reception of the Goſpel, than in former es 
ages. And I. have made this topick the 
PEE ubject of my ditcourſe, hecauſe there 


elle; 
at- 
do- 9 
for | 
ſuen 
ld | 
ning 
was 


ike- | 
ee, 
And 


at the fitteſt Abt 


And is, it muſt be allowed. Philolophy SE R NI. 


had in a great meaſure introduced; but not VII. 
a reformation in any important points E 


religion. Beſides, JV was excited, and 

A ſpirit of 2 rs was beccine more com- 
mon; and = toze ker with this, juſter 
ſentiments of Myra! Firtue were likcwiſe 


pitch. 
Tus have 1 largely thewn, that at his 


can be no circumſt ance more material. 
5 ; Fc Or the IC 7. 087 * of truth, 1 1 22 4 =p 5 and — 


nations more than in hes, his always 


been found to depend on a c oncurrence 
i . | | of 4; YC C1 1 cau uſes, that ha 8 8 Ic 4 112 CH ay | to 
7 it; and, p. | cxlarl; 75 ont? Lie previt ts Enter 


Lalkecdi os 7 
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VII. 


Cheiſtiauity made know 


tainment of ſome 77ght and juſt principle, 


on previous loftenings of prejudice ; and 


the increate of civility and openneſs of 
mind. 


Tur srcoxp Obſervation, which |] 


propoſed, was this, That it was mott _ 
honourable to the Chriſtian Religion, that 
it ſhould be propoſed at the time when its 
pretenſions Were actually made known; and : 
Mat the chooſing ſo critical a ſcaſon, for this 
1 5 gracious nterpoſition of Providence, CON- | 
tributed eminently to the /upport of the 
Goſpel, a and the firmer eftabliſhment of its 
authority in the underſtandings, and over | 
the conſciences, of Men: Many Objections, | 
that might, otherwiſe, have been raiſed = 
againſt. it, are h ereby effectually filenced; 
. ao its /ucce/5 is a much fairer and ſtronget N 
550 preſumption of its iu, Ch * goodneſs, and 
: f a commanding Dix 7Ne ener CY ACCC: n- © 
panying the publication of it, than, as fr 
— appears, it could have been 1 in any af je 1 
ef od, of which wes have a diftiact and | 


PN. account in hiſtory. 


IsuaALI begin with rkg, That, 
it lis time Chriſtianity was moſt like- 


„ 


at the fitteſt time. 


Morality was much ſtudied and improved, 


and d:/futes, and an oftentation of know- 
ledge, were grown faſhionable. Religion, 
in all the branches of it, is an act of reaſon z I 


and therefore the reſtoration of it to its 


original truth and integrity. was fitteſt to 
be attempted, when wiſdom and rational 
mqurry moſt prevailed.” For truth, the 
more ſtrictly it is ſcarched into, and tried | 
by the ſtandard of right Reaſon, will ap- 
pear more amiable, and thine W ich a brighter 
luftrez and, of conſequence, it is likely to 
make the dee, den impreſſion, and to be a 
| more uniforin and fleady principle of 4 
. pious and virtuous behaviour. 


VII. 


Ac Alx, Had the Chriſtian religion : 


been promulged 1 in times of univerſal dark- 
al, or in countries, where ſcarce any 
traces were to be ſcen of thought and re- 
lection, or of any perccptions above thoſe 
of mere Aiimals, its adverſaries would have 
been apt to inſinuate, that che progreſs 
7 which it made was owing | altogether | $9 


"the 


AM. 2 


3 


iy to be examined, and canvifled with Sr Ra. 
| rare and exadneſs, when Phl1io/ophy had 


A 
worn off a great deal of the barbarity of 
more ignorant ages; when the ſcrence of 


7 


Chr iſtianit; 5 71 FE E 


the / 25 nes and barbarity of 25 people. 


among whom it was introduced; - who had 


3 110 rule by w nich to diſtinguiſh between 


truth and falhocd; and whoſe ft: perſtitious 


fears were ſoon influenced, and their cre- 
_ datity and want of judgment caſily impoſed | 
upon, to nn ſtake CU! ning tricks for mra- [ 
cles. But as it took deep” root, ſpread, and | 
fo! uriſhed, notwithſtanding the oppoſition | 


that was made to it by the bigotry of the 


gan, and the pte, of the great, com- 
bined with the med renowned wiſdom and 
ſeill of Philgey; this is a triumphant and 


glorious circumſtance, that gives it a di- 


ftinguithi ing dignity, and ſhews the uncon- 


£77 n force and ener gy of Truth. 


Arp to men tion but one thing more 5 


As this excellent religion was not propoſed 


to Mankind, till after Philoſophy had made 
its utunſt elfe orts, b and Was found to be 
unoquel to the great work of rectifying N 
epiden nical and de ngerous er rors (For the 
miſerable multitude ſtill CO! 1tinued to be Y 


captivated by their Prieſts, and held de. 5 


praved ſentiments of religion, which, 


many caſes, corrupted. their moral Is N 
racter) as ax. Chriſtianity was not pro- 
poſed | 


eminent advantages of it can no longer be 


gation we arc nr to receive, and! improve 

with the devcuteſt veneration and grati- 

tude, this extraordinary inſtance of the 
= Divine favour and goodneſs, 


dig. That the time, ſpoken of | in tlie text, 
was the fitteſt for infinite wil, lor 10 fin 
upon, becauſe it was the molt 77 ropes for 
the propagation | of Cheiſbianicy: — The 88 
greateſt part of the known World Were 
nw united in cre empire, under the 5 = 
mal power: ) that ihe Inte recourſe 
| tween. Ro $ ney v as m ore 1. Mae ore {\ and 
- travelling to remate nations: more etſy | 
and commudiczs, i er h 
under any Otlier 01 the great nne, 
ln this fericd, lilewiſe, the Wald en- 
ſoycd a c Gi. ccc ae! trangauiility 


; Was a ether very favourable Circutnlance 
tor the / fa] ETCPArCLN = and ict; Kent 1 Gi e 


at the fitteft time. _ 165 
poſed to Mankind, till 7% L, „1 had 8E R .. 
exerted all its force, and was found to be VII. 
weak and ineffectual ; the expediency and * VC 


diſputed ; nor, of conſequence, the 450i 


T2 Now proceed to as TI IE Fea, id, 


+} ©. CY . 2 Oe 7 4 : | 
3 11411 t 110 * $547 4 he WWD en 


" 


7 


tor a long w. bile vefore unkrown; which 


* 5 1 OY | Conffich, 
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 Cbrifli janity made | 


SERM. Goſpel. For amidſt the horrors and 4040 . 


> TIL 


lations of war, the minds of men arc 


is diſtrafled, and their thoughts fludtuating, 


and conjſujed. The e attention is 
engaged by vidlories and 7riumphs, or by 
ſcenes of devaſtation and ruin. The fate 
of nations is the point to be decided. The 
Principal queſtion depending, that employs | 
_ ſpeculations and inquiries, hopes and 3 
is, Which thall be eſtabliſhed, Liberty, or 
Servitude. It is not to be ſuppoſed, has 
the generality will be ſedate enough to 
examine, and purſue truth, with diforder " 
and confuſion all around them. The 
preachers of new doctrincs muſt, thea | 
5 eſpecially, be obnoxious to the Jrſprcrms | 
and reſentment of the Governing powers; 
_ every innovation will be repreſented As; n 
a peculiar degree, dangerous; and is likely — 


to be ſuppreſſed by all imaginable methods 


of craft and violence: And, beſides, the 


communication betw cen countries, of 5 of 2 1 
me pretenſions and intercits, being hut | 
„up,. the prepagation of true Ou. can 
be but in perfect and par tral.” | 


1 0 W. of theſe. inconveniences, which : 
attend a tate of Wor in general, were the 


t 
Vee 


at the ſitloſl time. 


ance. But after the molt polite and flou— 


riſhing parts of the World had, for ſeveral 


centuries, been diſiieted and fh by 
frequent revs/z7ions of empire, and / 
raſſed with almoſt perpetual «cas; in the 
reign of Auguſtus Czſar theſe competitions 
and convulſions ceafod. And THEN the 
Laviour of the World was born; the ſub- 
ſtance of whoſe commiſſion was to aflert 
the glory of the one cternal God, and pro- 
| mote peace among men; that amiable and 
5 generous ſpirit of unconfine 4 Benevolence, 
which, if it prevailed, would make cru lv 
relent, bend ſtubborn pr ide, and allay the 
We raging heat of ambition.” And it 18 farther 
_ oblſerv: able, that the peace, which now ſub- | 
ſiſted, was not only more uiver/ol, but 
continued longer, than had been often 


known in the hiſtory of proced' ng times, 


dy 


by which means, among, others, Chriſti: mi- 
ty became more eſtab] iſhed, till, at le ngth, 
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zeal lituation and ſtate of things, for a dong SF RM, 
time before our bleſſed Saviour's appear- 


VII. 


the Romon Power, that had ſeverely . 


preſſed and fer ſocuted the profeſſors of i it. = 


fubmitted, and CN d its auti o, tx. 


1 An 


SEN N. 
VII. 


Chriſtianity made know: 


AxD now from what we have ſcen, 


with reſpect to the paſt, we may extend 
our view lo fut, times. For as the 


Sup reme Beipg imuſt be at liberty to con- 


3 tavouls which could not be claimed ; 
and as he has by en pleated actually to com- 


municate A Revelation ; we have lome 


ground to hope, that it J eaſter may 5e 
(ough we cannot from hence alone CON- 
clude, that it cet tainly. will be) more un- 
werfally diffuſed. And if there be any. | 5 
tuch fur ure period, we may juſtly pre- os | 
ſume, from what, we are convinced, was 
the caſc at the fr 1 promulgation of tbe 
CG ſpel— 
8 to COnvince thoughtful inquirers, 
that 75 allo is the fitteſt ſeaſon that could 
be fixed upon, to anfwer the gra oy Wh 


that there will be ſufficient 


5 deſign on Provide nce. 


T HERT are ſeveral circumſtances TY 


dy fell“ 4 o our. VIEW, W hich demonſtrats 1 
that even 7% Chrittianity might be (pre. . 


vaſtly fa; ther, than it ever could be, du- 


ring the continuance of the Romen En- 
pic. — A great part of the Globe is planted | 
by Colonics 6 f nominal Clriſtians, w hich, 2 


. but; a tow. ages 5 Was utterly unf. 


Ane 


at the firteft biene. 


ments in America, the commerce and trade 


of Chriſtendom has extended itſelf to v ery 


remote Haſtern Nations; where the Ro- 
man Arms never Feen and where, 


it is probable, that the very name of Hea- 
then Rome, even when it was in the Height 
of its Power and Splendour, was never 
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And beſides the late diſcoveries and ſettle- SRM. 


3 


heard of. Add to this, the modern im- 


5 provements in Navigation, which procure 
us an eaſy acceſs to theſe newly-ditcover'd , 
Countries; the inter courſe which we are 

capable of maintaining with the inhabit- 
ants, by the help of Perſons iP d in their 
| feveral langua ges; together wich the in- 
vention 53 Pia, the moſt effectual 
| method of improving, and the eaſieſt Of 
. 4. ſperſing, Knowledge — 0 hich all conc: 


to ſacilitate the propa gation of the Gofdl, 


* 


in pre receding antient times. 


Lerind what could reaſon ably be K pected 


Bor the er itical þ 1 for making 5 


Chriſtianity the wu: Ve) Mal relivic n, does 
not ſeem to be yet come. \lany obſtacles | 


Fe main; | and ſever l n CCEHAT v preparations | 


N this great. event are ill wanting. — 
5 However WC ourſelves can Call ly imagine 7 


— — 


2 
— 
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Chriſtianity made knows 


SPR M. a certain conjuncture, that wud he pro ; 

VII. per; anda conjuntture, that, it is far from 

wy being an extravagant ſtrain of preſumption 

to believe, may happen, contidering the 

Jreque at, and at ſome times the more fur 

' prizang vicifiitudes and revolutions in the 
courſe of Human affairs. © For if the 


cc 
cc 


cc 


(c 


"us 


8 States and if thoſe Chriſtians, who are 1 
converſant with Infidel nations, Would 
| behave towards them with juſtice and 


cc | 


« 
cc 


« and not, as if they were of an inferior 


oe ſpecies, like Brutes or $1. AvEs; if they | 
would ceafe from corrupting, the Moral: 
of the Mahometan, or of the Pazan de- 
later, while they were perſuading him 


to turn to heir religion ; = 2 they would = 


«c 


n 
a 4 
Ws © 


14 


CC 


uſe of Printing became eſtabliſhed, and, 
of conſequence, ingenuity and freedom 


a of inquiry gaincd ground, in the v. if} 


-"EC 5 


Turkiſh Empire, 3 both were tranſ- 
fer d from thence to other Malvmeton 


generoſity, and treat them like Mey, 5 


give ſubſta ntial and thining proofs, that 


N 


they were not wholely intent on worldly 
gain. not influenc d bya rapacious Ava- 


| £6 


rice, nor fond of Luxury, nor devoted — 


to Teo mPerance il on the contrary, 


*. they. 


ot the fitteſt time. 171 


6 they hononted their profeſſion by the SRM. | 
practice of thoſe engaging virtues which VI. 


er the Goſpel inculcates, and were all. YV 


duous in improving in the minds of 
« thoſe, whom they call Indian Savages, 
exact notions of morality, OO 
© fructing them in the principles of Na- 
« 7ural Religion, as the firſt flep towards 
their ernbracing the Chriſtian ; and if, 
building on this foundation, they gave 


I only ſuch accounts of Chriſtianity as 
were connected and rational, inſtead of 
e diſcouraging. faith by unnatural and bar--.-.: 
I * barons repreſentations of the Deity, and 
! | affronting reafer by ſenſeleſs and incre- 

„ de Myſteri ies: Then We might juſt- 
„ apprehend. that the time was drawing „ 
„ mgh, when over ALL the earth (as the Zech *r 
> 3. Prophet hath foretold) there ſhall be ONE . 
„ Lord, and his N ME one; or, in the lan- 

1 guage of St. Paul, when the fulnel> of” Rom. 6 
d -#:- tbe Gentiles ſhall come 1, and ALL 16 acl | 5 125 
5 Z = Pp 2 ll ho Joon . „„ ; 

. 1 
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SERMON v III. 


* * * i 4p 4 e TR is 
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The wiſdom of God in a. va- 
rious ranks, and ſubordinations | 


of Human lite. 


_ a!l of YOu be 15 ec one 


10 anorber. 5 


N HE Creator Of f the World, toi SERA 


e 1 x the more glorious and clear vi. 


Cp 


r diſplay of his per ice! and un- 
8 limited: goodneſs, has fornrd 
0 ce * 5 : 

: ſeveral orders of Inte Migent 
Deings, poſluled of varives Endowments, 
i 1 ”“ and 


* CY 
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SERM. 
VIII. 


The wiſdom of ( God in the Darius 


and Excellencies, and Capacities for hap- 
pincſs. This Revelation expreſſly teaches ; 


and herein, as in moſt other points, it on- 
ly corroborates, and carries to a higher de- 
gree of probability, the ſuggeſtions and 
1 intimations of the light of Nature itſelt. 


For as We plainly lee, with reſpect to 


5 the creatures below us, that there is a go 
gular and admirable gradation, and, at 
the proper point, a direct tranſition "Ba 5 


one ſpecies to another; fo that where the 


Rational ends, the Animal begins, and ap- 
pears to be clo oſely connected with it in the 


| ſcale of Beings; and this prodigious chain, 
that links the Univerſe together, 1s conti- 
nued, without any viſible interruption, 
down to things merely Tnanimate : Upon 


obſcrving Fg to be the conſtant and u. 
. ied courle of Nature, our Reaſon juſt- 


ly preſumes, that the only defect, with re- 


ſpect to extent of exiſtence, cannot lie in 
the Rational World; which is moſt wor- | 

thy to be dive) 7 fic 43 and wherein, 1 

ret of ſuper or orders mult be the ſtrong- . 


ceſt and moſt illuſtrious proof of the Di- = 


vine wiſdom and benignity. e there- : 


fore naturally conclude, that, in general, 5 
gl . the 


circumstances of human life. 


the ſame d/tindions take place here, as in SERM. 
the lower parts of the Creation; 7. e. that 
there is a gradual aſcent from Mankind, 
whole reatonings are minute and contus'd, 
laboriouſty traced, and eafily perplex'd, 
and their capacities narrow and confined ; 
that there is, I ſay, a gradual aſcent, 
| through ſeveral intermediate claſſes, to the 
Higheſt pitch of created Intelletual per- 
fection, and Moral excellence. N 
: AN D to correſpond. with this general 
Scheme, which gives us the moſt enlarg ' 
and exalted idea of the regularity, beauty, . 
and magnificence of the works of God; 
His Almighty pow er has eſtabliſhed a 6.” 
verſity, not only upon the xobole, but in 
every particular rank, or kind, of Beings bz 
So that, in all, there is an exact harmony ” 
of ah, and operation. 1 


VIII. 


A difference of Powers, Ch wracters, and 5 


* 


ne 18 eſpecially obvious in the Ha- 
Man Species; the Individuals belonging to 
which are remarkably diſtinguiſhed from 
” each other.--And from hence neceſſarily re- 
ſult preheminence, up erior dignity, and au- 
| thority | in ans and e and ſubje f- 
Lion in off wes.” But then, a ſome ſort, 
5 ; the 
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82 K li. 
VIII. 


The Wiſdom of God in the various 
the dependence is, and ever muſt be, rec:- 


focal; and all Mankind are ſtrictly allied. 
by Nature, kept cloſe together by their 


common wants and -ufeiaities, and indiſ- 


ſolubly united! in point of Intereſt, and the 


unte very god; it muſt, upon theſe ac- 


-* counts; be acknowledged, that there is 


a ſolid ground, in reaſon, for the Apo- 
{e's aer tation in the text — That We 


thould ALL of us be Subject 0 40 an 


5 44 


office; a ſtrict adherence to which would 


„ 


force a reſpect for it even from the In- 


frdel. and the Libertine, as an office 


truly 5 onowurable, and eminently /t. 
Fi, © , lay 5 he, the 7 22 of God, ; doi, 


EY ib, 2 " — 


F - 


BY . Inſtead of di- 
tr. Qing their minds by needlets Hel hb 


CC 


e ies, or 3 muſing their curioſity by 


4 8 


5 inſiſting on vain and airy Theories, in- 
cc” 
gree of r ancour and inſolcnce, and 8 
mention a Spirit of dijeer d, by ind | 


wc 


C 1 
r 


IN the beginning of this as ww 

Peter gives the Flde rs, or Biſhops of the 
Chriſtian church, Tome excellent rules for 
the due and faithful execution of their 


ſtead of inlJaming their zeal to a de- 


- 7 * 7 - — 
6 47 24 - - > , 993 7125 2 —_ 
2 4% 46 4 1 N fun . 
q = — - — 7 9 ; 4 * % * 3 v4 5 
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Ll 
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God, and gene, 995 ſentiments 
ee all Mankind: Inculcate the great $0 


« ential 1 of the Ge focl, and 


* things «hich make fe F. PEACE. ER 
e the Goal nation ef tlie Wa 01 
$i a 


. „„ 41 a# : 
4 


+ NfHtua to the eternal ] laws: Gf Mera. 


. plain the poculier ci Ot 
Chriſtianity in fuch 


© janable, and have off a practice ant 
purifying tendency : And, by theie me 
c thods, Cultivate 111 tho! CIO arc an 


; Jö... Een 
der your care, importent and beneficial 


; 6 1 Ht vi led, and the = 01 UNIV, "| 


| Ht ; OTIS , * : 
SU,; Which arc the engl, t! 
4 77 * F 1 f . 3 : 7 bf of | - : * Fe 6 - BY 7 
Gefell, ind tte ot: the Son. Noithe 
1e BY 3 EPR 3 5 If - ROY: g Kg? : | 
[ids TEC, Nl. (lis Tt R n 71 ET; Fo 


of Gad 4 hich 5 14 O10 h.; but frog 1 


1 ne Apoſtle adds, — Tat 4175 7 *1C Gs Tex 455 
chercof. No ly Cunts. cant . 7 Hf ene; 
775 it 75 5 fi! : / 1 7 cre, . 4 of. N , 75 * . 

A” '7 th 2 26 9755 5 Lerds = wy 5 Fo | F7 , . 

. | a». e . 
| tap. | Jae Bel e. | ; 5 tel 1 p 7 Fac . 8 1 72 | 
then aflures them, that — if they were 


| ta . 1 % 4 uo ; Bo k. of 4 75 971 1 * 0 2 128 ö - by p : Fa i * | 
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a manner, as t 
*© ſhew that they are oo ation an] er 
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The wiſdom of God in the various 


thus uncorrapt in their minzſtrations, and 
tree from avarice and ambition; if, on 


the contrary, they had a ſincere and diſ- 


inter {ted concern for the advancement of 


2 Hriſti. any, and the edification and wel- 
fare of the fect, J. c. of thoſe, who are 


now it ed. the Lay; and were - EXem- 


| plary for liberality and munificence, for 
humility, peaceablencks, and moderation, 1 
and declining, rather than gr reedil ſv pur {1111 . 
the luxury of wealth, and the pomp of =} 
Tempo! ral grandeur --- They might juſtly 


expect, when” the ebief Shepherd | ſhall 45. 5 


PER to receive 4 CON MF. glory that 5 | 
#, Halb 7iot 7 A. HF LV ing directed the | 
Flders, w hom we, ay viding the plain 


Hug is 5 word, affect rather to call the 
Prefoyters, of the Church St. Peter, a 
the occafion Was fair, and the advice na- 


tural and pe-tinent, exhorted the Younger 5 
Sort of Ch: iſtians likewife : And his in- 


ſtruction. to them was, that they ſhould 
ub mit themſelves unto the Ele 3 Or, 


other words, pay chem all that che 


and deference, whatever it be (and 2 | 


| fue WC. : than tl: a, TW hich their. Capacity, 7 
their Ex perieice, and their par ticular Sta- 


tion 1 


8 E fact, © * 7 any 5 ve 2. 2091 1s and < ang 


Cir CUM flante: of Hit Life. 


1s enlarged, and extended to every inſtance 


of mutual deference and regard N 8 
proper to take place among Mankind, as 


they are fe: erally diverſified by their Situ- 


ation and Rank in life: --- 77 ea, ALL ot. 

YOu be ſubjec} one to another : 

_ BEFORE Tpre ocecd to explain and argue 
x tlus point more direcl iy, it may not be 
amiſs to premiſe, in order to prevent Toms 
groſs miſtakes, that there is a ſenſe, 

Jy which it may be truly affirned of all 
Mankind, that they arc by nature EQUAL 

and that this equal! fy is permanent Ad 


unalterable. The violence of Oppreflſos: 


may, indecd, inſringe it; or the Superſti- 
tious, thoughelefs, 5+ aviſh pa rt of tlie 
V Vold may tamely give it np 4 but in 
reaſon, and natural equufy, it m ul always 
remain the Jeme. Ay mea ning 18 this, 
F That there ue cert un rights that falt 


11 


gepend not in the : leaſt on ggf, T = 


eumſtances; but, being infeparabte from 


| POPU 


from cur very oc wntial frame, and v nich 


179 


tions and Characters, necctlarily require. S EK Ms. 
Then follows the text, in which the Rule 


VIII. 


the notion of Human nature as fel, can 


ü N ; 5 | 3 4 
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Th wildom Gal in the d i 


neither ke alienated, mor abridged : SO 
that in every inſtance, WINCH is prope rly 


Of this K nd, it is impottib le that one man 


thould be in 2 ſtate of guſt fubjrelion to 


g's or to any Human Power. 


If it be atk'd, what theſe R/g /s arc: 


ſel evident, that he muſt alſo have a -/ gh , 


1 antwer, | 
Tub the ft and principal are the 


; Right 0 ot Confcr jonce, For as every man o 


Q 
in his own v7 Wenne! frame, and v u, 


Aue aur, from himſelt, a moral and ac- 
countable Creature ; it ncceſſarily follows 
{tince without this ſuppoſition he Ci nei- 
ther be moral, nor occountable) that he has 
a facred and unchangeable right - to judge 
and determine for himſclf. If he has a 


right to be of any religion at all, t id 


» > 


- after deliberate _ and mature inquiry, 


. oof his religion : Ocherwiſe. it can un 
bo me re propriety be Riled bis rclivic n, 


thun in another Mai. 5 undertt. ding, tem- 5 


perance, 0 titude, geneTo! ity, and Other 


Fe fab So litics, Can be Laid to be & iS. 


be 


Beſides, if we take away this / right, we 


ſuppoſe that he is obliveld to be religious, 


and vet. deny him the only means, N 
og „ 


dieler 


14 „li, „ud 0 B life 


bl ! | 
he ſhould be: truty - + 


gb. — 2 \ © . * g 
reigious: For Rehaton is not a; forced tive 


Which it 1» 22 blo that 


— 


: 3 | 1187 17 1 * e 5 it 172 7 Je „.. 
Ot « 11111 pie 11 7 en 58 33 e 25 7 4 
1 


3 „ 7 I | | w._7 
A YOu not COCEDCHENTOFY ene 'Y a Hell.. 


1 | o js 5 PR, | — — Ml ED 3 
| RIA * ee urteil 5 E Hat I) NI. 10 T7 Ft 1 { J, — 


ſented to lodge a power, in the Gruorertys, 


5 of COCK ies, 0 Judge be! Chose 01 


them To all, Or any, points fit: 1 are e, 


religious, and bound themicives to ſubmit 
to the 5 uhlick decihon : or 11 tlie AH 


oo — 


.to counter a Py. to efpfreſs, d: 5 Gi, and : 


geprive any, the common Pg gt of 


good Subjects, for opinions or pr. actices 
that are not at all of a cio concern, but | 
relate to Cor Nfcir only; the engagement, 
In both theſe Ca{es, mult « Vacate. Hel, and 


thc grant be 711 1111948 and ( Becaut N 


| they gv up ſuch Rights, us are abſo) utely 


ene to the 112) al C onttitution of Hu- 


man nature, and which, of conſequence, 
: they can have 10 atthorit v 20 alienate 


and transfer; and might, wit! ) full a a 


J 


n 
much reaſon, RODS 2 anoth 2r enormous 


and. arbitrary Power, that, without make- 


15 5 ing a ny dit tine! on bet * cen. 14; „noch 2 al d 
3 Tait, thou Ing 1 imp „ion ö and torment. the 


— Aww — - * . 


The wiſh of Cut; in the VAVINUS 


It appears then to be the plain refult of 
the whole, That, with reſpect to mere 
Conſcience, Mankind arc ance 19 Jurii- 


diction, but that of Heaven Among 


themſelves they are ALL upon 44 vel, and 


cannot be fit ject one lo anther 


Is like manner Men, as A have an 
/nviolable Right to be treated with Ju tic 
and E. gebily. 1 mean, when 1 fay inον˙pa 
i”, es not a Right, which Perſons tyran- 


nic Wy and mihi cvouſſy diſpoſcd may 


= not acquire a  pocoer to limit or ict afide ;--- 


hall der 
*..;40-M reid e lle, | 


= Þut ſuch a one, as cannot, in reaſon, be 
8 oppol fed, or cancell'd ; which muy? ſubſiſt 

in che trath and . neſs of things, as long 1 
a8 Ih mon nature it elf 1b iſts. And this”. „ 
it to firid j Nice is not only rnaliena- 
bir, but, like the Rights of Conſcience, — 


iii, in all. 80 that no man can war- 


i 7 give his confeat, that another 
ve him of the we means? 
or arbitrarily i invade hi- 
© property, or deny him the reward duc to 
: bis mr or emlare 


10 


and hurt him by 
fler and of on; 55 or that any Secies v 
in: 1 be him protect ion and ſup port 
l 207 „ On vaniſh ki my though he 


Ip. | 


circumſiances of human life. 183 

18 innocent, or treat his honeſty and virtue Sr RM, 

as crimes: Becauſe all ſuch Conduct is VIII. 

repugnant to the Or icinal : and Eternal lars 

of Nature, which the authority and will 

of Man can neither diſpenſe with, nor 

alter; it is, in effect, to de ſtroy the World 

that God. hath made, by introducing a 

new and unnatural Scheme of things from 
whence not! ning can proc ed! but univerf. af 
Anarchy and confuſion.— „The Conf Ko 
quence, therefore. from the wh 

; ly this, that with Teſpect tot 


common equity (i. e. whether it e be 


. 


Tolle 18 P . an 
7 
4 


the Clatn 2 Of 


aAllored him, or nat) the Wy. meaneſt can- 


not, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, be 75 ere, to the 
: gre: teſt ; Or 75 b ject to by abſolute deter- 
mination and controul of any cartily 
Power. 8 = DO 
ON c more: Ex. y 7 ian conſider 4 
merely as a Mon, mult | wave an inherent 3 
_ Right to Condor to en pe favourable 
 olls ,o; and the nec ceſfary | offices . 
Human: Cs A nd { Yo bority 2 cauſe his Ori- | 
ginal frame 1 is ſo * en and unpe rf. Cb. 


*S-- &: WIS 


= £ expoſes hin n to ore Nt ery errors, „ and 1 7 


Tinas a We. W ants and infirm! 18 80 tar 


£0: aſtert the 5 Cemtraryv, to vw hat 15 have 
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re can be 


3 1 FTA \ 5 5. . 71 5 
EEA ATI „e Cl, all the N EA 
CS £ By : . 5 1 


ie, ici, 8 Cannot FITS 
ted, lies it is introduc ed entire 
ne 40HCS WY Vices of len Toy 
Lower, 1 wident from reator 
Delice, that _ are nate. 


Patios lige Human life. 


1 A : ; / 3 3 
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ES EHEEC 3.5 41184 regular - from | He 
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d Conitigtion- of the W. orid: ==: 


a * : 4 © 9 5 
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— 1 zualiß tions. and 1 


5 ' . 80 K CW 
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: DDOTTON”OEGNC entre O1. (3-264 VectiuN., nes 
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{\ 21 by d We [4 > j * 9 2 — 22 2 = : 932 5 : Io 
Jae 2. ———— Deep tt 1.41 l ele 


oi property, influence, and ufctulnefs to > 
the Publick, muſt create a diver /1t 5 
1 ; 


Ranks and Characters. --- F rom the 97 
. unälterable 7 vlatiens, * in hich > NI 
3 8 e 123 * . 7h e 
Kind Hand 0 Ci Ch other. there „ ür AT 
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Prebeminence, and Subordinati on. Nay, 


it Ke carried our reflections no. bt ther 


441 2414 


Amn this general 1 that God ais 


ka.) 


ipponted Mankind live toge ther in 


C 


inſtinsts 55 the point e appear 
"TIT iently. plain ;- hecaulc; 1 1 all py TVS: 


Un- 


Ser iely, and, to ry "End has plane ST 
viithun them ſtrong Y e and 


ths re ever have been, and always Wil 15 
; De, HU diſt nition; ot: Condition and 5 


ron anflance,; which indeed are 471 1:1 
% only tO their Profperous and ftiourii? 


g ate, 8 but CC Co 10 P. etc; Ve. and bold Fe 


* 


them together. S. fror men 10W., fo: ins... 


5 zuire bricfiy 


Is the 1 FIRST place, Four hat Fd, 


Ut may reafo: ably be 10 8 ined, that the 


- Infinite Crcat LOT C hach or dai! cc thi 5 Dis CL. - 


1 


4 ä : * * 3 — 7 0 ; : 
: 4 5 and * CEE tnt 0 7 2 of ſuch an 


APP? intment con! Wh oY will cn 


FE RM. 


7 — 


— 2 


4 2 F 
— . — 


— 


1 86 The 2 if Hom he God i 772 the Various 


Ser. SrconnLY, To apply the Subjectinn 
VIII. mention'd in th e text, as the du: y of All 


CDs indiſeri mina: fely, to the diffe rent State: 
and Orders amon alt Men. 5 
IAN e For What e , 
Ends, the infinite Creator has appointed | 1 
10 great a Difference of Stations and (Cin 9 1 
| cuniſt tances in Human lite. And, I think, 2 
| one good reaſon. which may be ati igned, 5 1 
1 br the DiftinZios ma ade in the preſent 3 
1 2 ouſtitution, is this, --- That the eau, b 
„ and excellence of. the Mz 4 char acter OE. 
3 gs might. be diſpla ved. more conſ/icuonfly, ec 
We = an” in ſeveral differen? 158 . Indeed, 1 . 
i we conſider the matter gy 22 60 it 1 
Il ſeems. Lighly expedicnt, in Ot der to th. . 
I - forming a completely regular and well- ii 
\ ll Pr oportion'd BE {tem, that there ſhoul d be d 
| W 2 2 ecueral analnry. ad CV ſpendence be- Be | by 
044 twoeen the 2 al World, and the other e 
b 3 parts of the Univerſe. However this is no | bi 
1 All; and though | it be a cli cumſtance 5 5 
{I 2 e 8 yet it might not per- I un 
if . haps be ſo Acicnt, of felt, 1 alone, to pl 
vindic. ate the frame of Nature. But the. = --1 2 


witdom an 1d 80 odneſß of the Author „ 
| . 


circumſtauces of human life. 
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it appears Supreme and molt 2//::/irious, SERM. 


wnen it is added farther, --- That as the 
inferior Creation is more artificial, ele- 
gant, and wſeful, through its variety ; ſo 


the beauty of the moral 3 is more 4. inthe 
dr lineated, by its being diverſified. Moral 

rectitude is ſo comely and amiable in it- 
ſelf, that it natura My attracts approbation 
and eſteem, and excites a generous plea- 
jure, in every view of it. So that in the 
more inſtances it is ſeen, its lovelineſs will 


VIII. 5 


be the more clearly diſcern'd; and this 


clearer diſcernment muſt be a more for- 


cible and effectual motive to excel in 


wutuc.— Abſtract Theor s, bewilder'd in 
the 1 nazes of Metaphyſics, might in many 
aaſes, for want of undenia! ble and ſtand- 


ing examples, diſpute the k eauty and uſe- 


| 1 alneſs of it, and perplex the argument 


by crabbed and ſpecitiss ſubtilties; but 
when its beauty and uſefulneſs are erhi⸗ 8 


bited, and pointed out as it were to our 


very ſenſes, in real Characters, this in a 
Treat. meaſure diſarms ſpecul ative So- x 


1 phiſtry, and deprives it of that malig- 
ant Heber, Which it might other wiſe 


have 5 
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ich it de. 
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the exerciie of it, uw ortr to their being 


fi 
W_- 


heren ter advanced to a more ſublime and. 


e 


Canes and CO 


pertect exiſtence. As the 
= ens of Me n arc valtly 02705, a di- 
„inet. „n of circumſtances ſcems 


ly 


* 


to be ab- 
neceiu ry for their Proper Hip 
There natural tic, 


polition 10 ; ( 2 | Jene FO. 8, and CUMIN UM F 


mn. Ire ſome C wwaole 
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eircumprances of human lie. 

ſons, who behave wei/ and acquit them- 
jelves with Lanour in oe Circumitance, | 
acting meanty WICH they are placed in a 
contrary Situation, and ſlaliing their Cha- 
racter to ſuch a degree, as ſurpriſes a 


who new any Thing of their former 


good Conduct. For inte ance, a Man may 


be grave and confiderate, modiſt and bum- 


18 
SE RM. 


* III. 


— 


bi in Adverſity, and grow careliſs, diſſo- 


late, and imper GUS in 1 Projperity. Ile 
Iikewite that was generous and cnde- 


ſconding, and very afefil to his tellow- 


Creatures, white he moved in a higher 


Sphere, may ſink ſo much beneath him- 


felt when mi; Condition 18 altered, as to 


forfeit all the Eilcem and R eſpect which 
5 he had before zultly ac! uircd. So that we 
: 11. iy conclude WI ch grcat proba th! lity, that 
the appointing a vary ety of Stations in 


— 


Human Lite was the bit method that 
| could be taken, to aff ord prefer of pu tn 


ities, for Pet fons of . der y Conſtitution 


and Genius, to prove the! ir In. . ity in the 


moſt. uncxceptionablc manner. 


Brei be: 8, i this Sch me Þ 2d Us „ t. 18 
place, there could have buen hoe. 11 te 


room tor exercifing thoſe Ner * irtues, 5 


\ which | 
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SF RM. which properly belong to a ſtate of Di. 


pline, as they arc peculiarly adapted to 
RI ” J. 


engthen the inward temper, and beget 
a confirmed Habit of reſolution : I mean, 
the manly virtues of Patienc2 and Con- 
f tentment, of Compoſure and Firmneſs of 


Mind under Diſcouragements and Diffi- 
culties. Nor could even the Godlil, e Diſe 


; poſitions ol Generoſity and Condeſcenfion 
have been cultivated by ſuch various and 


improving trials, if there had been no 


Stations of De hendence and Subjection. 


LET me ſubjoin to this remark one 


obſervation more, and that is, That the 


Differences of Rank and Condition | in hu- 5 
man Life are plainly calculated to pro- 
mate the general happineſs. For it is evi 


dient at firſt fight, that the Convenienci CIC? 


and Comforts of our preſent Being would 
be prodigiouſly diminiſh'd, if as: was 
not a proviſion made of a ſufficient num- 
Her of 1 to be employe ed in laborious 


a 15 LES le offices. If this was not the 


155 2 wants of the Huinial nature en- 
9 ending almoſt totally our Reflections and 
Care, there would ſcarce be any room for 
. the more exalted Genius t to 6 2 telt! 

Con- = 


circumftances of human life. 
Contemplative Men would not have Lei- 
fure for illuſtrations of Religion and Mo- 


rality, and Impro vements in uſeful Arts 


and Sciences : So tha tihe = Prin- 
ciple i in Mankind would be rwnocerfred and 


unrefined, and, thus far, upon a level; in 
proportion as their orttva; 10 Curcumiſd. _ : 


were equal. --- Put the m 30ſt conſiderab 
point of all is this, That as there is 4 
larger Scope for ſublime and generous Vir 


tue, upon ſuppoſing a Dis ver/ity of States 
and Conditions ; and as bs are lik ew 1e 
more Opportunities for Uproving. Moral 


88 to its utmoſt ex tent; the framing 
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the M orld, which was intended for a Pro- 


haliauary Scene, after this Model, muſt 


Hh ave been the fitte 2 ſt expedient that could . 


be deviſed, for advancing the ſeapremt 


happineſs of 11 ankind: : W nich conſiſts 


; unalterably in the internal reclitude of 


mer Diſpofutions, and the exact and re- 


_ gular correſpondeney of ther 04. . with 


reaſon, and the Law of Ged. 


Ir will Rill be afl.'d, what's 8 


| there i for our being cchortd in the 


| te xt 7; definitely, and without the excefptict 
4 of 797 particular CharzQ rs, to he hi Hel? 
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Gre 10 anther 110 Which it is ſutficiein 


to anſwer in general, That there may be 
a Subordinaticn in fome reſpects, when, 
there is an evident Superiority in ther: : 


And as, beſides this, the Wants, 3 


cics, and Obligations of Mankind are, 


various IF Vin univerſal, and 1 85 


there muſt be, as I have before obterved, 4 
natural and ſolid foundation for the Keile 


preſcribed. The Duty here recommended 


is, in Infori tors, a proper Subjection; among . 
a Equals, R peel, and Submiſſion ; and in 

i Siiperiors, what, in our. language, we . 
would rather chooſe to call CG onde fen. 


Which 1 now ron. 


IN the SF COND. — to explain 


more diſtinctly, , upon the principles and! 
rcaſonings . under the formei 
Head, the ſubſtance of which may be 
| reduced to this g general Propofition ; That, 


WW every” Station, that Submiſſion and. 


| Conde Jcenfion. ought always to be prac.” 
tiſed, Which belt Becomes us, and Will 
render us moſt erw iceable, init; 0 „, in 


l, 


0 other words, which is the ſuretl 05 


: 0 6 as BEL | \V 1} 55 2 frclitude | and tend: 10 . 


ity, 


circuimſlauces of human life. 193 
the Common Good of our Fellow- Creatures. S ER N. 
- And what wall this be, when the rule VIII. 
is applied to Particulars? ---- I anſwe nn 
(iſt) That it is the evident duty of i- 
riors— To maintain a humble, peaceable, 
and grderly behaviour, and acknowledge, 
in a proper way, the Superiority of thoſe 
who are in a higher rank, of whatever 
kind it be — to pay a due deference to 
- ſuperior . Wiſjdem, and ſubmit to be inſtruct- 
cd and enlighten'd by it; and if at any 
time they oppoſe Perſons of this character, 
not to do it ina poſitive and confident man- 
ner, but with reſpect and caution, and 4 
mo deſt diſtruſt of their own Abilities 7 
to reverence likewiſe ſuperior Goodneſs, and 
propoſe it as a Pattern for Imitation and 
0 expreſs a all becoming Regard to ſuch as 
are ade anced and linked either by the 
more immediate direction of Provid-ce, or 
hy the wiſe Eſtabliſhments of Society. This 5 
behaviour is abſolutely neceſſ. ry, becauſe 
it is the Baſis and chief Supp port of the 
5, relative and focial Virtues in inferior and 
ſubordinate Charnadters. © 8 
As it relates to the conduct a Equal = 


55 the Duty recommended in the text is this 
Vor. II. . 0 5 
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To preſerve an affable and chli ging De- 


Portent; to be mild, gentle, and com- 


pliable; and rather to decline, than afſum: 
Preeminence: For theſe are the moſt 
likely means to ſecure a conſtant harmo- 
ny, and eſtabliſh 
micydſhip. This is the expreſs doctrine of 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romas, who 
has adviſed Chriſtians to be kindly affedti- 
bnned one ts enother 
m honour preferring. one another, 


mutual efleem and 


, with brotherly Love --- 
Every 


modeſt Man muſt be conſcious of ſome 
. fecret 1mpe! fections that leſſen his own cha- 
racter; and this will naturally incline him, 


according to the doctrine of the fame | 
Pe elſewhere, to eſteem thoſe, who are 1 
in other reſpects his Equals, to be betten 


than himſelf, and, conſcquently, to yield 
| to them the claim of Supertority. 


F INALLY, So far as the Exhortation 


Dm the text extends to Superi tors, it muft 


include in it That they be caſy of acceſs, #-- 
and behave towards thoſe that are below | 
: them with nec nes and humanity ; ; being mn 
3 favourable to their mndijcretions, ready mm. 
relieve their <va7s, and generouſly diſpoſed 12] 
t conſult and act for their dauere Be- 


* „ cauſe 


arcumſtauces of huma: hfe. 
Zauſe / Mankind belong to e claſs of © 
Beings, though Providence, for wiſe rea- 


ſons, has made a Di/tinon between them 


In the Offices of Life ; and becauſe a ſupe + 


ion Genius, and a /upericr Virtue, may be 


oncealed under low and deſpiſed Circum- 
itances, hich, perhaps, would make a 
diſtinguiſhed. ngure, and create admira- 


tion, if they were beoaght out of obſcurity. 
— How inſignificant ſoever we may think. 


ſome of our Fellow-Creatures to be in 


| reſpect of ourſelves. it is very probable that 
we make a much ker figure | in the Uni- 
verſe, if compared with 1 innumer able other 
intelligent Beings, who were griginally 
form'd in a more exalted order. And let 
us aſk ourſelves calmly, in order to kill 
the ſeeds of Pride and Jin pert Conduct, 
whether it be fit that we ſhould f \crifice | 
the indiſputable. Rights of Mankind, re- 
ſulting from their natural Equality, to ac- 
__ ridental and 22 ecarioiis Advantages, that 
have no real merit in them? And whethe?- 
we cannot maintain all the neceflary deco- 


ins of Life, and the Dejes rence due to 


nur particular Characters, without Stiff⸗ 
neſs and Arr ogance, and A Scornſul and 
„ 0 23 . | RNigo- 


1953 
ER N.. A 


_— c- 


| —_ — 
— > — 


_ —- - 
—— 22 — —— = tz; = = 
— — 
— — — - = — 
F > o—G———— - - > 
» — Jo" 
2 * —— by | 


196 


SER M. 
VIII. 


Xo LARRY 


"NN 10 i/do 25 of God in the various 


Rigorous Treatment of our inferior Bre 


thren ? 


LET nothing then be done through 2 = 


or wain-gley, "bot in loxlineſs of RE. 
LDocl nit every man 61 his own things, but 
mvery man aljo on the things of others. Let 


chic mind be in vb, which was alſo in 
, Chr, 4 Te efus: Who though he was 71 the 


form of God or deputed to repreſent his- 
perſon and aft in his name] did not greed!y 
det the continuance of this high honour ; 
but made trmnſe WY of us n. putation, and took 1 
fon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in the likeneſs 7 nen; and Hein 
found in faſhien a5 a man, he Pumbled 
ods If, and became obedient wits death, 
even the death of the eres. The moſt ex. 
alted among Men, be they ever ſo emi- 
acntly. diſtinguithed by their Rank and 
_ Prrcer, are ſuch worthleſs, ſach diminu- 
ie Creatures, when compared with the 
mare, Or repreſentative, of the invijibl- 
God, wi ith that glorious Being by whom 


e things were created ; that the example 


> 4. ecency of C haracter, # ane them out of 


of his Divine condeſcenſion muſt, if they 
are Chr ifions, and have any regard to 


_ thei 2 


circumstances of human life. 197 
their haughtineſs and inſolence. But to Sr kw. 
what extreme contempt and infamy does VIII. 
it expoſe the pride and opprefſion of leſſer WY, 
 Tyrants, in the common Stations of Life? 
In theſe, a ſtern, N and diſdain- 

ful c carriage is an awkward and wmaturat 
vice; and in ll, 1 * ave already ſhewn it 
to be as unſuitable to Human Nature and 
the Reaſon of things, as it is inconſiftent 
or ith the Chr Man temper 5 
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SERMON IX. 


SO SUDTTOROUDOOG9 55 
F 15 Glory af God beſt promoted 


by the moral rectitude and hap- ; ; 


_ pinch of his Creatures. 


4. Ci 0 K. Kc 5 5 


7. Weite, therefore ye cat. or ri nk,” 


or - whatſoever Je as, do all 0 th, 
glory 0 Coll. 


Ui 2 out n Hh all our nb. 

” = V 5 

Es = tions and reaſonings about Re- 
1 8 ligion and Morality muſt be 


ut 8 


h 8 F N 1. 


IR 


: rude a indige! ſted, that every. man s 


obliged to conſider his nature and its ſa- 
| | 0 4 N : culiics, 
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Ve glory of God promoted by rhe 


faculties, his Geuation and character, What 


be 18 in himſel /f, and what becomes kim as 
2 fart of the Univerſe, in order to form a 
right ſcheme of conduct. Theſe two things 
are equally to be regarded -- -- the important: 
and agnty of his nature in itſelf, and the 


Relations he ſtands in to other Beings. | 
Ir he is abſtracted from all conſideration 


= of his Fellw- creatures, and retires inward, 
: quite excluding the World around him, to 
raiſe and cultivate a contraded private hap- 
paineſs, his notions of duty and of the pro- 
5 regulations of his Manners muſt be very 
un; alt. and defecti ive; | becauſe he behaves 
like what he is nat, e quite forgets what 
e and acts as if he had the whole of Hu- 1 
man Nature i in himſelf, as if he was jmgle, 
. 0nd lied, and ind; pendent. On the * 
trary, if he has ſo much Complaiſance for 
others, and pays ſuch an undue reſpeet 8 
their Sollicitations or Example, as to join 
with them in ſcenes of Debauchery ane 
5 orruption; if he ſuffers his affectation 4 
| Good-nature, and deſire to be thought 
On cli ging Al nd conformable i in Socicty, to huc- 
SE, ; him 3 into w icked exceſſes which are re 
5 pugnan ot to the 10 W. of his i Mind, and the 


$5 immu 


tno val rectitude of his creatures. 
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zmmutable ſtandard and rule of right: In SRM. 


this Caſe likewiſe he gives evident proof 
that he does not underſtand is own frame, 


he contradicts the obvious and unqucſtio- 


IX. 


nable defign of zt, and acts like one bo 


bas blind focral Inſtincts without reaſon. 
Tur perverſeneſs of Conduct, the de- 


ect of Moral character, in both theſe In- 
ſtances, IS immediately perceived and cen- 


ſured. But there is another inſtance e- 


qually clear, in which it is not fo readily i 


: allowed; and that reſpects the firſt and 7 


oreateſt, the wiſeſt and beſt, of all Beings, 
= the regard we owe to bim. He is 


the Life of the World, the Spirit, that 


animates and governs the immenſe frame 


„f Nature; to him our relation | 15 indiſ- 

putable, our obligations are infinite: We 
| cannot exclude him from the Unis wr ſe with- 

out deſtroying it -- and thall we ſhut him : 


out of our ſcheme of Morality : ? The rela- 


tions we ſtand in to Men are acknowledged : 


to be the foundation of various Offices, of 


5 indi ſpenfable neceſſity, and the utmoſt im 


: portance in Human life ; and can it be, 


| a 
that our relation to God conſtitutes 19 tie, 


: 10 band! © Duty > 155 it unfit thy: at we 0 thoul: * 


act 
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SFE R M. 
n 


F of ourFellow-creatures ; and are we at li- 


The glory of Gd e by the 


act as if we were born only for ourſelves, 
without having any concern for the welfare 


15 berty to live as 9⁷ , God in the world ? 


5 2% Man, 


Nothing can be more abſurdly, more in- 

excuſeably wicked: For it ſuppoſes the 
Oniverſe to be all Creature, and no Creator, 
all Efed, and no Cauſe. 


Brs1905s, a ſenſe and humble acknow- | 


ledgment of Dependence muſt, in the na- 
ture of things, be as much a gut Senſe, 
and a proper Ack: nowledgment, with . 
5 ſpect to G, as to any other Beings. 


Sen- 
timents and expreſſions of Gratitude muſt. 


be at leaſt as Ju Uy due to the infinite ni 
verſal Benefactor, as they can be to /e 
e Benefactors; from whom the 4/1. 
as, meſſes 's We receive are leſs, but our clam 
greater. 


80 chat he can neither be a truly 
nor ſtrictly ſpeaking a moral 


Man, who confines the whole of virtuc t 
tempera ance, juſtice, and benevolence, and 
neg. «Qs the rerun 1 duties of Piety. — For 


- | is God the indulgent and tender Pare, 1. 
of my kind; and os he deſerve no Re- | 


5 vet en 0e, 


and filial Affection: Is he the uN- 


+ ba E: #2 Spring of Coon, and not fo he 


adn 4 


moral rectitude of his creatures. 
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ador'd for his boundleſs munificence and S E N. 


liberality ? Is he our ſupreme Governour, 
righteous, merciful, and condeſcending, to 


dur Infirmities ; but not worthy to have his 


"IX. 


RAIDS 


: Authority publickly acknowledged, and to 


ccceive univerſal Homage and Subm fon ? 
and in his 


Is he tranſcendently amiabli, 
moral Character the brighteſt and moſt 
conſummate Pattern for our Imitation; 


and arc his Excellcncic: not fit to bc cele- 
vrated, to be contemplated with wonder 

and delight, tobe ſtudied, and carefully tranſ- 
| planted into our own Minds, and ditplay's d 


to the view of others? Can we refuſe to 


pay theſe natural Honours where ther y 


ire fo juſtly and eminently due; and to 


hot unmerited bounty has ſupply d 


our paſt Pleaſures, from whom we de- 


ave the preſe nt Good, and muſt expect all 
C0116. All this is moſt th: ametul 


of Conduct, 5 
And the Conclu- 


that is 7 
n pr opr ty 
even to Common ſenſc. 


and indecene . 


ſion ſrom the whole ſtands thus — That as 


he ib a good Man, who acts up to the law of 


his Nature, and ſupports 1 its true Honour - 
"As he among us is a good Member of So. 
viety, WhO is ſincerely concern d for the 


Lonour | 
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SERM. 


TX. - 


De glory God Sonic by the 


Honour of his Prince and Country, - $©. 


by an exact pirity of reaſoning, thok 
rational Beings, only, are good Subjeffs of: ©: 
the univerſal King and Lord of the Cre- 
ation, whoſe ultimate view it is to pro- 


"noe. his Glory, ; and the deſign of his 


: moral Govern ment. 


Bur can the Ghry of FRY 3 


God be in reality advanced, and render'd 4 
more reſplendent, by ſuch diminutive Crea- 
tures 2s we are! Can the eternal Majeſty 


55 5 of Heaven receive an acceſſi 1911 of Great- 


| neſs, or depend in the leaſt, for the Sup- 
_ port of his Sovereign Honours, on our 
PFollies and Imperfections! Far be it fron 
us to indulge a thought ſo vain and arro _ 


gant with reſpect to ourlelves, and fo in- 


jurious and degrading. to our Mar II. 

Glory 1 is in tri uth nothing elſe but the Pre- 55 
5 eminence, and wunrivel'd Dig vi ity, that . 
ſults from his ſupreme Th, and from 

his infinite perfections man; ifeſted in the 


| s 'onftit tution of Nature, and the Preſerva- 


uon and Government of the Univerſe. And 
: ire m hence it follows, that it is % tial, 
2nd emoniccable, and m uit. always ſhine. 


With an diminiſh ed un fading Luſtre 


A 


moral rectit1Mc of his creatures. 
All that we can do is 7 culti: vate a flrong © 


fonſe of it, and impreſs it upon our own 
minds as an habitual principle of humble 
Adoration and Reverence of the Deity ; 
and repreſent it to our Fellow- Creatures in 


a /ujt and engaging light. This is the ge- 


neral ſenſe of the advice given in the text, 


and a ſenſe, that expreſſions of the like | 


mport frequently bear in the holy Scrip- 


tures. I ſhall quote a few paſſages out of 


many others which might be produced. 


Thus we are told, that 4% 7he prom! es 
I of God in Chriſt are yea, and in him 
den, unto the Glory of God; i. e. to the 


mani f lation of his mercy and faithfulneſs. 


Again, when Jeſus heard of the ſicknets : 


ot Lazar us, he laid, This. ſickneſs 75 not [oxi 


by, — or achnd⁊e lege and ſubmit! *d ts 5 


| wo death, but for the Glory of Grd the 
 Dijesvery of his Power and Goodnet: . 
har a Son of God might be 3 


the” true Me Hab. In like manner, Ab = 


bam is ſaid ut to have fagger ol at the 


| 80 iſe of God through wnbeligf, but to 


have been /tr ong in faith, giving Glory 70 
6 od, i. c. declaring | his firm belicf of God' "Bi 


— eracity. and Ability to e his moſt 


Gitficult x 


29H 


SERM. 
= + 


Ver. 23 ; 


The glory of God promoted by the 


difficult Promiſes. And hence it is, that 


to g/5rify God ſignifies, in many paſſages 
of Scripture, no more than to praſe him, 
and proclaim his Excellencies. This ſenſe 
is aſſerted in expreſs terms in the following 


| ſentence of the 5oth Pſalm,. J hoſo offer- : 


erb praiſe glorifieth me. And to the fame 


| Lake 1. 


| purpoſe are the words of St. Luke, And 


57%, ſuddenly there was with the Angel a mul. 


tuude of the heavenly Hof? praiſing God, - 
: | and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt. 


Ehe method which I intend to purſue 
- the remaining part of this diſcourſe ; Is, 


F IRST, To explain r more Ne |.” 
th duty, which St. Paul has recommend 


cd, of 8 all 1 8 60 the 11 5 of God: 


And then | 
15 To point out, SECONDLY, Crime falſe : 
notions relating to the Ge 3 of God, and 
© > whe proper aways of promoting it; which, 


1 apprchend, W in be found in reality to 


| ſully and eclipſe his honour, and to have 


- been of vaſt diſſervice to Religion. | 


Tax. FIRST thing propoſed is to ex | 

plain more particularly the Duty, Which 

5 St. Pa ul has recommended, 0 ding all | T0 
„ „ ine 


| on 


a 


moral rectitude of his creatures. 
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things 7s the Glory of Ged. And in order St R NM. 


to underſtand it aright, it is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary that our foundation be good: I ſhall. 


therefore begin with obſerving, that the 


 Ghry of God mvſt confilt chiefly in his 
moral Exceilencies. Eterni: y, and lImmen- 


ſuy, irreſiſtible Power, and unbounded 


. 


Dominion, are, it muſt be allowed, grand 
| ideas, and form a moſt elevated and awful 
Character. But the Glo y reſults only from 


hence, that it is a Character of eternal and 


immenſe . a Power conducted by 


iſdom, Dominion of Feighitec uf, neſs, 
"Oe 44 C lemency. Without theſe more 


mild and amiable Attril tes, We have a 5 


view of nothing but prodigious Deformity, 


and ftupendous Kain. For an cternal and 
infinite " aciple, that i is capricious, unjuſt, 
and cru: 4, can only forebode Confiulion und 


_ Mifer to the Creation, and muſt exciie 


the ſtrongeſt averfion and terror. So that 


it by our falſe ſpeculations we diveſt the : 


Deity of his Equity and Mercy, we deſtroy 


"= his title to Veneration and I 3 
and our Deteſtation and Dread of him muſt 
Increaſe, in proportion 8 his Pow is more 
1 abfolure, and his Damn mon more extenſive 

1 and 


De glory of God promoted by the 
SERM, and unlimited. From whence it follow, 
| IX, that we cannot in an exact and proper 
manner diſplay the Glory of the Divine 
5 | Character, unleſs we have carefully ſtudies 
what 1s the moſt worthy and adorable part | 
: of it; nor can we diſparage the Deity ſo 
Ff by confuſed apprehenſions, and little 
_ childiſh Conjectures, about his ab/traf? Na 
ture and E/fonce (where the moſt Philoſo- 
phical inquires have only ſerved to demon- 
ſtrate the wweakre/s, and at the fame time 
„ ME. T. eſumption, of Human reaſon) as by 
errors relating to his moral Perfections. It | 
is now natural to examine, by what me- l 
thods the Ghry of God, in the ſenſe in 
which it has been above explained, will 3 
be moſt effectually promoted. And 
| FigsT, One principal way, by which * 
God 15 hr ified, is the Moral Rectitude of 
his reaſonable Creatures, If we ſurvey the 
vaſt Fabrick of the Material World, whence EZ 
Ii ãꝗs it that it ſo loudly proclaims the Gor! 7 
5 the Eternal Architect? Why by follexcing * 
„ primitive Courſe, continuing to be go. -- 1 
vern'd by its original Eftabliſh'd Laws, 5 
5 and maintaining the ſame exquiſite Struc- 5 0 
i -ture, the fame Proportion and Hanan; M1 
5 the | 8 


reel Bind: of Hi Creatures... 


he he le uſes and ſubſerviency 
o one gencral end, which it had 77 the be 


ginninr. The Hewoens for inſtance (of 
which the P/aliiſſæ expretily ſpeaks) di- 
clare the Glory of their Former only foi 


7/15 rexton, becauſe they i ew hat is 
REALLY s 3 Kk; and preſerve 


Oise der BD \, Hufe ſeem to be an UM ue i ft 4 2 
. t be it, it would ek 01. 15 Tile: FL 


Y th te 5 of ſome hp at « ind nob! IG acl ion not 


brought to 72 rfection ; and be d. priv de Of 


| hate live ay ſg: natur: CS: cf in mitable *. mY 


the genuine 9 ͥ4% 01 * Hear: n. 


Co . 0. | P- | a, A 8 
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1 beauty, that . and 
: ſplendour, and thoſe beneficial influence, 
which were the contrivance of his infinite 
Wiſdom, ard the effect of his wonderful 
2 Operation. But if inanimate Natur: Was : 
defac ed and perverted, and the ſeveral hh nog : 
of it were jumbled toge! ther in a wild 
anlelſicu, though there migzlit Ain appear | 
trough its runs. ſome Tent % untmerings 
of the Creator s Glory, yet in could naot-: 
: ine, as it now docs, with a Cen and 
arong. light. Natus e, in ſach a tne Q1 


thoſe + marks we ſupreme and unlim ted by 
. Udi * . giſt 11. Tuith d! 4a: "wn all . wo 


3 


3 . 
— — oo RS 


4 
4 4 . 
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Ayo as it is in the N. atural World, 
hold: exactly the ſame in the Moral. God 4 


is never more giorijfied, or, in other words. 
the excel/cncies of his nature are never more 


eminently and honourably /uftrated, than 


by the fe, ſection of his Intelligent crea- 
tures: Becauſe then the maſter piece of al! 
his w. orks appears in its gt order, and 
_ correſponds with the idea and model of it in 


the Divine mind; and! it muſt conſequently | : 


demonſtrate. with more convincing and 


unexceptionabl. evidence, both the wiſe de- 
Vn of its Author to excite our admiration, _ 


and his vaſt eſſential goodaeſs to raiſe our 
love. and gratitude. — may be laid 
down a8 2 : good gene al rule, which reaſon 
got diſpute---that as it tends more to the 
=O edit of any Artificer, or, in other words, 
5 to diſcov er the Cir ofities and real beauties 
of his 4, to have his“ work in the crdor in 
8 which he intended! it ſliould be, and com- 
5 pleatly adapted to its peculiar Vie, chan to 
have it Umpair'd and mand, which may : 
> raiſe pl doubt about bis own Hei, as W ellas 
about the value of the work itſelf: 50 


- 185 the Fer fecti 2 of God difplay thiemi:! wes "EEE. = 
| amore Hall, 45 0 1 in all the 28 ts ct His cre- 1 


„ | Fs 8 tion, 


55 abe "fr, 1911, 


wal 22 Hit 07 ' his creature. 


ation, and ſtrike © the mind more forcibly, 


when his works are Fair, and in their 
ginal rectitude, than when they are di- 


And beſic 
1 55 leſs occaſion to He, minds, in- 
clin'd either from igu Orance, or preſin 

On, or corruption Kea locale 
to ſuch, I "= leſs 
the Authsr 9 nature, and inſult is Mur 


Ax b as the Lonour of 


b Ft 'd and monſt 91's. I ney 


"2 
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cchtion to 1 eras 


” bn in the brighteſt View in the ROT 
tarity and Bras 
eſt extern Mal and viſible gyery of Cod, 

ſidered as a CGoverndiur - 

and »bedience 
Fo: - they declare by this condudt,. 
they think his late quit table, and his FO 
0 > rmanificer t ande gencrous; 
chea ful diſcharge of the ir dure; vey give 
the won 1d 1 proof, that the; ey conceive of his 
5 ant he; ts not 48 4 uſurpatio II, 


ar iles from the 


founded in yy and exercis' d and lup- 
19 nd 59 Sr. 2 * a ” 


ported by wes he 
ſe to Cont, Te m to "the 6 etc: 


1 Ge, * who re 1 


: law ind rule on right, p. 55 


T O ppote the: 1 | Pren NC Rx! er of Heaven ang 
| 5 P in ES 3 ** irt h | 


77 {= NE, | 


hey V. 


. . „ 4 e 
the Cretu, id le- 


ity 91 hiis works: {© thc hich- | 
con- 


of his ſubjccte. 
Bo Lat 


IN cl, by 7 


but ad 2 na- 
tural and righttal tie, and of his government. 


„ aTront 29 . 
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The glory f God promited by ths 


1. carth, and do all that is in their power to 
ROT YE him mean and contemptible. 


1 E CON DL, We ate inſtrumental in ad- | 


vancing the g/ory of God, in proportion as 


we advance the Happine/s of the rational 


and moral World. For the End of the 
- Creator, in giving being, was to commu- 
nicate 2, Tofpineſs ; ; and if he had originally 


intended, and abſolutely determin'd, that 


his reaſonable creatures ſhould be ra- 

Ye upon the whole, this mult ha ave de- 

ſtroyed the ſoundation of that eſtzem, and 

of thoſe elevated conceptions of him, which 

the wife ard good have ever entertain d = 
And it the deen to communicate happi- . 
neſs was. ſublime and generous in itſelf | 
and upon that account highly honourable to 
the Deity, it neceſſarily follows, that his 


8 Ch -y muſt ſhine with a anion luſtre _ 
in the /ucceſs of it. . 


From what has been ſaid it appears, that 2 
the whole ſubitance of the duty recom _ 


mended in the text may be reduc'd to this - 


„That we honour God, obey his laws, 5 
and be examples of ſtrict and univerſal 


* virtue ourſek es; and endeavour to profo- 
"gt a right kno wedge of him, a juft ien 
N of 


moral reclitude of his creatures. 


of his providence, a devout and reve- SRM. 


« rent eſteem of his excellencies, and an ar- 

dent deſire to imitate them.” * we take 
care, in the general courſe of our actions, 

to do nothing inconſiſtent with this; if it be 


cur fix'd and ultimate aim, and the princi- 


5 ple chat regulates and directs our cond: Ct ; 


we ſully comply with the . J 1 5 
tation, and may be properly ſaid, 2225 


— ever we dn, to do it 70 lle 88 . God. 
I now procced, 
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IN 


In the srcoOND lacs, to point out 


briefly ſome falſe notions relating to the. 


R Gli of God, and the Methods of pro- = 


: moting it, which, Sf ap prehend, Will be 


| frand in reality to ſtain and eclipſe his 


Honour, and co have been of valt dif- 
ſervice to Religion. 


Axpo the FIRST error, lich is di- 85 


rectly ſuggeſted by the foregoir 9 Diſe ourſe, 


18 this, the making the Gor: V of God an 


1 End diftindt i rom the Perfection a and Ti- N 


: fineſs of Mankind; whereas they ought 5 


to be con ider d a8 intimately and 22 


5 parably united. For to advance 71 wh and 
. 5 18 the end that the Creator 
ad 1 in view, and 10 which he has edapt- 


1 Mu 
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The Gloy of Cod promoted by the 


ed the confiimtion and fac altics of Human 

Nature: ih N15. 15 lichte the ultimate de. 
fign of his Lows and Gores ment, And 
can WC GO bits greater los than by 


anſwering t the pur poſes both of INeture, 
and Frovigence * It has been already RY 5 
ler v cd, that to ſuppoſe th at he himtelf 1n- ED 


$0 5 N that t his rea onable creatures ſhouls 


for De en fan 4 N A1 1G ini, "rok, Es e 11 oft Odi. | 


dus reflection that can poſſil- , be throwa 
on his hk ity and Goodneſs : W e cannot = 
therefore o effectually exalt the Ghy * 


both FRO FOR as bv a regular put fait 
of V. tile and Haffineſs. 5 EE 
ai, the bulk of the w. -orld a are io 


pt to forin their notions of God from | 
hat chey fee! in themſelves; from their 
0 own pair 25, and þi CIudices, and miſtake Le 
des of betteln : And whatever it be. — 
That, for its grandeur or exccilence, is the : 


chicf object of their e they 5 
chink they do! him Hincur by making it A ; 


Pat of his charact or Ts, for ex- 
ample, it any arc natural y imperious, and 


axle del. rous CL Popularity; ; © they 


treat their inte riors and dependents like 
Haves, an; 4 expect to have heir favour 


pur- 


moral rectitude of his creatures. 
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purchas' d by cringing and flattery ; ſuch 87 x 01. 


| Perſons as theſe, miſled and blinded by their 
paäaſſions, will be apt to imagine, that the 
great God likewiſe is highly honour'd by 
nag niſicent Temples, ſippliaus poſtures, 


{awning ſubmiſſions, and a ſervile dread 


of his Omnipotence: Whereas, in truth, 


by repreſenting him as being pleas d with 


IX. 


NI 


a uſeleſs exterior pomp, and with thoſe | 


monuments of Pride and Tyranmy which 


can only paſs, among the inconſiderate or 
the vain, for marks of juſt and ſubſtantial 


* i ee — They diſparage and reproach his 


Wiſdom, and aſcribe to him what is a 


15 eakneſs and a Blemiſh even in the Hu- 
man Nature. There arc ſev eral other 0 
very g groſs and dangerous errors, thut have 
f ſprung from the {: ame ſource : 01 which | 
Tihall only add one more inſtan ce. Who- 


ever has made juſt obſervations on Man- 
bind muſt be convinced, that the m. 1 5 5 


in all degre 0 of He, - are fond of Ie, 
of arlitrary Ride; andexeriife the mea- 
ſure of power, which they are poile(s'd 
of, with ſeverity and gol. And from 
hence we are enabled to glwe a naa 
account. why the Glory of God, his chief 
„ Fo. „„ © 


Te glory of God promoted by ihe 


and iupreme Glory, has been made tc 


cConſiſt in Dominion, and Sovereignty ; - and 
why his actions have been excmpted frony 


Gn Yoneral rules of Er1ry and Gocd- 


: eſs,” WiC are an charm ſtandard of 


right conduct to all intelligent Beings 


without | exception. : But to ſhew that 5 
this cannot be a point of true Glory, it 
will be ſufficient for me to remark, tha; JE 


it. the Rules above- mentioned are no! 


firifily and invariably adher'd to, to be: 


dyerreſgn c an poſlibly tgnify nothing d. 
5 than to be a 7. rant. 


AXOTUHER way, which ſome 1 


Fl thoughtn eceflury t advance the Ghry of the 


| Pei ity is, to n epreſeit the Iature of Man as 


101 My depraced and enfechlid; and to aſcribe 


55 whole of his Corverficn from a courſe oi 


Lies 6 hich is perverſcly itile ed his Natura! 


Hare) and of his pr res in truc Kch- 


% and Vutue, to a . vine unco. Htrou]. ; 


| le influence----But by thi: 8 Scheme the 
bo fr dom and 2 al r of Tfoman 9 Te Ns. 99 
are deſtroy d; the ns 0 the moſt Obili- 


nate and har den' 4 of tenders (who are un- 
«ble of tw mclves 0 correct their crrors, ; 


7 and are deny d: tlie ner cllary e 


1s! 12 12 


moral refitude of his creatures. 


aſſiſtance) are excuſed ; the Piety of good S R NM. 


men loſes all its dope of a Reward; the 


general exbortations of the Goſpel to re- 
pent, and turn from our evil ways, and 
its promiſes and threatnings, propoſed as 


21 or 


— #. 


Ix. 


Sn 


 Motrves to uch a reformation, are ren- 


der'd impertincnit and trifing; and with 
all theſc harth conſequences, even the 


Grace of God is not more exalted and 


glorified, than 1 it is by the contrary ſchenie. 
For, ſurely, it muſt redound as nuch to 
the Honour of his Goodnojs, if the im- 

. portant buſineſs of Relivion be perform "EE 


by the ſtrength of watural facultics, which 


„ originally deriv'd from him; as it can 
do to ſuppoſe, that all Mankind are blind 
OF unactive 2 determin' d and con- 
 ftrain'd to be Re ligious by bis immediate. 


and irreſiſtible pul: 


"FT: has been thought by others, that 
it ges 1 moſt ohorices idca of the Divine 
On! 2 nice, to extend. it to plain a and 


direct Contr adiciions - _ - W here: is whatever 


= implies a Contr: didiion 1s not C -1pable of - 
Lon. veal exiflence, and conſequently cannot be 
- he. ſubject of Pmoer : And it is ; neither. 
4!) ont to | Omnip, tence to aller t, that it 
85 | TY 


r 


— — 


— 


— —_— Y . Reon Irigy 4h ll ETSY. oo od oo oo 
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IX. 


The glory of God promoted by the 


Se k M. is not able to effect what is impoſſible to be 


done nor a diminution of perfect Know- 


AP 1 that it does not comprehend what | 15 


 Tmpoſible to be known 


IT would be tedious to enumerate all 


the abſurd opinions that properly be- 
long to this head, and therefore J ſhall 
mention but one in ſtance more; _ | 
which nothing ſhe s 0006 ſtrongly 
prodigions depravite f ſentiment, En 
may pre evail among Mankind. What I: 


intend is this, — it has been 
8 ea to he a proper way of promoting 


the Glory ot God, to rack and torture 


Conſcience, and maintain the cau ſe of 


5 Religion by } tole CO and: F 1 Porjecut ich. This 


may be --- the glory of a Jyrant --- the 
glory of. * blo od-hirity Impuifitur --- che 
glory of that % Zia nt Spirit, who i 


ſliled the Temptor and Accultr of the Ree. 
tr. YON, === But to imagine, that a Dein. U or 


eternul Juſtice and \ „lercy can ſufler his 
Authoruy to be lo 111. amouſly proflituted, 


as to. give A ſanction to Cruelty and Op- 2 


Is pref hon, . rether a W Or ic reproach to him 
Han to amy his ea it oe: For it 1s ſurely 5 


better 


moral rectitude of his creatures. 
| better nt to be, than to be a Monfier ; 
dreaded and deteſted by all. 


LET us, my Brethren, learn, avoiding 85 


thoſe groſs errors into which others have un- 


happily fallen, to give unto the Lord the glory 5 


| due unio his name, and let us .. ip him 


in the beauty of holineſs. Let us 8 care.” 
that neither by abſurd Pr inciples, nor by au 


irregular behaviour, we diſgrace Religion, 
a bring diſhonourable refletions on the 
Author of it. Let us ſecioully endeav our, 
in our ſeveral Stations, and according to 


ee reſpective Abilities, to advance the 
Kingdom of God among Men; the King- 
dom of Peace, Benet olence, and Puruy, 

- the. Empire of Reaſyn over Appetite, N 

: Truth over Ignorance > and Error, Thus 
hall we have one View, and be animated 
by the ſame Shir it, with the moſt exaited 
of our Species, t the Sain ts in He: wen ; who 
Are repreſented as adoring God, and thus 
BY ed their Devotion: Theu art Wor- Re 


„0 La. 4, 1 rece e Glory, and 2 


, and Por der: For thou aſt created 15 
7 thing and fer thy pleaſure they are, 
May the God of 

eters be und wal ee and 
55 | | | ccle- : 


ht id Were Cre ated, = 


SPRM, 
IX 


CLIT REF: _ 


Rev. iv EY, 


De glory of God promoted, Kc. 


8 ER M. celebrated, and the Religion of Nature 

IX. rightly underſtood ; and for the more 

perfect Salvation of Mankind from Dark 
neſs and Superftition, and the Slavery of 
Vice, may Chriftiamty ſpread its Light 
and reforming Influences throughout the = 
World: That at the name of Feſus every 

Enee may bow, and every tongue confeſs 

him to be Lord, 10 = * ＋ pl the. 5 
: Father. oe 


SERMON X. 
ee e EN abe 


The . 1 imitating popular 


and faſhionable vices. 


Exod. xxiii, 2. 


m "ſhale not follnw a multitude | 


t” do evil. 


Pl 2. 11 E Infioite Ge hh SE R N. . 
fea planted, in all Mankind, Ss ©. - 

ſtrong inclination to Society. * 

He hath alſo endued them 

OO, with /ocial Principles, with 

| fetions of Benevolence and Compaſſion, 5 


t ſweeten and improve. Human Life, 53 
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SER NM. 
X. 


De 2 7 imitating 


and excite to a conſtant intercourſe 0 


X. good Offices. And for this we are highly 
V indebted to the wiſe Contriver and Autor 
of the Human frame; thus far all is beau- 


tiful, and calculated to ſerve moſt valua- 7 


ble Purpoſes. But the unhappineſs lies 
bere, that the natural inclination to So- 


ciety is too commonly perverted and 
abuſed It begets, firſt, a general Simi- 
litude of Opinions and Manners, and, by - - 
deegrees, a Conformity to vicious Cuſtoms | 1 
and Manners: And thus it becomes the 
Inſtrument of degrading and corrupting. 1 5 
our Nature, which it was deſigned „ 
clevate and refine. And as this is an error | 
of ſo fatal a tendency, there was good 
reaſon for that particular Caution againſt = 
it which we find in the text, — Thow 
ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil. 1a 


1 ſider, 


the ein Diſcourſe 1 poets to Con- 0 


is Is the FIRST place. the — r . 
that there is, when Vice is prevailing and — 


Piuopular, that Men will fall in with the 


= common Degeneracy. 


Seen r, 


popular and 22 . vices. 


ny - 


\ SECONDLY, I ſhall ſhew the inexcuſe- SERM. 


able Folly of this conduct, and that there 


X. 


can be no plauſible Pretence either of — 


Reaſon or Intereſt, for imitating the ſinful 
_ Cuſtoms of the Age in which we live. On . 


i the contrary, 1 ſhall endeavour to prove, 


 TrikDLY, That we are under the 


firongedt Obligations to be 1 ngularly and 


i Inflexibly virtuous, in times of univerſal _ 


Depravity; and demonſtrate the peculiar 
Honour and Oy of ſuch a Cha- 


Fi RST, 1 am to er che great Dan- | 


3 5 ger that there is, when Vice is prevailing 5 


= and popular, that Men will fall in with the 


common Degeneracy. This is evidently 


implied in the text; which neceſſarily To. 


. ſuppoſes, as the rn of the Com- 


mand or Exhortation therein given, ae 


the generality are too apt to conform to 
dhe genius and manners of thoſe with 
whom they converſe, and to be carry'd 


away by! che ſtream into all faſtignable . 
ceeſſes. And the cauſes of it are not con- 


8 neither are they the peculiari- 5 


ties of Air and Care, or an ow 


. , 5 — 3 
1 Ad 8 
2 — 
— — —— — — „ 
* k . 
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The foll y if imitating 


Se R M. pliable diſpoſition in particular countries ; 
A. 


but having ever been ignorance and pre- 
5 judice, falſe ſhame, weakneſs of reſolution, 


0 and ſtrength of paſſion, their influence is 


more likely to be univerſal, and much the 
ſame in all ages; till Serious reflection — 
comes more common, and better prin- 5 
ciples of conduct prevail. „ 1 
Tur force of Cuſtom is, ſelf, prodi- — 
: gious and unaccountable. The bulk * 
Mankind are quite en eflaved by it. They 
have little elſe to plead for moſt of their 
_ opinions, and the uſages by which nations 
are diſtinguiſh” d from each other. They 
imbibe the ſentiments, which it recom- 5 
; mends, with an implicit awe and vene- 
ration. Much more regard is paid to it 
than to the dictates of right reaſon, which 
are but little known; and where they 


3 might be better underſtood, are ſeldom 1 


cConſulted. The moſt ridiculous notions 
and practices, that can plead antient pre- 
ſcription, and publick countenance, have 
frequently a reſpect paid to them, and are 
treated with tenderneſs, even by perſons 
A higher Character and Diſcernment; but 
35 they ay are © almoſt a2 5 by che V. Agar, and : 


_ TA 


popular ond faſhionable Dices. 


; propagated with ſarprizing zcal and vehe- 
mence. Nay it is cuſtom, that hes fram'd 
and eſtabliſh'd, in a great c meaſure. - de fe- | 
veral Religions in the World. It i is no 
wonder then, fince Men appear to be o 
indolent, and inclined to ſubmit to and 


follow the publick leading unpioitely, that 
Cuſtom is apprehended to give a fort of 


ſanction to vice itſelf; and binders them 


from diſcerning, in a clear and ſtrong 


5 light, its native ba/eneſs and de eformity. 


WI may add to this, that even fragrant 


; corruptions and inſtances of licentious be- 


155 haviour, when they are general, of con- 
= ſequence grow more familiar, and do not 
raiſe fo ſenſe ible a diſguſt and averſion, as 


they would do if they were more 2470 al; 
unleſs the Mind be habitually and pow- 


erſully impreſod by ſentiments of Virtue 
and Religion. Our ſenſe of things ! in the 
moral World is very much the ſame, as it 

is with reſpect to the nat el. If Pro- 
_ digies, and irreguler EX mapa es in Na- 
ture, were more common, Wein 2ald con- 
19 verſe with them with much leis aſtoniſh- 5 
ment and reluctance. 80 lik ewiſc ex- 


; . of Sg ft: ike with le hor- 
ne „F Tor. 
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5 "oY xy were invented by the ſubtilty and = 


The folly of imitating 


SE ras, Tor when they are abounding, and appear 


2 


in every ſtation of Life, than they would 


do in an innocent and regular age, in which 


they were rare and unfrequent. Nay, in 


ſuch a ſtate of Corruption as this, Men who 
are inclined to the ſame kind of irregular 


practices, Will eaſily perſuade themſclves, 5 


that what is ſo univerſal cannot be in any 
bigb degree Criminal; that the appro- 
= bation and choice of the Majority is a 
ſtrong preſumption in its favour; a Pe. 
ſumption at leaſt, that there is more 

prejudice than argument againſt it; and 
_ that thereſtraints Lid on the Pallions, and 

the Notions ſo rigidly inculcated concern- 


ing the difference between Good and 


craft of Politicians and Prieſts, and are 


© ſupported by Enthufiaſmm.— And when 
8 are gone thus far, the tranſition 3 
natural and direct to all manner of-- 
be dneis and impurity. + 


CIT VERAL other Conſiderations may be 


ſuggeſted, to ſhew the eminent danger at 
chere is, when Vice is preveiling and 

Popular, that will ſpread like an J. fe? on, 

: and become n more and more Tide cal. — 


'r 


popular 40 faſhionable vice. 2 27 


1 In this unhappy circumſtance, Opportu- SE R 
Aities for the practice of it muſt of courſe X. 
de more common, and Temptations 6 
more violent and engaging ; opportunities 
more convenient for thoſe who are already 
|  torrupted, | and temptations more likely. 
to furpriſe and e rare the InnDcent, == 
It will be infinuated to the looſe ima- 
gination, that has entertain'd itſelf with 
* proſpect of high delight from vicious 
Indulgences, and is thereby become Safe 
 reptible of ſtronger ill impreſſions -- that 
the Malignity and Guilt of evil actions is 
 teſſen'd by its being divided, and ſpread 
among a Mullitude: As if inſtead of be- 
ing, each, an intelligent moral accoun- 
table agent, the a corrupt maſs "" 
Mankind was to be confidered as owe 
15 individual, of which every. diſtinct Gl 
fender is only a part. It will be ſag- - 
geſted farther that the infamy of an im- 
moral courſe is in a great degree avoided 
dy its being univerſal ; becauſe as larger 
numbers are ſharers in the reproach, leſs 
Pk it will of confequence be fixed on par- 
3 ficular characters -- that, on the con- 
frary, the main | Scandal lies on the ſide of 
VA Eh LY i Virtue, 


228 The fall of imitating | 
SE RM. Virtue, which ought to be 3 
1 X. to eſcape the opprobrious ſtain of a nar- 
cow education, unfaſhionable ſtiffneſs of 
behaviour, a ſullen gloomy reſerve, and i 
the like and that flattering, and bearing 
aà part in, the Vices of the Great tends. 
to procure their countenance and pro= 4 
| tection, and may be attended with « con- 
: fiderable advantages. 
ier, AS 0 wicked Life can only 
_ 1 - be ſupported by falſe principles, and one 
e! [ſe principle prepares the way for 2 train 
of abſurd reaſoning-— Some may be ſo ex- 
- travagant in their preſumptions as to ima: 
gine, that though the ſupreme Governoutrt 
of the World, to prevent the Contagion 
from ſpreading farther, might puniſh im- 
_ morality if there were only a few in- 
Fn ſtances of it; yet he is too merciful to 
[treat it with this ſeverity when it is be- 
„ general, becauſe ſuch a method of 
proceeding muſt make ſo great a part of 
bhais rational Creatures miſerable, whoſe = 
5 bappineſi was the end of their Formation. ET 
I have choſe to point out minutely the 
ſeveral ways of impoſing upon themſelves, be] 
3 * which men LIP: be . to join "I 
C Fubblick 3 


—— ———ꝛ 
2% 2 ” _ 
= 


popular and faſtimable VICES. 


229 
Es public Vices, becauſe theſe are the ſource Sx R N. 
from whence all their Danger ſprings: And MA. 


| they do indeed directly tend to a total de- 


= pravation of Princi ples and Condutt.. I 
T _ proceed to ſhew, 


- $zconvLy, The inexcuſable Fully "7 
2 imitating the ſinful cuſtoms of the age in 
VPhich we live And, FirsT, The very 
foundation, which ſuch mean-ſpirited Sin- 
ners ſet out upon, is extremely wrong, 

N VIS. the opinion of the Multitude, which 
>=" W.ne of the moſt erroneous, inconſiſt- 
. ent, and variable Rules we can poſſibly 
ES proceed by. Upon this foundation, it was 
hardly ever known, that a rational ſuper- 
ſtructure could be fram d either in Specu- 
. ation or Practice, either in Religion or 


T civil Life. For of the generality of Man- 5 


5 kind it may be truly ſaid, that cor: ifujed 
and wnconnedted. notions pick'd up by 5 

5 chance, and rivetted in them by prepoſ- „„ 
ſeſſion and a reſolute inattention to better 

| evidence, are in general, and beſides mere 
animal perceptions, the ſum of their know- 


705 ledge ; and n e blind Pr * 4 


— —ů— 2 — * F 
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The fall Ly of imitating 


Ss RM. with a mixture of ſtrong Paſſions, are 


* 


the governing principles of their actions. : 
I witr not diſpute, but they are endued 


5 » the great Creator with natural capacities, 
ftted for acquiring more ſolid and exten. 
_ thve knowledge and, perhaps in ſome in- 
ſtances, for meking equa improvements. ; 
if they had a ſuitable education and pro- 
2 advantages, with many who are no- 
dilinguiſn'd {bccauſe they go in a track _ 
RTE wherein they are but feldom follow” d) or 
5 ſuperior abilities. But what appears to be 7 
the real ſtate of things! in oar own times; 
or, as far as we have the light of hiſtory to 
direct us, in all former ages ?..-The matter 


of bt is undeniable, that the multitude 


have ever ben perſons of very ſcanty and 
ſuperficial reflection, indebted almoſt en- 
tirely to the God of Nature aud Grace, 
5 for the little Knowledge they have had ot 
Religion and Morality; M0 which they 
| would ſcarce have retained auy idea at all, 
ER if the principles of both had not been „ 
ginally umpreſs'd. upon their minds, ang 
afierwards revi d by an extraordinary Re- 5 
velation. And what the light of Reve- 
lation has reftor'd, | in aal nations which 9 


are 


| popular and bie vices. 


* 


are favour'd with it, inſtead of iucreaſs Ng, SER NM. 


8 " "ay have rather ebliterated and extinguiſo d 
„ their indolence and ſenſuality.--If there- © 


fore we ſet up the general opinion as the 


meaſure of 7ruth, or the general practice 

as tlic ſtandard. of right, we are likely to 
lloſe both our Knowledge and Morality, 
and to have little elſe in the place of them 
but ignorance and ſuperſtition, And it 
las held true in almoſt every age, that none 
e -« reaſoned juſtly— who did not depart 


: from the ſentiments of the vulvar 1 in many 


things, and oppoſe their prejudices; nor 


 aftcd a wiſe and honourable part, becom-. 


gion ſo far as they were led by the pre- 


dominant taſte and byaſs of the Timss: Nay 
22s farther, one of the ſureſt ways that could 


ing the dignity of their nature, and the 
obli igations of Virtue and rational Reli- 


be tal den both to think and act wrong has 

been, implicitely to follow their gu? 7 

the extravagance of their principles, and-- . 
the licentionſaeſs of their behaviour. And 
how indecd can it be expected to be other- -_ 


Vile at any time, if we reſign ourſelves to 


the diredlion of thoſe who ſeldom think ; : 
and , vhoſe opinions are <6 accidental, un- 


* „ 4 65 0. 
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De folly of imitating 


8 E RM. fix 4, and mutable, that it is impoſſible to 
© 


reduce them to a conſi/tent ſcheme. 
Bur per aps it will be ſaid by ſuch that 8 
ate involv'd in pub/ick vices, and who follow = 
the looſe manaersof the age, that indeed they 
F look _ the bulk of M. nkind a as ha: dy 


ſequer- ty, as re anke 4 to 1 epinions | 


and preferibe Rwutes for others, and there- 
fore think it a difgrace to them to have it 


imagin'd, that they ſubmit to their Jad. 


ment, or regard their examfle.---No, The 
: perſons whom they allow to lead are ſuch 
only, as are of diſtinguiſh'd characters; 
who, by virtue of their hich rank and | 

Ubere 1] education, muſt hve acquired ex- 

1 tenſtve views, and 2 more reſuu d ſenſe of 
things; and are therefore the belt | judges of 
true worth elegance and decency of behavi- 

dur, and beſt able to determine and 8 = 

the publick condlactł. But how does it appear, 
thatevea zhyſeare qualify d to be our giden, 
to whoſe deciſion we may honourably fub- 
mit, and Ry follow the cuſtoms which 
they introduce ?---Bcſides the dariety and - ; 
| inconſ\ſiency of their principle s and purſuits, 
not only in different ages and | in parts of - 


* 


= hs 


popular and 22 vices. 
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the World far remote from each other, but 8 E RM. 
in the ſame age and country; beſides this, 
I fay, which evidently demonſtrates, that 
their ſentiments and manners are no it rule 
do govern ourſelves by, any more than thoſe = 
of the mere vulgar; beſides that this fame 
3 variety and e e proves that they are 
erroneous guides, ſince it is impoſſible for 
truth to contradict itſelf --- What ground 
have we to imagine, that theſe are the per- 
ſons moſt likely to find out truth, and 1 
judge with the greateſt exactneſs and! impar- 


- 


| 


tiality concerning the - principles of Virtue _ 


and Religion? Educated, as it may fairly 
be preſum d the ey often are, without that 
fri diſcipline, which is neceſſary to tech 
the true government of the paſſions, ſurroun- 
: ded with Pomp and Luxury, and engaged in 
a continual round of Vanity and Pleaſure, 
uhich dazzle the underſtanding, and divert 
the attention from ſubjects of higher im- 
portance? Where thoughtleſſneſs and evity 
of temper very much abound, where the 
ſpirits are gay, and the appetites inflan'd, 
| Where frequent incentives to exceſs preſent : 
themſelves, the examples of it are nume- 
: rous, and the reftraints from i it few and in- 


conſi- 8 
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The folly of imitating 


8ER M. conſiderable ; it may with the utmoſt mo- 


. 


deſty and decency be affirm' d, that we have 
very little ground to expect either much 

juſtneſs of ſentiment about the right con- 
duct of life, or ſuch a rational and well. 
order'd bebawour, as deſerves our imitation. 


I $HALL add but one thing more to : 


| ſhew the great abſurdity of copying after 
the example of the Multitude, whether in 
 bigh or mw itations, and that i is, that while 


1 their predice is on the ſide of Vice, 
their adg ment and ſober refledtions are com- 


monly in favour of Virtue. This proves, 
indecd, not only that they are unſafe guides, 
but ſuch as no Man can follow ; ese - 

1 he rannat imitate without, at hs ſame 5 


time, of po/ing them. And which ſhail we 


| be | ſway d and influenced by, their reaſon, ; 
Ir the Viet mticuſneſs of their behaviour? If 


by their reefon, we can pay no regard to 


mdeir example; and if we follow their evil , 


ere . we muſt condemn 2 
nrſelves, re 


Lx * us ſuppoſe owe ver, - that the Mal- hs 
titude are not only more capable of judg- 


Kg trulv, but more likely to be gcνõmZ 


hl the right, than exprrience teaches us they 


are, ; 


3 a faſbienabl VICeS.. 
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are, the folly of joining in their evil prac- Sx RM, 


tices will till continue to be as great as ever; 

| becauſe the moſt prevarling, nay, the uni- © 

_ ver/al opinion of Mankind cannot ſet afide 

the immutable difference of Good and 

| Evil. The infamy therefore of a courſe of 

| fin in each particular inſtance, muit be 

exactly the fame in 11 If and to the view 
of reaſon, be it ever ſo common, as it would 

| be if there was but one ſingle example of = 

WW + Though as there are many objefts to 

: divide our attention, it may not appear 

| prblickly in ſo ſtrong. and glaring a light. 

Nor can the evil conſequences of vice be, 
upon the whole, diminifh'd, by its being 

- wicely diffus'd and communicated. Foe 
it is ſelf-evident, that the natural ill effect OY 
which ſpring direttly from it as a tree 

from its root, cannot be prever: red, 1 15 
out alterins the eſtabliſh' 4 conſtitution and 
ſcheme of things. And ther re can be no 

| reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the rig gbteous judge „ 

f Wan will ſhew the leafs favour to 

5 prevail ing and general wickedneſe, bec: auſe " 

the Maultitude of finuers that axe to be 
puniſb : Since nothing can be more ab- 

; ald than to imagiae, that the very aun 

© To 4 ” a 


X. 3 


—ů — 


We folly of imitating 
M. ber of the offenders, which calls moſt 


| loudly for the interpoſition of juſtice to 
give an effectual check to the inſolence and 

triumphs of Vice, ſhould be the ground of 2 
their /mpunity ; to the entire ſubverſion of 
all order in the moral World, and laying 
in Mens way an irreſiſtible temptation, for 
their own ſecurity, to edle and fancy : 


each other. 


Bur I believe, flee all, that the true 
motive which induces ſo many to ſhare in 
popular and fa oſbionable Vices is not, that 
: they have a real cſteem of the generality 7 
in either of the characters above-mentioned, 
or any Reverence for their opinions and 
cuſtoms; but chiefly that they may avoid 
their Zenſures. They frequently | expreſs z 
the utmoſt | Contempt of the Multitude, . 
5 while they imitate their extravagancies 1 
but the fear of reproach, anda view to pri- 
vate intereſt, over-ruling the judgment of 
| their Minds, and being too ſtrong for their 
ſenſe of generofs ity, prevail with them to 
| follow the manners of thoſe whom they 
Aleſpuſe. But what is the ſhame of zpo- 
 liteneſs, which is only imaginary, to the 
: Foul onion. of Cry debaſed my * 
5 tional . 


PE -ůͥů 


1 


83 2 . 


| popular and faſbimatle VICES. 


tional faculties, and eclips'd their native ex- 88 FE RM. 
cellence? What are the Reproaches of the 
inconſiderate, ill-judging, giddy Multitude, es 
or the ſcoffs and deriſions of ſinners of ks 
| any rank who are loſt to virtue and! inge- 
muity of mind, to the ſharp rebukes of an 
awaken d conſcience cauſing confuſion and 
| tumult within us; to the diſpleaſure of 
| Almighty God, whoſe awful judgment will 
| abſolutcly determine our happineſs or 
| miſery; and to the contempt of all the 
rational and ſober Beings in the Univerſe? 
Or what are the little Precarious advantages, 
| that may ariſe from vicious compliances, 
| that they ſhould be thought ſufficient to 
* compenſate for the loſs of immortal happi- ED 
| neſs, and the future terrors and miſeries of 
| guilt ?---A Man may caſily bear up under 
unde ſerved infamy, who has reaſon to be 
| fatisfy'd with himſelf, and approves. of his 
conduct as worthy and honourable ; but if 5 
8 he is vile and deſpicable in his own eyes, 
worldly glory will loſe its luſtre, and the 
: applauſes of his wicked aſſociates muſt be 
harſh and ungrateful. Again, when he is 
ſure of the favor of the Maker and Gover- 
B nour of the World, he may ſupport him- Ib 
ns N fit 


m — — 


23 


Sena. 
* A 


The folly of imitating 
ſelf by the proſpect of an ample reward 


. hereafter, under all the temporary incen. 
veniences to which he may be expos d by 
his integrity. But if in the moſt flouriſh- 


ing circumſtances his mind be reſtleſs and 


full of anxiety, tortur'd by remorſe on the 
account of paſt regularities, and by dif- 
mal apprehenfions of fature vengeance, he 

s then truly and ſubſtantially miſerable ; ana 
can have nothing: to afford him any? het but 
this poor con ort lf reflection that he 
was not ſmgular in his Vices; and, there- 


fore, as he had Sparers 1 in his gvilt, he ſhall 2 


„ alſo have Companions in his puniſhment, 


Turk is one thing more, which ex- | 
- ceedingly aggravates the crime mentioned 5 
in the text, and that is, that it is not only 
the height of ' folly, but the groſſeſt im- 
piety For no more heinous affront and | 
indignity can be offer d to the great God, 
than to ſubject his eternal and immutable 
: : laws of Righteouſneſs to the <wanſon ca- 
price, and extravagant conduct of Man- 
kind. Thus to treat his ſovereign power, 
and the wiſdom and Juftice of his Go- | 
vernment, with ſcorn and ignominy; and 
dhe roles of Virtue as 'E: ar bitr ary inſti- 


0 n cn, 


| fopular aid ſuſbionabl VICES. 
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tation, enjoin' d indeed by the ſupreme Se nt. 
| Majeſty of Heaven, but only to be ob- 
ſerwd when they fair with Human follies, © 
and do not oppoſe the prejudices and 
— floms of a degenerate World; this is a 
crime fo complicated, and abſolutely in- 
excuſable, as juſtly demands the ſevereſt 
tokens of the Divine diſpleaſure. No- 
thing now remains but to ſhew, 
Ix the THIR D place, the obligations 

ve are under to be fingularly and in- 

_ flexibly virtuous in times of general cor 

_ ruption and depravity ; together with the 
peculiar Honour and Excellency of fuck 
a character, I ſhall begin with the laſt 

ef theſe, -- It ſhews a mbleneſs and great- 

neſs of ſpirit, to be true to the dictates of 

_ reafon, conftant aud ſtcady to its wile and 

5 good Wilo, and to ſupport itſelf in 
maintaining the cauſe of God, the dig- ' 
nity of Hema: nature, and the intereſt pf -- 

all intelligent Beings, amidſt the greateſt 

i oouragements and diff culties ; Gepe 85 

5 groundleſs Reproac ches, and the virulence of 
malignant tongues, a and with calmneſs and . 
_ trenity diſcharging its duty in the midſt 

Rn clamour and e A Man of ſo 


| gene- 
Se 


X. 
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The folly of imitating 


S8 RN. generous a temper, whom neither ſrowyns, 


* 


nor flatteries, nor private intereſt can in- 


ah, hs "as to mean condeſcenſions, is not capo- 


ble of the baſeneſs of either ſacrificing his l 


Friends, or betraying his country : He is, 


in ſhort, a chaarcter of ineſtimable value i 5 
F ciety. Whereas it is a certain ſign A». 


abject flaviſh ſpirit capable of any villany, 
and which ought to be uſed with no degree 7 


of confidence where it is poflible that an 


1 8 advantage may be made by abuſing it, 
when a Man, for fear of the Reproaches ; 


: of thoſe oh are declared enemies to Vir- 
tue, and the ſhame of their ſpecies, con- 


ſents to bring upon himſelf Guilt and real 


5 Infamy i in ons World, and eternal ruin in 5 
1 the next. ES 


THwvs it appears, that as a af exlar View 5 


tue muſt of neceſſity ſtruggle with very 
great and unuſual 4, fficulties, it is upon 
that account the more meriterious and 
bonourable. It is this that raiſes the dig- 
nity and grandeur of a character, and: d. 
vances good Men into Heroes. For as 
the performing great actions, above the | 


ordinary trials of human courage, conſti- 5 


utes leroic valeur ; ſo the ſtanding it out 


wo "again =, 


Popular and faſhionable vice. 


AGAIN, Examples of a ſtrict and i in- 


flexible Goodneſs are in an eſpecial man- 
ner neceſſary, in a degencrate age, to 
check the torrent of Vice, which other- 
wiſe may ſprcad itſelf order, and bear 
don all before it: They may beamcans of 
reſtoring the moral IWorld to its primitive 
order and rcctitude, and are both the or- 
nament and ſupport of Society. Our Sa- 
vicur therefore in the ſame diſcourſe, in 
which he calls his Diſciples the light of 
 theIWorld, gives them this title likewiſe-- 
We falt of the earth; to denote. to us; 
that they were appointed by exemplary 
Piety, join'd with the influence and effi- 
cacy of their doctrine, to preſerve mankind 
from corruption. . 
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againſt a ſeries of difficulties, and being S R NMI. 
_ unmov'd by revilings and perſecutions, as it 
ſhevs an in 1 7 reſolution and ſtrength 
of mind---is heroic Virtue. 


X. 


Tux natural reflections, ariſing from 


what has been faid, are theſe. 


: "Fri RST, That for ſome of the ſame reaſons, Y 
TY fi which we ought not 70 follow a mul. 


£ ud to do vir, it muſt be Oe, ab- 


Vor. II. n=. ſurd 


The folly of imitating. 


ſurd to make them our Guides in the 
choice of our RELIGION : Perſons who, 
5 conſidering their inability to judge, are 
very unſit to decide in a controverſy f 
Ffachi importance; and who blindly receive 
whatever Religion is handed down to them 
| by their Fon en and are therefore ge- - 
nerally ſunk into the dregs of Kuren 
and Enth nſfraſm. Beſides, who are the 
Dultitnde ?--Are they the many Chriſtians? | 
or the more numerous Mahometans? or 
which is by far the greateſt majority of 
all--the Pagan World? If we exclude both 
- Heathens and Mahometans from the right 5 
of determining this great affair, and con- 
fine the giving judgment in it wholly to 
— Ge — then Popery is our Religion, 
__  eſtabliſhd beyond diſpute by the vote and 1 
mad zeal of the Multitude. Nor will it 
be of any ſervice to us, if we take the 
matter entirely from the cognizance of th 
Comer mon People, and refer it 7% other judges-- 5 
becauſe the. Mr Hitude of civil. Mogi- EH 
1 rates are on the ſide of Idolatry -- 1 
and the M ultitude of Priefts for ſaper- = 
ſtition, and impoſing on the Confciences _ 
ol Mankind. And to collect the greateſt 
: 3 number | 


_ — — — EE I 


— and e vices. 


. of the moſt capable and i prigbi Sr EM. 
Judges, if we are inclined to ſtand by 
their arbitration, is abſolutely impoſſible. "VY 

Nothing then remains, but that we 7 oofe 


Ver ourſelves | after impartial and ſerions 
examination: Which, as it is the wa ay 


that God has plainly pointed out to us in 
the very compoſition of our nature; ſo is 
it the only method that is ſuitable to Be- 
ings endued with Reaſon, and accountable 
- for their principles and behaviour. 
5 Srcoxprx, Let us beware of an ex- 
” a ve affectation of Popularity, which 
"0086 natural tendency to enſlave ws wo 
IS prevailing opinions and cuſtoms. To ſeck 
the 7ſt eſteem of our Fellow-creatures 
in all lawful ways, and, particula ily, by 
a condeſcending, gentle, obliging deport- 
ment, 1s doubtleſs very 8 able; 
5 becauſe it will render us more eaſy and 1 
comfortable in Society, and enlarge our 
influence and uſeſulneſs. But if we an- 5 
= xiouſiy p urſue this as an ultimate Point pa. 
which our main happineſs depends, we ; 
IH ſtand as it were on the edge of a precipice, 5 
| and are in imminent 3 of ſacrifcing 
our integrity out of a a ſervi te complaiſ; ance to 
| 5 F the 


X. 


244 The folly of imitating 
DER M. the humours of the Multitude, Nay I very 
X. much queſtion, whether it be even poſſible 
for any man to practiſe all the neceflary X 
arts of popularity with perfect exactneſs, 
and yet preſerve his Innocence. But ſure- 
ly it can't be worth our while, for ſuch a 
_ trifle, to forfeit this ineſtimable treaſure, 
which is our chief honour and ſecurity, 
For the eſteem of the Multitude generally 
ſprings from baſe and mercenary views; it 
is not the effect of Fudgment, but of Paſfion 
and Intereſt ; their Favour and Preju- 
dice are alike variable; and if we loox 5 
above the Vulgar, Men of high degree = 
are Vanity, as Men of-low degree are a lie: 8 
. Should we therefore depend on either as 
: the ſpring of our happineſs, we may, by . 
means of innumerable accidents beſides 
5 fickleneſs and mutability of temper, be 
: — dijaſpuinted' in all our expectations. But if, 
inſtead of courting with too much earneſt- 
neſs and affiduity fame and applauſe from 
l Men, we are principally ſollicitous to ſe-= _ 
cure that bonour which cometh from God = 
only, our proſpects are built on a ſure and 
3 ummoveable foundation. = Cs 


popular 4 faſbic abt + Dices. 
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To conclude ; We may learn, from Sr RM. 


this diſcourſe, how to diſtinguiſh right- | 
ly between a juſt and Jaudable, and an 


improper and criminal ſingularity. Ault - : 
what follows is the true ſtate of the 


X. 


caſe That to be ſmgular in Vice is the 
utmoſt point, which we can imagine, of 


: impiety and hardneſs of heart To be fi N- 


| gular in trifles is either childiſh affeRation, 


odr oddneſs of humour, or ſtiff conceited ob- 
N ſtinacy--But toventure toſtand up, as it were 


alone, for the laws of God, and the rectitude 


of his rational works, and reſcue Human 5 
nature, our country, and the age we live in, 
from the foul ſhame of being univerſally : 
ſtain' d with Vice and Diſhonour ; this cer- 
teainly argues the greateſt purity and 


ſtrength of reaſon, the moſt complete com- 


mand of Appetite and Paſſion, ſedateneſs Sd 


of thought, a generoſity : above temptations = 5 
to meanneſs, a reſolution not to be ſubdu'd | 2 
oo: intimidated, and, in ſhort, every ingre- 
dient that is neceſſary. to form a perfectly a- 


: miable and worthy character Let this then 


— be our deliberate and unalterable choice. 


ö . 


SERMON * 


Ebert 


The * and extent of Chri- 


han Morals, 


Part II. i iv. 8. 


Final ly, Brethren, e DHS things 


are true, whatſoever things are 


hack, whatſoever things are . 


whatſoever things « are pure, what- 


ſoever things are lovely, what- 


ever things are of good report; „ 
4 there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praiſe, think, on theſe f 


things.” 


; 2 HE whole of moral a re. 


T TT 2 ſults from one principle, and 
2 | 


; 78 that is, the natural and un- 


8 420 changeable: difference of things. ; 


This is the only reaſon, which 8 


we can | have, for Ep th a  diſtinRtion : 
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del 
XI. 


E fublimity and extent 


betwe en neceſſary and arbitrary laws; 
that the fi it enjoin certain actions which | 


are fit in themſelves; whereas the latter 
derive all their force from the mere autho- 
rity and will of a Superior, and are an- 
null'd, or alter'd, 47 pleaſure. ---- But it 
would be endleſs to lay down particular 
rules of morality, directly reſerr'd to 
every poſſible caſe that may happen in 
Human life; ſince the caſes themſelves 5 
are almoſt infinite, and continually vary- 
ing in ſome circumſtance or other: And = 
this muſt require ſuch innumerable vari- 
ations in the Rules likewiſe, as would ra- 


ther confound than aſſiſt the bulk of Man- 


5 kind. All cherefore that can be expected 


in the moſt improved and complete moral 

| Syſtem is this, that to ſupply the place of 
this va/ multiplicity of diſtinct and mi- 
nute directions, there be certain gener a: 
characters deſcribing the proper beha- 
viour and duty of Men; and that theſe 

. Characters have a clear and determinate 1 
8 meaning; - and are eaſy to be apply d to 0 
„ ticular caſes by a common capacity, 0 
render' d attentive, and preſerv d from cri- 


minal byaſſes, ys an honeſt and es I 


of Chriftian Mor * 
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diſpoſition. And, taken thus, the words S ERM. 


of St. Paul in the text will be found to be 
- eminently uſeſul. They not only ſuppoſe 
the unalterable difference of Good and 


XI. 


6 — 


Evil, and give us a noble and perfect ſum- 


: mary of the whole of Virtue and moral 


| Goodneſs; but the Marks therein propos d, 
to enable us to judge rightly in all cir- 


cumſtances, are obvious and infallible.— 
3 nally, Brethren,  whatſtever things are 
e, whatſoerve er thin gs are honeſt, what- 


fever things are juſt, whatſoever things i 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 


whatſoever things are of good report; ; Wo 
there be any Vi irtue, and if there be any 
£9 Praiſe, think on theſe things. The me- 


od of treating this ſubject, which J think 


Vill render it moſt inſtructive and profi- 


5 table, is 1 under the e heads. N 


F. IRST, I hall 4 that every e one of . 


LY branches, whatever things are true, Z . 
>  boneſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of 6 | 
fort, deſerve our conſtant and ſtrict regard 


” confider'd as general rules, and are always 8 
proper to influence and determine our 3 5 


conduct. 


: IM : 


2 50 . he fublimity and extent 


SPRM. Saen r I ſhall briefly point out the 

oy particular Virtues, that are more directiy ; 
* included in each of theſe rules. Add, 

IN the THIRD place, explain diſtin@ly pi 

5 "hs latter clauſe of the text: / there be any 

| Vi irtue, if there be any Praiſe, a or 

theſe things. 1 


x Bro with endeavouring to ſhew, 5 
chat every one of theſe branches--whatſoever 5 


: and of 'good report, deſerve our conftant and © 
are always proper to ce and deter- 


are true in this large ſenſe are meant thoſe 


habits, and t 


ners, which are agreeable to the ſtate and | 
N original diſpoſition of things 1 in Nature; 
- which are ſuitable to our own frame, = 


obne invariable ſtandard to which we are ob- 
1 lig d to conform, is only aſſerting i in other 1 


things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, 
. ſtrict regard, conſidered as general rules, and 
mine our conduct. By. the things which 


that courſe of life and man- 


the rank and character we ſuſtain in 9 
Univerſe, and to the relations we bear, and 
the various obligations we are under, to 

other Beings. Now to aſſert, that chis is 


5 words, that we are all bound to live and 5 
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att like ourſelves, and not like different S E R M. 
Beings from what we really are; and that 
Vue are bound to have exactly the ſame con- 
ſideration of our fellow- creatures, and to 
treat them i in the ſame manner. And the 
cContrary ſcheme ſuppoſes, that we are at 
full liberty, upon every ſtart of humour, 
- every impulſe of headitrong appetite, to 
_ violate the ſettled Order of the World; 
= and that monſtrous and unnatural charac- 
ters are equally to be approv'd, with thoſe | 
which are form'd on the ſtricteſt rules of 
truth and propriety : All which is directly 
| repugnant to the firſt and Plaineſt F 3 
f of reaſon, 


= 4 
UNA 


Fox no je If- evident 3 can be 


| more certain and undeniable than this--- 

That to contradict the Truth of things 1 in 

our Practice is preciſely the ſame abſurdity, . 

8 90 deny! it in peculation. Should a Ben- 
» actor, for inſtance, make profeſſions of 


etitude to one who had never ſervd him, 


5 but | wh om he himſelf had ſignally oblig d; 


there is no Man Who would not cn der 


£1 ner as actinga 7: diculbus, or an inſult- . 


part. If the perſon oblig” 4 therefore, : 


getting all the | UCs 0 of l gratitude, acts! 1 
5 | ſuch 
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ſuch a manner towards his benefactor, as 
if the latter had really receiv'd the obli- 
> gation; the impropriety of this behaviour 
muſt force us to conclude, either that he 
has quite loſt his ſenſes, or has no regard to 
; decency. Again, if a Man ſhould attempt _ 
to live as if he had no appetites, this would 
be cenſur'd by all as very wild and extra- 
vagant. But it muſt ſurely be as manifeſt 
= abſurdity, if he aſſumes the character 
olf an abandon' d ſenſuali if, and acts as if he 
was all appetite, a mere low animal com- 5 | 
„ poſition; and had no ſuch refin'd and ſupe- 
OY rior principle 1 in him as reaſon, and the 
power of reflection. The abſurdity in 
I both theſe inſtances ariſes from hence, that 
they are plain deviations from Nature ang 
„„ Truth ; i. e. from the true conſti itution, order, 
and de ofi efign of things upon the whole, conſi- 1 
ered in all their mutual and various refer- = 
eences, dependencies, and ſubordinations toeach 
bother. And let us but extend this reaſon-„ 
ing and apply it to every other caſe, there- 
by framing a uni verſal rule; and it will 
amount to neither more nor by 5 than what 
1 the Apo: has ee! in the text--- 
5 har. 
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: whatſrever thi ngs are true---thi nk on theſes 8 E R M. 


5 things. 


y D (2dly)-—- On whatſoever things are 


1 or as the original word ſignifies, 


„ 


— grave, decent, venerable : Not affected and ; 


Formal, nor moroſe and ſplenetick, nor re- 


cluſe and unſociable: For theſe are the - 
tural properties of ignorance and craft, of 5 
peeviſhneſs and diſcontent, of pride and 


enthuſiaſm; but ſuch a conduct as ſprings ; 
from ſerious reflection, as argues ſolidity of 


| judgment, and a calm and ſteady temper; _ 


and i is therefore decent, becauſe becoming N 


the importance and dignity of Human na- 
8 ture; and venerable, as it both tends to cr e 5 : 


ate, and deſerves reſpect. 


AnD that the purſuit of theſe Sls "Bo 


another general Rule, which claims our 


higheſt and ſtricteſt regard, cannot but be 
= univerſally acknowledg'd, as long as there 


are any moral facukics any ſentiments of 


| honour, any ſeeds of generoſity ſubſiſting in 


Mankind. For can it ever be eſteemd a mat- 
ter of perfect indifference, whether rational 


© Beings are ſedate and ſerious, or thought- : 


5 leſs, vain, and rrifling ; whether charac- Sh 
OS ters 
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tible and uſeleſs, by an improper beha- 
viour; and indeed whether Human Na- 
ture itſelf be honour'd by mainte g its 
original worth and excellence, © Lied 
5 ws diſgraced by mean and grov: ing jure 
ſuits, and an infamous ſubjection to vile 
and inordinate paſſions? W. how: has 
prevail d with himſelf to believe this m 6 
already be ſo wofully deprav' d, that it 2 


The ſublimity and extent 
ters are ſupported with a juſt decorum, or 
ſullied and debas d, and render'd contemp- 


impoſſible for him to fink lower than he is; 


” and almoſt equally impoſſible, ſince he has © 


no one ingenuous principle left within him, 
that he ſhould ever 77% higher, or be re- 
cover'd from this extreme and total de- : 


1 Seneracy. 


From $77 3 been 241 under the 


two foregoing heads it neceſſarily follows, 


| that it muſt be our indiſpenſable duty to 4 


55 ad! here conſtantly to al ſoover things are 


acceptation of the term, right _ fit in 
theme foes ;%and to whatſhc rer things. PR 


juſt, i. e. in the unreftrain'd. and general 


ſure, or which have a direct and certain 


5 den ne to eh cold ad d perf 7 our . : | ; 


* 
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in then; zſelves, becauſe they corre{:cnd with 8 ER M. 
the eſtabliſn'd ſcheme of the Univerſe, 
with truth, and all our ideas of natural 
order and harmony; ; and if the ſame 
: things are likewiſe pure, becauſe they pre- 
ſerve the comelineſs and honour of Human 
nature uncorrupted and unſullied: Every 
obligation that lies upon us to conform 

codur actions to the Truth of things muſt, 

of courſe, infer an equal degree of ob- 
ligation to right. action ; and 4 the 
ties, by which we are bond to preſerve 
the complexion of our minds and our - 
moral faculties fair and unſpotted, in or- 
der to behave with a decent gravity, and 
render human nature KN mutt alſo. 
be confider'd as þ many indiſioluble bonds 
of duty to cultivate univerſal purity of 

: diſpoſitions, affections, and manners. But 

it realiy diſparages and degrades ſober rca- 

ſoning to attempt to prove by „or mal = 
arguments, that it 76 viel for mankind, 
and all other moral agents, to do what is 

n itfelf right; and that innocence and 

an untainted fimplicity deterv'd to be 

by preferr'd to corruption x and diſor der. 


IT. 
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Ao if there are any things in them- 
ſelves lovely, it can admit of no poſſi- 
wy ble diſpute, whether they are the natu- 
ral and juſt objects of our Efteem ane 

Cboice. For to f ay of CharaRers---that 
they are lovely and that they deſerve out 
Love-is only expreſſing the 75 lf-jame idea 
by different terms: And to fay--that they 
deſerve our Love, and therefore ought to 
be delighted in--and that becauſe they ought | ; 
to be delighted in, they ſhould be diligenily 
e conſtantiy cultivated, and improv d-— 
This, again, is only laying down a plain 
principle, and aſſerting the neceſſary conſe- 
quences which reſult from it. When an- 7 
argument is reduced to this ſingle queſtion, 
whether it be ft for us to fy from thoſe 
things, that naturally inſpire an agreeable 
pleaſure, and purſue others, which natu- 
rally create dif guſt and averſion, 1. e. to 
5 hate what we ought to love, and bas what 


ES ought to hate ; or thus, whether Man, 


who is endu' d with reaſon, ſhould en > 9 
vour to make himſelF an amiable, or a ler- 
rid and deteſti ole creature---it may beleft 

to the very loweſt capacity to arbitrate, 
. and decide che controverſy. For it will as. . 
5 well 
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wall bear a diſpute --- whether War, Pe- SE RI. 
ſlilence, and Famine are not equally de- . 
ſircable with Peace, Health, and Plenty. Ar. d 
was there any Being formed with ſuch an 
5 original moral depravity, as to have no 
Senſe of amiable actions, but a ſtrong and 
cConſtant propenſi ty to the contrary, it wou'd 
without the leaſt heſitation be condemn' d 
as the moſt monſtrous Piece, that ever yet 
Z appear d among all the irregular and miſ-. 
ſhapen productions of Nature: And even 
the Atbeiſt bimſelf would be apt to lay 5 
hold of ſuch an 7nexplicable Prodigy, as 
an unanſwerable objection againſt the e. 
iſtence of a God, and a wiſe ſuperintend- 
S ing Providence. 


XI. 


FIN ALL x, This alſo i is a a right general : 


rule of Conduct — I botſoer er 1L7NgS are of 
5 good report --f think on theſe things. By which 
we are not to underſtand thoſe Actions, 
Which ſuit the taſte and genius ot the Coun- 8 
oy where we live, and are reverencd and 
admir d from the force of educatiem and 

habit, or becauſe they agree with opinions | 


and prejudices receiv'd from our Anceſtors; 


but ſuch Actions only as have wiverfally 
4 good r. port in all Nations, and among 
all Mankind, bowever a Yagreeing in their 


r- e 


pe = . 292 
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gentiments, and Cuſtoms, and Forms - : 


Religion. Whatever is of this kind, 
may fairly be prefum'd, has a ſolid . 


dation in the common frame of human 


Nature, and that the approbation 1 a 


ſprings from Reaſon, and not from the 
= ſtrength of Prepoſſe Mon. For no mere f 


irrational Prepoſſeſſion ever was ſo uni- 
verſal; there never appear d any one arbi- 


_ trary Rule, that was commended and ce- 


lebrated by all. When therefore Actions, | 


or moral Characters, are found to have 

the united tebimony of Mankind in their 

Dy favour, i it is altogether unnatural to aſcribe ; 
© Bhi agreement of Sentiment, and harmony 


of Applauſe, either to mere Chance, or 


Prejudice, which in every other caſe are in- 


finitely various; nor indeed can we pretend 


to account for it with any appearance of 


| Reaſon, unleſs it be by ſuppoſing the in- 


trinfick and immutable Excellence of the 


ttings themſelves, and that there is one 
= original and pee ry, which, wich 25 


; 5 | importance! to at F 70 all * 5 5 
is tnerefore the Light, the Voice, the Law py 
of God in his Creature, aud.  Subjed?, 5 


M an 
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; Man -— So that from hence we may Sr RM. 
collect the true intent and ſum of the 
Apoſtle's advice in the words which we 
are now conſidering, and that is, that we 
ſteadily attend to and conſtantly prac- 
tiſe all thoſe thinge, which, becauſe they 
are in their own nature praiſe-worthy, are 
allowed, every wherz, to be neceſſary 
branches of a rain. decent, and honour- 
able behaviour. And, upon the very 
ſiame principle, it ought to be our deter- 


xl. 
Wye 


min'd and invariable purpoſe to act in 52 5 


Poſation to the partial Senſe of the Ma- 
jority among ourſelves, whenever it con- 
ttadicis the Rule of Truth, and makes a 
RE fa Iſs report of the nature of things; r= 
preſenting thoſe as reputable and excellent, 
which are really baſe and infamous.---The 
applauſes of Men are always to be de- 
cllined and deſpis d, when they are annexed _ 
to wndeſerving Characters; to be abborr'd 
when they are beſtowed on vitious Cha- 
racters; but if they ſpring from the pure 
and uncorrupted dictates of univerſal Rea- 
55 en, they are a motive rightly adapted wn. 


influence an 7ngenuous Mind, and excite a 


noble and landab: * amb! tion. 


The ſublimity and extent 
8 R M. Tavs have I largely confider'd the text 
as containing general Rules of conduct, 
5 ' by which the Morality of Actions is to 
be tried. And this muſt be a uſeful way 
of treating the Subject, becauſe it fur- 
niſhes our Minds with immutable prin- _ 
ciples of Right, and repreſents to us ina 
narrow compaſs all the genuine Properties 
of Virtue; every one of which is not only 
a diſtinguiſhing Criterion by which it may 
de certainly known, but a ſtrong argument 
RD for the Practice of it. — 
Io the sr coxp thing proposd, which | 
Was to point out briefly the particular 5 
Virtues, that are more directly included in 
eacb of theſe Characters. oo 
En, myſelf to this would have allow A, to this. -4 
c excellent Paſſage of St. Paul, leſs ſcope and - 
5 latitude than it 1s fairly capable of --- But 5 
to avoid the ſame defect, the particular 9 
1 Virtues ought to be diſtinctly ſpecify d. 1 
85 Is the F1RsT place then, it is na- 
1 tural to underſtand the Apoſtle as intend- 
| : ing, by the things that are true, to Ye 
: recommend the Virtues of 7 ruth and Fi- 
| delity: i. e. Sincerity | in all our profeſſions ; 
8 of reverence and N to Cod, and of re- 


ſpe 


I now proceed, 


'The confining | 4 
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| pet a ſervice to our Fellow-creatures ; ; SERM. 
the being true to our Friendſhips, to our XI. 

8 Promiſes, and Contracis; ; and diſcharging YN 
with diligence and an exact care every 
Tut that is repoſed in us--T he contrary = 
Voices are--Diſſmulation, deceitful Compli- 
ment, Lying, Fraud, and 7 reachery, which 
are infallible indications of a ſelfiſh and 
| baſe diſpoſition, and the ſource of endleſs Cs 
| diſcord and confuſion in Societies. Where- 
as the Virtues, Which they oppoſe, = 
| the immediate ſupports of Order, the boad --*---- 
of Union and Harmony, and the chief Thr 
5 ground and ſecurity of mutual confidence. e 
Asal, In the things that are grave, 
55 decene, and venerable, are particularly lhe. © 
dluded a calm compoſed temper, free from 
perturbations and violent exceſſes of Paſ- 
ſions; a uniform and unſbalen reſolution 0 
adhere to the principles of Truth and 
Right; that ſedateneſs and dignity of be- 
hhaviour, which are the natural reſult ß 
inward regularity, and a juſt ſelf-eſteem; _ 
and maintaining the credit and honour of 
particular characters by ſuch a decent and 
aaa behaviour, as both merits, and will 
command, eſteem.” To theſe inſtances of 


5 8 + 3s manly. 
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8 ERM. manly and venerable conduct are oppoſed-- 


a flaviſb Subjection to wanton and unruly 
' appetites, which engage in low and unbe- 
coming purſuits that render Human nature 
deſpicable ; a fickle, unſtable, flutuating + 
temper; levity of carriage ; . vanity and 
ridiculous affectation in dreſs ; unguarded 
familierities and condeſcenſions, that leſſen 
our weight and influence; and, finally, 
all ſuch deportment as is unſuitable to our 
- peculiar rank and Ration, and tends to 5 
diſgrace 5 . 
I che next to this Head a are compreben- 5 
ded all the different branches and offices of 
Juſtice: An exact and ſcrupuluus regard 
to the Rights of others, with a deliberate 
and fix'd purpoſe to preſerve them, upon all 
occaſions, facred and inv iolate, and, from 
tis fair and equitable Temper, performing ; 
| every neceſſary Art of Juftice, that re- 
lates to their perſons or properties; being 
Juſ to their Merit, and juft to their very 5 
5 Tnfirmities, by making all the Allg. WANces 
In their favour, which their Circumſtonces 
require, and a good natur. d and reaſinable 
cConſtruction of particular caſes will admit i 


. of; | being: 225 in Our 47. Het. Jaft | in dur 


4 ina 2 ls, "Ip 


that Men 
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demands, and juft, by obſerving a due 


moderation and proportion, even in our 
reſentments. The diſtinct offices of juſtice es 
are indeed ſomewhat various, as Mens 
conditions and characters differ; but the 
general obligation and the general rules are 
one and the ſame; which may eaſily be 
reduc'd to that admirable maxim of _ 
bleſſed Saviour, the compendium and ab- 
flance of all equity--- N, batſocs ir ye wou'd. 
ſhould do to you, were they in 
85 your circumſtances, and Dou in theirs, do 
pe even ſo to them. Let me add before 1 
leave this Head, that the virtue of 7 
tice is not only the main pillar and 
ſtrength of beten but, as it were, the 
eſſential and wital ſpirit by which they 
jubſiſt; and that the contrary vices, vig. 
| Cenſorioufuefi, D traction, Slander, under- 
mining Ai 4. rigorous Ofpreſin, and . 
Injuries of every kind, are directly cal- 
culated to dilſolve the frame of all govern- 
ments, to render a regular Social life ab- 
ſcolutely impoſſ ible, and Human life els 
8 unſpportable. „„ 
Leer us now go on to as flowing. 
EL: article, whatfroer as arc pure, by . 
5 8 5 e which 
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St RM. which are chiefly meant the virtues of 


Continence and Chaſtity ; a ſtrict abſtinence = 


wv from all irregular gratifications of the 
ſenſual appetites, and from the purſuit of 


thoſe unlawful and polluted pleaſures, to 
which carnal minds are devoted.--- Op- 
poſed to this branch of virtue ſtand---the 
infamous fin of Adultery, deteſted and 
branded univerſally wherever the Light of 1 


Nature prevails; Fornication ; actions or 


aiſecrerjes offenſive and ſhocking to Modeſty; | 
which are all known, and fitly deſcrib'd, by 
the name of Impurities, becauſe they ſpread 
Def, lemnent and a dea :dly Taint over the 
whole ſoul, and enflave every faculty to 
| Senſe and groſs conceptions : In conſe- 
quence of which, they create a ſtrong 
averſion to intellectual end ſpiritual em- 
ployments, and the Divine e of 
moral Reditude,” 


Ap, Finally, by the things akich « are 


of good report, if any particular V. rrtues 
are deſign d, thoſe muſt be underſtood, 


En - which are univerſally celebrated as the 


ee of A fſubli; we and noble diſpoſition ; = 
and by the things that are amiable and 
roy, thoſe virtues. which bave a pecu- 
. 5 
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; liar attractive beauty and gracefulneſs. SE RM. 
And what are they ? -- Let every Man ask 3 


himſelf, and he will readily anſwer --- a 


 difintereſled and unconfin'd Benevolence, Fr. 


: Generof, ty, returning Good for Evil, Mode- 
ration in Affiuence and Power, Humility 
and Condeſcenſio on in high Stations. Let him 
all himſelf on the contrary, what arc the 
moſt reproachful and odicus Vices, and he 
will anſwer again — 8 Ifſhneſs, Narr o- 
neſs of Heart, an zmplacable Revenge, di iſe : 
*  bonouring and corrupting the r to 


etiate a wild and brutal Paſſion, Haughti- : 


wes and Tnfolence, Ingratitude, and Cruelty. 3 a 


o that the courſe lies open and plain 5 5 
fore us in which we may adorn Human 
| nature, and advance it to the higheſt pitch | 


of Moral Beauty; ; as well as the oppoſite - 
Path, that neceſſarily leads to Dyer . 


and Sbame. Nothing now remains but, 


Ix the TH1RD place, to explain briefly 5 


; the latter clauſe of the text 47 there be 


any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, 5 


think on theſe things. It may perhaps be - 


thought, that nothing is here ſuggeſted but 
what was fully comprehended 1 in the pre- 
3 ceding articles; and the mentioning Vi irtue 

eee and 
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and Praiſe, after the things that are frue, 


venerable, juſt, pure, and lovely, may 


| eem at firſt ſight to be quite ſuperfluous, 
But St. Paul ought not to be ſo lightly 


cebnſur d; who appears to haye been a per- 
ſon of uncommon diſcernment, and deep re- 


flection. We may ſearch in his wri- 


5 tings, and find a great deal of uſeful mat- 
ter, beſides what lies plain upon the ur- 


face. And there are, I think, two or three = 


ſenſes, which the paſſage now before us 
5 will naturally bear, that are not unworthy 
our regard. 5 


For, in ths FIRST. FIRE, this che 


if there be any Virtue, and if there be a 
an Praiſe --- may be conſider'd as a no- 
tive to think on wherever is true, comely, 


5 right, pure, and amiable : And then it 
mamuſt be thus interpreted--That if virtue be 


a reality, and not an empty fiction, and if 


there be in Nature any juſt ground . 
praiſe, „it muſt of neceſſity lie in fuch 
things as theſe-- Or elſe (2%) The Apoſtle 5 

1 might deſign to intimate to us, that if there 
Was any particular virtue chat belong'd 
more immediately to our character, and 
would help to * it a greater 22 Wo 


1 55 this 
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this we ſhould be eſpecially careful to pur- SERM. 
ſue and cultivate.-—Or (3dy) That if there XI. 1 
was any good quality of a tranſcendent. , 
8 worth and excellence, and which juſtly e 
entitled thoſe who were poſſeſs d of it to 

extraordinary applauſe and honour; we 
ſhould even think it our duty ardently to 
aſpire after /haf, and count it a highly com- 
mendable and virtuous ambition to endea- 
vour to excel in it, 
Mr ſee now, upon the whale; that, in 

1 1 ngle paſſage of the New Teſtament, we 

have a complete fy gem of Morals as it were 
in Miniature. The natural and unchange- 

able foundation of virtue is clearly afert- = 
dad, and wiſely laid, and exhibited in a pro- 
per variety of lights --- The characlers are 
o contriv'd that they may be conſider d 
8 as general rules, at the tame time that they 
direct our view to almoſt all the parti- 
cular branches of morality--- And, to ren 
er the account as comprehenſive. ze pole 
ſible, a clauſe is added, in which, by a 
Fair and eaſy interpretation, the peculiar gs 
Auties of every rank and condition, and . 
dhe nobleſt refinements and heights of vir= _ 
TE © tue oy! be ap 4 to be. meniewor. 


268 De ſublimity and extent, &c. 
 Sxxm. And, from the abridement of its pre- 
XI. cepts here given by St. Paul, we may re- 
Wſonably infer — the extent, the ſublimity, ** 

the perfefion of that Moral goodneſs, . 

5 vrhich the Goſpel requires that its ad- 5 

55 verſaries can take no more effectual me- EE Thea 
| thod to expoſe either their weakneſs, r 
their preſumption, or their malice, tan 
by attacking it on ½is bead --- and that 
thoſe Ci n who ſubſtitute the righ- 25 
rtebiſſſicſ, merits, and interceſſion of Chriſt 
in the room of the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
a2 ſtrict and univerſal virtue, grofily mo 
repreſent and reproach Chriſtianity ; and of 0 

_ conſequence -- blaſpheme the author of it. 


AER 


8 Egan 8 


0 — Co * 4 A * A 4 .— 2 


s ER MON XIL 


PEPE EEDEDES . er 
5 of . as oppoſed to Prejudice 5 


Toux i. it 1 47. 5 
Philip findeth Nat thanael, and faith = 
unto him, We have found him, of 
85 whom Moſes in the Law, and 8 

the Prophets, did Write, Jeſus | 
Nazareth, the fon of Joſeph. ” 
And Nathanael aid 20510 him, Can 


there any g thing come out of 
Nazareth? Philip 


5 faith unte him, 
Come and ſee. 5 
Jeſus ſaw Nathanael coming to bin, Z 
and ſaith of him, Behold an Iſra- 


elite indeed, in whom 15 710 grile. 


ol HE charadter he: e gie ven at Na- Sr RM. 
& thanael is eminent both for its XII. > 
2 intrinfick Merit, and publick > ©, St 


: Ulefulnefs — diz. that of an artle efs un- | 
- adulter ale . mplicity, that is neither biaſs d 


"250 © 
SERM. by ſiniſter views, nor ſpotted by criminal paſ- 


"MM 


of Hi ncerity 


ſions; but ſcorning diſſimulations and dif. 


YN guiſes, the natural and uſual ſhelter of baſe 
and corrupted Minds, 1s unaffectedly ho- 
neſt and generous in all its deſigns and ac- 
tions; fincere in every expreſſion of piety 

to God, and abounding in candour, hu- 
manity, and an equitable temper to all 
Mankind. This is a character form'd up- 
on the nobleſt principles, which enables a 
Man to look inward, and examine the 
receſſes of his own heart with pleaſure, 5 

and commands reſpecꝭ and confidence from 
others; a character ſo univerſally engaging 

and beneficial, that it ſtops the mouth of 
Calumny, and Envy itſe f can ſcarce: repine : 
at the deference which i is paid to it, and 
the infinite Governour of the World ho- 
nours it with his particular Favour : In 

| ſhort, it is a character, without which we 

are not fitted as we ouzht to be for the 

buſi neſs, ſociety, and proper enjoyments U 7 

= = 0; -L $ of reaſonable Beings, here up- 
on carth; and much leſs for a more perfect 
and exalted ſtation of dignity and haps 
pincS 1 in the future immortal exiſtence. EE. 


Ee 


m 4 © 8 


we 6. 


>: | ped. 70 Prejudice. . 
How then, it may be aſk'd, ſhall we de- St M. 

ſerve this character to which it ſhould be XII. 
our higheſt ambition to aſpire, as what is N 

the Gry of human Nature, and the De- 

; light of the Deity ?--- The right methods 

to be purſued by us are theſe, which are 

_ plainly ſuggeſted in the text. (1%) That 

we diſengage ourſelves from all weak and 

 vitions Prejudices, which enſlave the Judg- 

ment to fancy or appetite; and give even 

to Truth and Virtue, and the moſt ra- 

| tional and important principles of Relis 

gion, the complexion and colour of falſhood. 
And that having diſcarded Prejudice, that 
never-failing ſource of confuſed ideas and 

I irregular Morals, we apply ourſelves to 

a ſerious and cool Examination of the 2 

- principles | w2 have entertain'd, che- 

riſh an ingenuus and inquiſi tive temper, : 

and e of nothing as the ground. 

work of our reaſonings about virtue 

and piety, beſore we hve try'd it =: 

the infillible ſtandard of truth and right, Os. 

And when we have corrected our appre- 

henſions, and ſettled our ſcheme, by deli- 

berate and impartial reflection, to compleat BN 

| all, we muſt . our HE. through al 


DERM. 


II. 


Of Smceerity 


the conſequences which it plainly points gut 


to us, and adLere to it mvariably as the 


X 


director and guide of our practice; facri. 
hcing fond opinion, mordinate paſſion, 


preſent intereſt, and the moſt. tempting 
proſpects of wealth and honour, in order 
to preſerve a clear and untainted i integrity : : 
Which is the moſt glorious cauſe, that it 
can ever be in our power to aſſert and vin- 
dicate —a cauſe, in which the /7 /e ipreme gud 
of Mankind, and of every rational Being 
in the Univerſe, is neceſſarily involv G. 
Ir appears from the text, that Nathonael, — 
7 though otherwiſe of a fair and equitable = 2 
Diſpoſition, had imbib d one N 2 
lcaſt 7 plicitly. He fell with the 
common error of the 2 ws, which was 
ſtrenuouſly ſupported by their Priefts, and | 
FR the grave doors of their law, and by the 3 
= Phariſees the moſt diſtinguiſh d and popu- 3 
lar of all their ſets; who ſeem to have 
5 been unanimouſl: y agreed, that 129 great Pro- 
0 Pbet would rie 51 of Galilee. As N- 
_ Zareth. therefore, the ſuppoſed Place of 


our Saviour" 6 birth, wa 1s Utuate in this = 


2 part of Tudea, fron N whence, 0 the 


had e pref am 'd, the Suits. 00 


21 
44; 117 


„„ EET Wo, ons a EY 


e eee e Proerice. 
iluminations ofP7ophecy could nover ſpring; 
it was natural for Natha:: ls 85 he la- 


bour' d under the ſame p77 F272, to urge © 
this minute. and tr Hing circamfa cc, AS : 
8... objection of conſidetrale weigh againſt 
the pretenſions and claim of 7 to * the 
: promiſed / Me Heß. Accordi! 
it immediately occur'd i 1: un, and he as =: - 
this queſtion, Can hefe any T9% things e 
ou of Nazareth? --- Upon which Philip 
acted like a perſon of ſol d Fr drment and 
Experience; and inſtead of oppoſing this N 
groundleſs prejudice direQiy, which would 
probably have render' i it more ſtiff and ob- 
| ftinate, he only made a propoſal that 
| every candid and modeſt temper muſt rea- 
dily approve of---Come ond fee: As if he 
be had ſaid, © FE: :amine the f. ict impartially, 
eig h the vidence by which it is ſup- 7; 
NT. "pad, aud when you have done this, 
„ faithfully t ollow ; the dictates of your un 


810 we and that 


273 
SE RM» 
XII. 


« ene and emmforence.” And the 


reſult of all was, that 5 upright man, 

_ whoſe pre; judices were Vl. able, and 1.7 vielding a 
to conviction, as having bee: alwa vs „ 
within bounds by his 5 rior love of 

© Tr nth; the reſult, I fay, OL the whole wah 5 


Of Hinte, ity 


that he Fg and humb! Wy acknow ledged 


as JR as Suffectent 2 90 was afforded him, 


the ant hority and Divine miſſion of Chriſt 


in theſe words: Rabbi, thou art f the San, 5 


of God, thou art the King of Iſtacl. 


W IVI have here a ſpccimen both of the 


Honeſty and juſt Sentiments of the fir 


converts to Chrittianity. | For Philip (a; 


well as Nathanael) before he could em: 


brace this new Religion that Was fo much 


ex claim d againſt and villiied, muſt have 
- conquer d many Arong and inveter ate Pro a 


dlices. But then, on the other hand, we fee 1 


nothing of . weak and eaſy 2 edulit; : 
not one mark ef a blind and preſump- 
tuous Enthuff ajm ; no Faith is recommend- 


5 ed but what is entircly rational, and built _ 
upon Evidence — For the Primitive bn. 
1 ſtian Dori ine was this 5 Come and fee ; 


7 10 . in Other w ords, 85 Let not your Faith 


excecd, or go beyond, vour Ur: lorfland- 
„„ And to believe without ideas, or 
Grain uſt the demonſtrations of reaſon and 


ſenſe, is the myſterious and incompichen- 


Hie; argon of later and more & generate . | 
times. 1 ſhall, in what remains, conſi- 
det the pallage, rom which ] am di- 
= courling 


1 


3 berseste and unruly, as 19 prevent ner 


as oppoſed 75 Prejudice. 


courſing only as hiforical ; without inſiſt- 
ing diſtinctly on the particular propoſi- 
ions contain'd in it. And in this VIEW 


t yields the fellewing obferyations. 


Figre7, That men of real. Trtogriry, 


Yet, 


Srron bx, Wpher -over there is © that $ $11 
| Cerity, vi A is deſcribed in the tex: 


1, 


A 


* 


5 MED ae be: al f 
0 + (ET £65 Gi. all I *. ' #7 220" "ORs. 


THIADEY, 10 f C to 12222 


7 33 
16 6h EU . 
EY 


. N to the au ene - B58 torcs 
r Zainſt the p Ofen 1 de 


— 


it 
ö * il Never ſuffer A * prejudices 10 be {iy | 
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and even thoſe who are remarkable for 
Landtur and Probity of Mind. may be 
inf uenced by groundleſs prejudices. But 
thouch this, taking Juman nature and the 
Atnation and ſtate of things in the World 
as they Are. Em a manner unavoidable, 


Mt" by 1 * udicc: that have hay long 8 
entertain d, that ar: gencrall cſpaus d, | 
and Which cuſtom 8 rakd as ſacred, 
1 one of the cleareſt P, wofs that can be 
given of a thoroug! gn und; lembled Ho- : 
ys EH 


Of 2 7 pans 7 
. ice, it 


Tur FiRsT obſfervacion was this, 
I hat men of νν Integrity, and even thoſe 
WI O are remarkable for Candour ond P74 
bity Of Mind, Oy be influcnced 'y 
218 8 1 rejudices: Winch indeed 


only frying in other words, that Men . 
| ore; it innocence and ſimplicity are not ab- | 


fo! ly infallible — Let us even ſuppoſe an 
ens. 127 degree 01 integity 70 be united in 


one char racter w. fil a capacious underſtand- 


ing, and an improv od judgment; there 


Will ſtill be confus'd conceptions and par- 
tial views f many things. The Mind 
is ſo limited in its Operations, „that it muſt : 
acquire. FS knowledge by degrees ; and 


while it appli: es ittelf to the contem 


: plation and diligent ſtudy of one point, 
ſo as to digeſt it thorougl ly and Sail AN 


: adequate notion of it, it m ult J. bour un- 


der wnee rtaiuiy ald be ſubjcct to cru: 
: with reſpect to others, which it lu as not I id 
an Opportunity of ſearcliirg into. Put it 
is almoſt ſelf· cvident, that whiceves 1 is fub- 
5 ject to error, end tl is is the cafe of 
the moſt frictly upr.; ght and conferents 6115 
Perſon upon carth, hom his very conſti- 

5 tution and the original late of its Ee 


ties 


"= m0 
-, "of 


© 
: io 
m 
dic 


in 


= P. 
ca 


principles, which app car ina different lig ht 


as op of 1 to P Fe JUICE. 


ties; whoever, I ſay, is ſulgect to crror 


in proportion 8 Since | all For is, 111 10. ne 


degree or other, a prejudice agalnſt the 


Truth. For as boos as je lis p. rinciplos 


are entertain'd (and ſomething of this Kind 
will cver happen from the natural imper- 
fection and ſ-antineſs of the IIuman intel- 
lect) an Veocde Alan will be led! by the very 
4 N ingeitility of hi 18 temper to op poſe the 45 2700 | 


ſo far as it diredly cout rudi cls thoſe fa 


77 


S E R RI. 
will be unavoidably ſubject to prejridice 


XII. 


5 to him, and he imagines to e je 7 and 5 
right. And if this holds tr uc wii re REES: LY 
to Perſons of ſuperior. attainm ents, and 


an extenſive compaſs of the bought and expe- 


rience; it muſt certa inly follow, t that the 


. Generality, with narrow = es, litde- | 


leiſure for application, and few ad 
for improvement, 


dices, conſiſtentiy with the pureſt and beit 
intentions, and an uncorrupted heart. 


5 TurkRE arc ſcarce any circumſtances, 
fr om which, with reſpect to theſe at leuſt, 
5 Prejudices may not ſpring up-- Their a | 


toges 


may be influe nord by 


many wnallow'd and imferce(tible preju- 


| cation, and the pay of their Anceſtors, _ 
* 3- be a par- 


| Of Sinceriiy 


a particular way of belief and religious, 


. profefiom make that fort of belief and 


. profeſſion, however erroneous, to appcai 


venerable. For the Piety and the Error. 


of their F orcfathers arc blende ed together, 
as if they had an inſepars ble connection in 


the nature of things: * hercas, what was 


7 wiv excellent an nd praiſes on dy in ſuch 


Ca! ie rs Miz: 50 be deriv d from quite 2. 


nother ſource, v S. from the common «= 
Lili al pri: ICT Js Of Ye. Re Tac And Choi. 
5 anitr, in 82 ch inc ere Men hind al 77 


ie 8 A ve - hs a” ain to 


bl BOY aud 40 their Pic“ y by ira. 


tion: al and. ſuperſtitions mixture: 8. 


AS Q An pe TION: ; unuſed to reflection, 


thei ir au al arſf ſition, End cy en their 


dirtuous and go 59d affections, will ſometime: 


: beget pr ejudices. — For fame truths are morc 
; adapted to a particut ar complex Lion, than 
others The idea, for inſtance, of a itern 
and arbitrary Deiy fuits with auftere and 
gf ten pers. And when Men an d, that 
£ ertain i inc iples, however zorg in them- | 
ſelves, have with ther been He hs to De- 


votion, and Mies to they vr aC Aice of re-- 


bs ligios 


as oppoſed to Prejudice, 


ligious. Duties; nd are to conhder SRM. 


theſe Motives, hich perhaps are in a 


la have acquired A ſtrength. and n- 


fluence eq1 112 N t5 that of tr 161, 28 iv fa y 
and neceſſary Mytic: 8 tr 2 holy life: To 
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take away w hich, is to ſubvert the foun- 


dation of all religion. Add to th, chat 


ſometimes Fr: 5 fs, ſometimes a hum- 
ble We 1:01 temper, that pla S an 9 


tw /4 - 


due Confed: nce in perſons of a "Poly 


be: | character r for know!er 2e 115 4 cmincit re-- 
pute for ſan Fas ty, will occafion Pr. dices 
againſt the moſt! importany truths: Which 


conte quence to he extrc mely gar geren, be. 
15 


cat 10 hard to be cradicated. And! the con- 
bon from the w hole | Is. that M en of grea car 


"Inter; Fs. With cc C7 Ter Aandings, may 


may come at length to be "fixed, and of - 


| ; bc mY TOE * 18 prejua Jece various IS ay: © 3 91 nd that 


when I. len HI *7 and- TIC 0117; %% P / "197 $31, unite 


4 Tit 


| the ir ſorce n order to arive out this enemy 


to Troch, nete muſt ſtill be 4 


J. 


of its ſabhiſting in every form and d Atte, 
in Which there is a pott Hill ty of Err GE 


Wee She ctore Garth Th conclution, which. 


5 che bet ſugge! 0 bs agrecable lik 0 viſe 4/4, 


8 TS oY 


* 


4 Pape 4 | 


great meaſure 1 al, or by long 


— — o 
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o 


the /% ame oi uman NG and to the 


reaſo! Os £31 Nos. 


: Burt T a8 OHſervat! Ons of this! Kind are not 5 
for an joment but 7 fe „ the natural drift 


4¹ nd oC: iGU3CY Of WI. oY has. bc 1 4:1 id 15 0 


excite us to fee are ourte ves, and ry our 


tempers; to £7 3 UT, ani EV TY Teng 


"© 
4 
— 


0 * = 1 7 = | N 3 = 
5195 on 5 85 = * onde fa dig 990 the affec : 
A LIEN a f 1 wv 4.4 a4 3 e 
tions; to „5 2 Ce le latleint PFeJud ces 
| . . 2 8 © LOOT 53 5 1 2 mp 
that may have long n u. d Within us; 
ä . | EO 7 8h 3 = Ws 
And 10 le es \ nat . TC 3 Av entertann d 
7 


FA 


be not more 1 N. . CHF. Hut mind and / 17h | 
z piincip! es. Por it iS 1 Kelis n, as in all 
other matters of 5 Science 2 nd rational d: TY 


RP 


| a „ © 5 Xx? „ 272 
F: 2 8 Fan 1411 e SHO: 2Ces, "T1 81 ty drawn, 
> fame nature with the 


e hem w aich they are dedi: 4. 5 


4 3 


II theretore wie ume principles that . ae. 
_xeeak and gro oundlefs, or principks diſho· 
nourable to the perfections and moral 
government cf A. mighty God, the reafon- 
ings 11 wat are kairiy < and juſtly form'd upon 
them cannot terminate in 6/20 ſorgle truth; 
but it is eaſy to tee. whether they may 
lead us, and that is [to the moſt mw 


: and de Tet 02s 4 rt 2 4. This e to 


as oppoſed to Prejudice. 
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Tur SECOND remark, which was SERM. 


this, That where there is that Semcerity, 


XII. 


' which is deſcribed in the text, it will blanc 
never ſuffer any prejudices to be fo per- 


verſe and unruly, as to prevent neto I u- 


22 ics on all pr oper. occaſions. Our du- 


ty, in this reſpect, is exemplificd and ſet 


before us in a clear light in the character 


of Nathanael; who, though he {till re- 8 
taincd the prejudices of Jl education, 
: which were ſupported by the authority ind” 


patronage. of the greateſt | names in the : 


whole Jewiſh nation, preſerv'd notwith- 


; ſtanding his Liberty and the command 
_ of his Judgment and Rejoli: tion lo far, as 
to be diſpoſed to attend calmly, and re- 
ceive any new Light that might be. offer” d 


him, and even 79 correct the ſentim ents 


that grew up with him from his carly 


4 years, and which had tradition, cuſtom, . 


and power on their ſide, upon the Me ft 


7 Heicus evidence. 


WIA appcars to have been this good = 
Man s conduct is a univerſal rule of Rea- 


= fon. Prejudices there may be; nay, a mul 


uplieity of prejudices, while the World 


| ; continues in its eren ſtate, there un- 
2 . eee 
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> Simcerity 
doud: edly will be: But to cheriſh any 
Criminal biaſs, to allow preconceived opi- 


ions to. obſcure, and cramp, and cap 
tivate the ju 


Agment — this ought not to be, 

if there be 32 my diſtinction of right and 

wrong. For can we pretend to be cer- 
ain, that all our prepoſſeſſions are right 


hat no Error cleaves to us? that we arc 


ee mpied from that Fallibility, which 


univerſally and neceſſarily attends Human 
nature; I this 7 1s not, and cannot be, the 
call Er wh at ground have we, as perſons 0¹ 


rar ty and of 4 difintereſfted and infa = 


pon wy ; be falle? ? == This! 15 ok bes &d.: and > 
PR s. Are we determin d to Aal. 
here to our principles v whether it be oth... 
? -- Thiz can ſprin. 42 
from nothing but a: habit . of diſhonsſ”. = 
58 40 ve 


roa ſon, or. again] it 


N ditpoſition, to ſhut our cyecs, and ac- 


i quick e indolently in the ſentiments Which 
we * ve already embraced? Are We re- = 


fancy . part ticular 


cauſe the y ſuit the ins wlarity of our 2 7 


or fai. erg T e in us, which we Cannot 


FC 1 


ſet Of Op. = i 
mi „ becauſe they arc become fomilior wo |} 
us, or becauſe they are be react ary, or be- 


| well 
pole 
ien 


ter 11 
with 


natic 


dell 
80 t 


= - not 70 
and 
. 
eco 


of | 


tional hop 25 of happineſs depend, 18 a mat- 


well tell how to account bo ? This ſup- Sr RM. 
poſes that Ne cligion, on which all OUT a=": AK. 


ter in elf of perfeci indiffer rence, that varies 
with the traditions and uf: ges of different 
nations, and! 18 left to be fra d and mo- 
dell'd according to every man's inclination : 
So that it is of very little importance what. 


nition we form of it, if we retain the c 1. 


and uſurp the outzward pr ion. But ii urcly 
theſe are abuſes too groi:; and palpa ble to be 


reconciled with zugeh⁰ẽEvjĩ., and regie, 55 | 


of heart. For it Is an efſe tical Par 7 it 18 


. almoſt the trist definition, of ſinccrity v, to 


de only ſollicitou FT that Truth aud N Jo 
beg, #7, Th may Prev: ail: and ty be 1 10 other- 5 
wie CONCET ned about parti. lor Fel wes, 
L char they are capable of being Juſtin ed 
an 45 ac! ended by che unal: crable- rule of: 
IR TESTED the or: igins 4 ſtandard on 1 


by ,. 


1* 


| Feaul | N. On. ic Wa: $ ObivLv" 'a in 


FR 


Tun THIRD Place, ! Th: at to be open 5 


* 
46 Cx Ren, | and ſubm to the author it Y 
d 


4 


. * „ 8 7 , . ”—_ : | 
a" 5 47 4 D xy 0 7 / FY-F** if Fi * * 8 ce 4 
e 140 ain the . [07 ion . 
7 


of Wee uy. 


. poſe, and which cultom Ly s mark'd as 
ſacre.i, is one of the cleareſt fr05f) thi 


3 1 be (lren 1 thorough and undiſ. 


** 


ſembisd Jon fy. This Rema;!- 18 0 


e obvious 11 itſelf, hat a very brief illu- 
= The caſe is juſt 

2 ms: 1 nc with. net ta 1 10S © Her 

er There a e me virtues, ma 1 

Man's natural diſpoſition may lead him 

to cultivate; and this is his grcat ad. 


ſttration of it will ſuflice 


Vant dne, gs at no convincing . either : 


5 - 
of nis K. /g Hit ca, „ inwrard Pref 9 


: the + br ha 15 t! ere may be Lions” Viccs, Lb 
to whic! the ; hos. 0 de e 41 1 ſtrong 
Prapenſin; and the ascilteg hefe n 
thercſo re be no ſure d. monttrot won of che EE = 


hr, 5 an 10 retli; de of his ter Py — 
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le: P. Ft 7 fate of religion among ourlcly LS: — 
Fl: :at | 


a ge 27 e of inpuirn, a fe. = 
ing Fl Vir Ber knowlege, and wery free 


5 debates bout * relig n preœva 118 now, | TIO. == 


5 than in for: tor 1er ages 1 Thy ods. 
mit But, I pictume, it in, 0 if} he lod, : 


8 ther: Wwe. have our 97 ju. 0 . te 0, thuugh 5 


d: ti: ing in hin, 1 perhaps trom : thoſe of 


Our Forct. thers ; ; and that theſe Frcudices 
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eee Gries ve as to their Fr bort t. and 
foundation much the fe me, 1, e. rezark. 


ably ſlight and trivial. That curren: pre- 


judice ang the Jer eg during the time 
of our Saviour's miniſtry, which the tev! 
- particularly mentions, SY cry one wilt: now 


acknowledze to have been extremely weak | 


and friv oloas-- But docs ! it not appear, tha 


wie have ſome prejudices among ourſelve. 

"that argue equal pr Of Umption, Or ignorance, 5 1 | 
or ebſtinacy; . and which are leſs to be ac- 

counted for in this refined and en! lightened 


age, unle our pardiality deceives us, and 
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5 poticfied of; 
us who pretend to Re: 27167, without know 


ing, as they ought, what true Religion 
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with it  havi ing ſufficiently 2xamin'd what 
Clu riſtianity means, There are others who 
- ſet up for being Free-Thi ners, without 1 
underſt anding S what F makings MOCHS-" 3 
„„ 4 c. 
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have taken much less pains to FS rm and 
improve aur Underitandings. Th-ſe things 


are a juſt ground of complaint, and ww arth 
S #Hecarching into; becauſe Truth and Virtue, 
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. the merits of the cauſe, ſearch it 5 
to the bottom, and <oeigh the evidence 
. fairly, before you preſume to paſs judg- 
en, . this method, which immedi- 


07 Sincerity &c. 


Sperm. controverſi e that ſubſiſt among Chriſtians... 
| « Can any good thing proceed from thoſe = 
* whoare branded with opprobrious names, 
« and marks of Infamy?” The natural 


anſwer | 15 again the ſame — Come and ſee : 


ately ſtrikes our natural ſenſe of equity, 


was univerſally fand honeſtly purſued, the 
conſequence | would probably be this, to 
the joy of every wiſe and good man-- The : 
there would be much leſs of Error in 
1 points of any conſiderable moment, 7 * 
ther in ſpeculation, or pr -aftice; and the = 
influence of the error that ſtill remain'd, |} 
ariſing from the incurable imperfection 
and weakneſs of Human nature, would 
be ſcarce felt, if condeſcenſion, and mu- 
tual forbearance, and a har mony of mild 
and benevolent affections, | ſupply” d the 
place of that unity of epinion---Which is is. 
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in which we now reſide, affords to ſonic 
fair and tempting proſpects : They think 


that they ow many char ms and arreeabl. 
advantazes in it, which wor thily engage 


their affections. -- This, to ſuch as are of 
A different turn, and wh 0 have been uſed 
to other mmfreſſions, appears extremely 


lurprieing. For the ſame World to their - 


view 1s a vale of tcars, a region of dar. 


nici; and Human life a Hrefome pit- 


g/imagt through Aa” wild and rude deſart 


: | planted thick with ſnares and danger 5, and . 


a ſcene of cndleſs 2 pertinence and. difqur= _ 


etude. _ There may be gre eat miſtakes on 


both ſides, according to the principles | 
by which each. party: are influenc! d. And 


it will be ſufficient to en able us to fix, ind 


general, the juſt medium „il we diſtinctly 
examine w. here the lt b, and where tl 


error, lies with reſpect. to the latt: T's oOpi- 


nion; which fees not only to be. c¹ 


tenanc 4, but ea fre, 5 1 the. 1 ee 


| ems, by Solea, in the text. 
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temper, that conſound and cloud the 
underſtanding, hurry it on to ha ity con- 
cluſions, and reprefent all objc As in dif- 


i ag recable colours. Perſons of this un- 
nappy comples (ion flew: A peculiar art and 


2: cority. 111 making the 7/1. of their 


condition, and turning every thing G 
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or Only image e cel, in ourſclves. To 


| make 022 Gen 0 pine Or milery 


the mea 1 ( Tl Iripp! 118135 and miſery with | 


reſhect to all the reft of Alankind- = 1 00: 


dete mine boch againſt reaſon and expc- 


| fs 1 
rience. 8 E as La oy C0, ter nol Greig zHICES. 


are vaſtly differen I, ſo are their 2 VIC , and 
4. 7 Os Tie variety of their natur: FH 


555 | the influcnc of education, and 


15 jp 5 575 | | 
1 2:41 LEI 0 1 141 9675 red ha, Hl 7 5 pbave al w avs 


been ihe Occaſion of their «ffecting 4665 8 


e . = ale „ wichin the bounds of re. 


gularity and innocence. Prom hen nce it 
proceeds, that ſome Jack upen thai con- „ 
dition as ot Ty caſy, but exceedingly ” 


> de "fir eat! „to vchich ot hers ha avec the fit neſt 
bee: So that their notions of Good and 
Evil dite. — 80 much their capacity for 


relifhing the one, and 15 8 ting under the 


other, as long as One Part f dhe ſpecies ö 


continue to be what 157 arc -- - naturally 
: jer ene, compoſed, and chearſul; another 


td, anxious, and de funding; A and "By 


third--rejemble both 0 theſe by turns, be- 


ing in their tempers caps icicus and Va- 
: riable. Upon theſe accounts 4 1s abſo- 


lut od 8 


and impr OUCINONT of F Human li LA 

| Jutely impoſliblc, that all Mankind ſhould 5 
feel e9ual degrees of pleaſure or pain, if 
their cuticard eronumſlances were exattly 
the ſame: And, on the other hand, as 
theſe are almoft infinitely various, ſome 


would Of Nec ceſſity be more happy than 


others, even thou ah they had all 1 ANC 


diſpofitions. But no twithſtanding that the . 
juſtneſs and ſtrength Ot this e 18 


10 clear and obvious to common ſenſe, yet 


when a ſpirit of diſcontent has once taken 


pof?. citlon, | and irritated and ruffled mens 


minds, they are caſily I d to form an idea 
of Human life pon the ve, from 2 
ng 770 U uncomfortable inſtance; and to judge 
Xx the reſt of their F ell loW-Creaturcs froni 
their own grain, Julpictons, and & 


os 


treinos of paſſion. 


NAY; It a man has run through ail - 


the degrees of temperance, and "ok ex- 


elle gratifications of this kind nature is 
exhanfted and Weakened, and tlic OS N 


are in a great meaſure pall'd ; when he 
is thus convine'd by expericnec of the o 5 


nity. of irreaular pleaſures, and lis 5 
views of the diſorders of his paſt life grow 
wneaſy to. him; in ſhort, when he has 


. „ | taken | 


295 


E R M. 
XIII. 


- 
4 - — 5 * — — — — 
EM — 
=. 4 ” e > kw — p 
© 4 . = N 1 
hn S + — — 
2 — = — . — — 
— — = 4 = IT — — =» 
> — — 2 
— . >% — - ® < — 
2 * = - 


— 


r — — = a 2 
- — — ͤ—ũ—ñ—ů 2. II Dat — — — 
id 4 . * - 
-4 = - — - hy © - . PI 
- — — 2 —— — — 
ws => - - > rr 
- AY; — - 


- a> . GA IEG AXE. . 
_ -  - 7 * 


— — 
RE 
— 
— —— 

a = 


== AT 

— — — 

— — - — 1 == 
> — - = * — 


. — 
— _ = 
— 2 1 — = a— > 
_ _ 27 2 — RET \ - 
8 - -— - —_ woeo a —_ _  O— Q — — 
- 17 


SE K NI. 
XIII. 


07 the true idea 


taken a fur, ei. of luxury and ſenſua 


iis 


deb er and tecls the ill conſequences 


of ſaci licentious courles in nE] ſpi- 
rits, and a 88 conſtitution: Or, if 


by his own reg/gerce. and indijcretion he 
has plung d himſclf into inconvenienciss 


and difficulties, which by care and 2 pru- : 
dent man gement might have been avoid- 
cd In bot h theſe caſes, the Evils v, ich he 
ſuffers are ex: aggerated; and inſtead of ma- 
king proper ans on the raſomeſs and 
= a! eickedin 2 of my conduct, he employs him- 5 
| mf. in abuſing and villiffing Human life 
in general, as full of vexations and dif- 
appointments; ; and in theſe. fits of im. 


palience, the nat wal fate of things i: 


. quite perverted. and turn 4 upfide 8 
1 nd! haz "PY 1s he citeem'd xc to hath nit yet 
OR, to fre tie an the feen But 
go why could perſons, who have acted G 
vrgulurir, imagine the reſl : 4 the IUVorld to 
be as miſerable as they: are ” ire all thought- 
ele and inconſiderate, Or aba indon' d to. 5 
1 agant enſualiny? > If at, and the. 
+2 "on tot oervation will convince us that 
ey are zit; W hy ould it be Prevam ” 


£8447 Tae YL ul, T th 0. Cala: nitics ; Which 
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And, conſcquently, all ch 


1 man lite, th at are built on. this falle FCA 
ſoning, muſt: be w. cak and groundleßs. 


and iniprovement of Human life. 


are univerſally ſeen to be the natural 
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effects of inadvertency or ntemnerancec? 
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diſlolute in their behavicur? The con- 
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niable proof, as any matter of f. will 
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1 
TH 
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find fault with it, but from a childijh 475 


viſe Winch they have concciv'd againſt it, 


for not being 0 contriv'd and modell'd 
a5. to ſquare with their cs, vitant views, 


and the romantich themes with. which 


; they have amus'd themſelves; 5 from MA 
mere. inquietud» d and ut onflancy go mind, |} 
And indeed 129 Pojible {tate of things can 
be thought to: be wiſely order 4. 1 . 
 proviſſoneſs and paſſion are left to de- 
termine, which are never calm and ſe- 
date enough to form. a fair and mpartia! 
eſtimate. Ta us, in our imagination, 
alt er the World in what manner we pleaſe 
as long as we have no fix d and inva- 
riab l. role of reaſon to proceed by, but 
are guided endirely by fickleneſs of temper, 


1 corre 5 15 inclinations, 04 571 will | be in- 


finite and endleſßs. If We Were to put the 
cate, that a uni a/ affluence and plenty 
G prevail d; a man of an impatient ſpirit 
wou'd. be apt to take offence becauſe al! 
were ſet upon 4 les bel, and he himſelf 15 
Cas not treated with that diſtin&tio, which | 
he might think neceſſury to re ward. his 
merit, but more properly to Herb his pride. . 3 
And for the ame cauſe, while things te. 
main 
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nnd wunpr ovement of Human life. 


main in their preſent ſeituation, let him have SF RM. 


| honours to flatter his ambition, and riches _ 


o gratify his covetouſneſs; yet while there 


are ore eminent degrees of either, Which 
others are poſſeſſed of, it is not at all 
ikely that he will be ca with his con- 
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All. 


dition, or ſet bounds to his inordinate de- 


les. For peeviſhneſs is inſatiable; a ſil- 
en nature cannot caſily be obliged ; and 
_ Were there is 1 rivetted and inveterate 
/59m, it will caſt a ſhade over the bright 
part of liſe, and find, in / objects, fone C 


ground for diſcontent. So that inveeliv, 4 


I againſt the vanity and miſe ery of the world, 
that come from this quarter, muſt be 
1 look'd upon only as the reſult of a diſor- 

I der'd imagination, and not as the dictates 

of right reaſon and truth. 5 


To all which I may BY that when 5 


and being diſplcasd with their Maker, 


= with themſelves, 5 with all Mankind, 
' they 


men are of 4 reſtleſs and repining temper, . 
u is impoſſible, that they ſhould maintain 
1 a reverent and humble ſubmiſſion to Pro- 
| vidcnce. On the contrary, by reproach- : 
ing the Creation of God, they derogate 
| from His eſſential wiſdom and goodneſs; 


; FS, * ; 6,17 / a © , 
388 | f Se £7 4 tclece 


S . tlie Vat of neceſſity, in ſo ſore and 1, 


III. 4 lumcur, be n oed for acts of 5 


mani 1 and mercy, for the ſoft, conde- 
ending, endearing, and beneficent offices 
focial Life. Thus it e th: at 
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Wen it 19.720 lan gage 61 aifeont ent, 8 
ius aſlertion in the text has a great 


- * - 
= NO Ip *, ca-: £2 


Gal of weak w_ erreiche, and guilt 


Te 1 2 Th: t the. ay of Death is Het. 

= __ 1 - By OF b | 3 

er han le day 7 ones By ib. Let Us 
| . e | | 

PEO, | 


= SE Cox DLY, To confider it in x anotl T 
aht, as the language of a Sce lick, in- 
lined to Cuvil, and find fault ith the 


Hm Confim tion-- It may perhaps be 

1. aged, that: this 

| rl 11 troduce d; 5 ̃ 805 : perſons of 1 
. | 1 


in CO or 1 turn are man likely to 
l 


11890081 0 at. of it Thoſe - who 1 
-HOJD?! -03-- N 4 Providence, 


i Have io nog Of:a 1 e «iſtence ; ; oe, 
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lic; il he has 
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wo gour of his conflitution Ha 7 abated, 
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picuf ure, they will be willing to exchange 
it for a ſtate of Ron-exiſtence, of utter 


very ini, obable : But Men arc Pat al 
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This, it muſt be allow'd, 18 in ra 
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His Providential Gor vernment. 


| 2 the IL UC 14et 
to be mcnverient and troubleſome == ald 
the miſcries ot Mankind which are gg. 
1 Being 


of a God, or the juſtice and goodnets o 


ted by his l- nature — again it tl 


Day perhaps look on this as one of the 


aux without their own conſent muſt be a 
tyra mninical act of cruelty. 


Fe bas Halde of 1mbelie 5455 
tate is the whole of Man's Bing, and yet 


15 Cc than nom-exiftence, to force it upon 


be undermin A. 


{ikewile; and Mankind will be entir 


Laws, and all ſenſe of ſupreme moral 00) 


vernment. l Is caſy to ſee, how the car- 
Ty ing this grand! point ofinfidclity * ill ſup- 

a e cauſe of Vice; but will the Argu- 

ment, 


huilt On Solomon's. 0% f. oth, 


eftctually ſcrve the cauſe Irfid, "y 
This is whit WE Are now to inquixd into: 


And I apprei: end, th. at 1 need O1: ly ſug. 5 
3 the lowing: hints 


4 the contrary beyond all real. ab! 1C CO Ta” 


to den 10 n{tratc 


diction. 


Nay, he . 


becaule if thi: 


And thus not 
Only will the foundations of Chr 1/tionity 
but of natur al Religinr 4 
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charged fr om the Obligation of Divine 
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feeer able ; 3 but y nuit be Wholly c 
1 . ON the ee r "te Of OUT: UL ES; 
{| andthe unnatural F,ovohes ob of i Pat] 
: And from hence t — Wor, NI at the 5015 
fare way to form arigar judgment in this 


and imp; ode nen! of IH hte life. 


F IRST, | That 1 18 VC! V untais to al- 


a 1 7 oe v3 oy 4 5 5 * « 4 ? i O a | | 
we / this manicr Igaink Providence, 
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From the *liſerics that Hually attend Hu- 


man Life. For the Qu eſtion is not, whe- 
ther Me 7⁴ hay emade the ſtate of the World 


wo lc than no -cxiflence--lut how God 


Male it, and how he 71; 1onded it t ſho! 11d 
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| ure, and the Rules P' reſcribed * "the. 

Author of it. This will dif cer to Us 
'* -Gad's Cres ion, ant ering the plan of * 
".m his infinite Mind: Every atlicr is a fe: „ 
1 Few, that can give us no idea of his -: 7 277 
| Char after; becauſe it only bes ne BY | 
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1 and: ca) on the ſtrict principles of probi- 


Of the true idea 


by the experience of alt ages, that if Men 


Ware rſally cation; and precdent, in. 
and jrizgal — they would pro- 

8 bably fueceed in moſt of their 7 eafonablo 1 
detions, and be crown d with pr ofperits 3 


0 iſt FIG 


"x A Mer were all juſt and s Fenercus, 


40 and! 
And! ho! MGAy, 


from treachery, oppreſſion, diſcord, and 


violence, would be in a good meaſure 
Prev en! ted; : and that if they were all {i . 


Her dle — - they mult cf ncceft ty enjoy 


vaſtly 1 ger 1 Ie 6 0! 1 55 "alto, d 0 6 
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£ vv 5 


ear; | . 5750 . ON 12 Bc, of. 
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appears, oak their voy frame e and the 
5 Zi 12 es 8 mo BY 55 
Citabinlrd ten KC! NC) O tr 111 inge, to be th 
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„ f 911 1 
e g <4 In 5 which their Creator in- 


tended 


mmedia 37 ads o this concluſion, tha: 
the Gris Jack conf 111710 in this !“ at OW er W 'orld = 


Was": mahle Co Iculated to promote Cur 1c 
| bang: at jog 7 55 and, 


if ſten daily adhered to. 


would rend. x \ our r fr 7 "it 1 uation 5 , upon | 


1 ſtan 


07071 


NG ropes and r tendſhip, ye | ; | 
would Hour: i among them, 
the molt 8 a, tvantages of civil life 


would be ſecure, d. and the miſchiefs a ariſing | 
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and improvement of Human life. 
the whole, very condenient and comfortable. S ER M. 
And we ourlelves are, in innumerable in- 
| ſtances, the unhappy inſtruments of or 
on mifory ; turning many fruitful parts 
if the earth into deſarts; inventing various 
_ unnatural ſcenes of ferron and cruelty * 
ſpreading flavery and deſolation, and a 
1 melancholy face of diſtreſs and ruin, over 
dhe moſt flouriſhing countries; invading 
each others moſt valueable rights and J 
| Gerties; and, in a word, perplexing our 
1 WI. minds, while we 45 iſturb and formen 
_ our fellow creatures. 
them to be reckoned as the works of God, 
| which his hand has wrought; but they 
are the dreadful monuments of Human 
1 pride, avarice, luſt of power, and other 
{| <qually. unnatural and pernicious vices. 80 
that if the words of the text are conſi- 
dered as 4 Sceptical 5 obie&tion, it is moſt cvi- 
1 dent, that the ob) ection 15 built on a com- 5 
I plication of 7 facts, which are theſe — L 
That the a&@ual condition of Man is his 
| wtrrol condition --' That both his add, 
| condition, and the life for which the Cre- 
| ator originally intended him in this world, 
| we ware than death end annibilation — 


Vor. „ . . That : 


Theſe arc Tome of i 
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That / ey really prevails, the frame 


of Nature could not have been dent 
WOW 2 1, nor e He ls edapted, to produce hat 1 
fron /i--And that God 1 is no ton! anſy ct 
1 1 N purpoſ: me and opera: tons, but 
lor the wilful i. regularities and di ſorders | 
of bis COatUres. 1 th ill only add, that 
this chjection, which has been ſicwen to 
involve o many ani tes in it, is obolely ß 
15 founded n 4 oroundlcls and improbal ble 
preſumpt tion, that the 7 wt is an entire, . 
pndopond, nt, uncs lac ang ſcene; that ] has 
no relatien to any ſulluite ſtute of Being; --} 
. preſumption, that docs not at all ſuit o 
weich the moral, active, and a vaſt I u- 
prevceable faculties of the mind of Man, 


HI IT, CO! oqu entlv, with tri'e Ph: / 2 ply. 


Hut if the Propot Aon: laid dow 1 te 


tet not. Cap: able of be ing ne . 
Sl d as the dict. te ith F O Dif: -: ” 
Cc: ateuit, or So optic] fn, in dif flerent ws 55 
5 cet uri 2 nn 10 i 131 9 Prov; Ch nes; it 
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7 7s And W. hen he 8157 11. 1 
. baute, 15 


- | 2 \ ; / 7 % 77 -- 1 | 1 7 


ina 132/550 ROE i of . FFITOHTT life. 
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45 Tr g the 


„ form'd on - 


ber re e, and the ſolid principles 
H of Reaſon and Re I. g. 
who neither doubts For the 


of the man, 


Ving, nor believes haſtily aud 


d 4 he under il, mids, that 


tome 7 5 f 772 
15 8 Wa 
SED. of” bi Lans — 


THIRD and laſt head, where 
31 propos d to treat of this obſervwation 
5 5 | of Soln; 707, 


ſentiment 
of. a 1 ond good ma 


f. ke of cov 
coitbout e- 
dince; who argues on principles that have 
their foundation in Natyre, and docs _ 
depend on ſfihtle and arbitrary theor; 
but on fat and obje1 natjon=—Snch a Ce. = 
| being led by the knowledge of effefts to 
|] the belief of an eternal Fi Ii Cauſe, and 
Judging, from the amazing marks of ex- 
ite fill that appear in all the parts of: -- 
the Univerie 


bat {lut / cn s. © 
al ili bs and 

purpoſe- 
Pg on and 02 70. 5 g 


ma, A 316 1 i the « OX, 


4 this creat Bing has ordered nothing hs 5 
with a iſe deſign, cannot Peru. ade hin- 
I ſelf to entertain a Geff icuble opinion of. u- 
mon life upon the I hole, nor look on 
this World as Eon ly a 
but, on the contr: ary, as 1 
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S ERNI. govern their conduct in order to fulfil the 
end of their creation, he thinks it moſt 
reaſonable to conclude, that they are pla- | 
ced here as in a ſtate of trial; and finds 
upon farther reflection, that a mixlure 
of good and evil, of proſperous and ad- 
verſc occurrences, is moſt ſuitable to ſuch |} 
4 pr chationary ſcene. But then he can- | 
not caſily believe, that the mezcitul Father 
of Man kind has ordain' d that they ſhould = - 
be afflicted with more evils, than are pro- + 
per to ſerve this uſcful deſign ; or that He | 
has allotted, univerſally and neceſſ 550 — 
ſo lar, ge a ſhare of m iſery, and 0 : 
plc: ſures to counter - ballance it, a _ : 
raiſe a ſtrong doubt about his own good- „ 
neſs— He cannot therefore admit, that 
| according to the courſe of Nature, and 5 
that was ſtrictly follow'd, the calamities | 
of life would be more than the comforts, 
the difficultics than the conveniencics of it. 


XIII. 


07 the true idea 


his he ſces to be a manifeſt contradiction 


to his own experience, and the expertevce | 
of all ages z and, beſides, ſuch a fuppo- | 
ſition would weaken the natural Re: word N 
of Virtue, and indeed the principel ar- 
gument, by which we can pretend . 


9 ove 


and improve! 


7 tand theſe Wor ds, 
- : is better than the 0 f 
I which T . anſwer, 
maxim, 


555 diſtrete, 1 m. ay indeed hold t 
without any reg gard to tut 17 ty; ba 
55 ng other vicw Can it he CEXTEN« le. | CE the 


1 caſe of honeſt and PT ſil 


rent of Human life. 


prove ſolidly the d ferenct of moral good 8 
and evil-- which argument is this, the 
| tendency of the former to happine /s, and 
of the litter to mifery. 


For if the plea- 


ſures reſulting from VI irtue are ſo trifling WE 


1 andi inc onfiderable as that the liſe of man ; 
is ſtill 2099 0 than death and Nen-extftence; — 
| this muſt deſtroy the whole force of ſuch 5 

_ reaſ6nins o, and render it 71diculous, 


Ir then virtuous men not only may be, 


1 but frequently are, in caſy and de fireable 
5 circumſtanccs, the queſlion here recurs up- 


on Us, 


that, a8 


It Can dt he 


[In ſome far ticular inſlance 's of WIC mum 


Inc, en Ging 
ordinar ble lings of lite A hd the 


in what tenſe we are to under- 
Ne Gy of Death 
rv of ones Birth? -- To _ 
uni ver ſal £5 
* terpreted 1 ina "way . 
5 conſiſtent with 777 15 46 exferience, un- 
1 I leſs we ſuppoſe another life W 0 


more ſub! tan tial and dur ab E happinects. 5 
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and goodncſe, than this — * That it, | 


" * cxpedtations | in it.“ 


10 conclude; ; Let not this engage our ” 
thoughts barely as a f. cal ation, but 8 
entertain'd as a pri chic. Feiniciple, „which SY 
it is of the utmoſt importance that "we. 
| tightly di geſt, and reduce to its proper te. . 
Let us end he time 9 our. fojeternt ns TY, 
here in the foar of God, and . conſci- N 
entious obe dience to his laws. Let | „ 


improve all th ec 4 Ae 8 a 1d 1dvan 


which we enjoy, in TCC -ommending . a 5 
ſupporting Religion, and "Prom oting - the. 5 1 - 
good | of our fellow-cteatures, Let our. 1 
wh ole lives be ſpent with honour, and 7 

uniform „ 


ce vaſtly more eli. TIDIC to be. lately rived: 1 
< at the end of a well-fpont lite, and ----; 
0 enter on a much Vi * Her „Mal, 710 of pr. Ure. 
m7 and undiſturbed pleaſe res, than to 5e 
on gin a paſſage through * World full ot 1 
80 uncertainty ; in x which we are. expoſed —— 
© 40.4 variety of diſappointments. and 
- * hardſhips, and ſnares di gerdus to our * 
« virtue: A World, which, when the bet | 
ec things are ſaid. of bw,” cannot deſcrve 55 
e that a wiſe man ſhould! be Paſſionat ly." 
" fond of it, or center bis << 70 Views and ] 


and mnprovement of Human life. 


uniform ſtcady integrity -- That in our 
| laft moments, when it is highly probable- 
| that neither en will blind, nor per di 


reſcoutment mitlead us, nor a 1 cial 


1 7 efticifm 3 icld us any real ſat'sfiction; 1 
fay, that in this ſpecial exigency- of Na- 
1 ws. W. hen things. are lik ly x to. appear 
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Sr RN. 
XIII. 


2 their proper colours. and trip” d of all 


„ 22 es; we may be able, upon the re- 
view of a conduct conformable to the 
| rules of virtue, to apply to our own caſe 
|} the words of the text, that the day of 
Death is better to us than the dry / our 
Birth - Tx 1 the / hope of eternal. life, 


T ri . 
Le God % cant ie ' hath pr omiſed.. | 


| 1 = S E R- 


3 
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5 The 1 e of God -under the 


---.--Joweſt capacities, with reſpect to the /e. 


8 E. R M 0 


e 5 IM ©» fo it, . de N 
L* 2 r e * Li 7 d Ton oe > 7 LY 


diſpenſ. [tion of the goſpcl, | not 
an external and ritual, but a 
moral conſtitution, 


: — —— ̃ æꝗ—ͤCM! 7 ———— 22 . . — 8 8 5 


Rox M. xiv. 17. 


8 Fir the hingdom of G is not 
meal and + ink; 5 but righteouſ* _ 


20%, and. Peace,” and. Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 


GAs XS 1 Is text is a moſt com meing S5 RA. 
and ſtrong demonſtration, that XIV. 
9887295 Chriſtianity | is clear and deter-. 
minate, and intelligible by the 5, 


tals of trac Religion; and that it has left 
DO 00 
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Of the eſſeutial conſtitution 


SER M. no room for a diſpute, what is the molt 7%. 
NIV. for tant and ſub frantral part Gt tlt--by having 
expreſtly reſolved it into th; at moral refti- 


{ude, that refinement and P urity of mind, 


and integrity of life a and ma ners, Whic! 
muſt be etern rnally a able and ufeſul, be 
coming Human nature, and ſuiccd to the 
e of all intelligent bir 173 accord- 
ing to ther var tous e cc, and by 
the immutable order of things, the only 
foundation of true honour and happine 19 
So that we may certainly co nclude, that all -: 
thoſe points in the Chr iſtian revclati tion, 
which have wid conſiderable degr rec of th... 


tricacy and d. Oy, * 15 nens chem, arc 
of inferior moment; and cannot be n. 


= ceſſarily Conn aeg viith the great and ul- 
timate end of W or det Mine the 
-. Rate of Mankind w. ith clation to the 


favour of God, 


Bur what a vaſtly dif, erent dew of re- 


1 "ER have the C97 Tuptors Of. Chriſtiani ty 
_ exhibited, from that 72775 mal and be autiſul | 
ſcheme, which was given by the fir: 
preachers of it! os worully have they - 
changed and digfigured its 97 iH, ſair 
; and lovely complexion, ſo that ſcarce any 


tr ace. | 


of the kinsdom of Godt. 
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traces of it appear! The kingdom of God SER M. 


in Popi/h countries is — faſting, ging Pil- 


grimages, ſprinkling with pretended Holy 


water, bowing and crinsins to crucifixes 3 
which have no more relation to real vir 
/ue, and the ſalvatiau of mens fouls, than 


differences of ain, ford, and climate, or 


the lneams nfs ant d ; otitres of their faces: * 


Nay, which is infinitely worſe, it is — be- 


Vic. bing againſt the plain jeſt dictates of Fea. 
Ee fon, nd the fulleſt demonſtrations of 
We 1ife 5 it is == an 232dolent or hypocr itical unity 


of f. aith; it is — tor tur ing © and e He- 


XIV. 


N 


relichs, and a horrid and mercileſs ingui- 


| fition, by which morality is ſacrificed to a 
Pretence of N. ligion, as infamous as Athe fin 
itſelf, And in Churches that may juſtly 

| boaſt of greate T pur ity, | and are happily 


RY eferme, from man v of the groſſer errors 
of this antichriſtian and perſecuting com- 
munion, the Lingdem of God is ſtill too 


5 much 4 22 4 by unworthy and low con- 


eptions ; by being ſappoted to confilt 1 in 


5 forms, and rituals, and ſpeculations,” and 


the perticular conſtitution of Churches, 


or in the fervors of a mechonical devation— 
As if the direct 2 928 of what t. Paul 


has 
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Of the efential con. trtion 


SERM. has aſſerted was true ; and chis hoty 
* kingdom was, in its . prin- 


7 


75 Fi. ext 


TY- 


> cipls, really nothing «fe but meat and 


drink, and matters in themſelves of e 


indifference, that derive all their weight 
from an arbitrary command ; in a word, 
a kingdom erected for the introduction 
and elbe 1t of ceremony and out- 
ward as; 'y, and not to prom: ote rruie 
guns, and adapted to the paſſions, i 5 
Bead of | ihe under/t; ending and ef 


ot men. | . 8 
Tur kingdom of Ged ſomctime: gl hes ” 


in By SL his univerſal dominim, as He 
is the Author and Preſerver of the immenſe 
fabric Ot Nature, which 18 abſolutely : 
5 ſubicct to his direction and controul ; 
which both ſubliſts, and produccs all its 


War and ncolt ſurpriſing effects, accord- 
1 to Jus origicl « eNoblithed ! laws. Thus 255 


0 read of bis mm Th y acts, ard the 0 2 | 
riolls Me Joſty 61 "hey" kingdom _ which - 
ruleth ever, and endureth th rough al, g= 


41 


| nerations. It is upon this ACC 2uUnt that 
- he is deſcr ibeg as iſſuing forth his order> 
obxxx . 


7985 to inunimate creatures, that thev n 
12. 47, | | ; 15 


O ud hat ſeever he 7911 mund. th them--rohethes 1 


85 fr $57 


true religion ; 


of the Linge 7 of God. 


A., 8 0 
wind ful- 


for conrection ,. for Mercy, 
hail, 2 Wand va pour, ftormy 
fil his wor Cy and they are 
ed as his je becauſe bey Cine 


| 10 this da 5 accerd; ng 7 his SA DE Pe; 
But though there is a great ſoice and 


mts, 


+" Elegance in theſe deſc: riptions, they are 


lain figurative ; and this phie -aſe, the 
kingdom of Goa, can have 
2 Toe meaning only. For in ſtrict 
5 Juſt. reaſoning, the idea of a Kingdom, 


_ and of Laws, neceſſarily ſuppoſes ch = 


fſubjef!s as are enducd wich intelligence 


5 and 2 al agency, and c. pable of yicld= 
the 
; Ende of God moſt propeily benifics | 


Ing «@ 


voluntary obedience. So that 


his 5 


rate mal and free beings; 


moral government, 


* hich, 


he 
And becauſe the 7 


5 18 as extenſive as he 


| and my! al Wor U. adi + 


. of any government are. 118 ellential frame 
therefore the kinodom of 
God | 18 juſtly uſcd ro denote the whole of 


which 1> only another plate 
for thoſe wiſe rules of luis moral Scveru- 


| and conſtitution, 


ment, 


and 


all repreſent- 
96+ 


here an 9/lu- 


and 


his empire over 155 
in the 
8 largeſt and moſt adequate notion of it, 
Intelli foal ; 


PC. cxlvin, 
Wo” 


Pt. cxix. 
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Oo the effential Conferitutioi 


8 ERM. ment, Which ndiſpe nfably oblige all » 
XIV. ſubjects to whom they are made. know 


Wr may add to this, that it WK? " 
World was univerſally depraved, and had 
corrupted the true religion, when it had 

revolted, from its only ſu preme and right- 
ful. governour, to imaginary and idol Dei- 
ties; if, I ſay, the true God was pleaſed 
graciouſly to interpoſe, to eſtabliſh his 

own authority, which by the generality 
was no longer acknowledged, and revive 
his original "hows. which were either not 

known, or not attended to: This reſto- 
ration of true religion, and ſtrong rein- 
Jorcement of it by the old motives of im- 
mutable reaſon, and by new diſcoveries, 
and peculiar aſſiſtances, graciouſly adapted | 
to the weakneſs and degeneracy « of Man- | 
kind, might, in an appropriate and em-. 
nent fake be {tiled his kingdom : Which | 
Was ſhamc fully diſhonoured, and in a 
manner quite loſt, in an ignorant and ſu- : 
perſtitious World; and Was only maintain. = 
ed by revelation in its full dignity, Wik 
the ſecurity of all its juſt rights, and or 

the good of his rational ſubjects. Ve 
ſee, therefore, with what a it tural and 


Ealy- 


5 Heaven, 


of the kinodom of God: 


caſy profriet: the ſtate of religion, or the < 


under the 
| diſpenf: tion ot the Goſpcl, is 10 frequently 


filed in the N 


government of moral agents 


of our Lord, pre: 
the kin: FAgm 


of Heaven was at hand; the 


710 formation of Me 8 hadi bits and practices | 
x 


e ing, in th c nature 


>f things, the % flep 


towards that 


Petition, 


e COMP: to 1 75 That thoſe 


wit, 
rules f en tec 1ſnofk 


« were enforced by the a! xthorit, of God. 
- 6 a2 INAE uten | 


"0 toi in For 


| b] 
os 


ew Teſtament the K ngdom = 
and the kingdom of God = We 
ce, why 8 5 Te 3 the fore- runner 
cid repentance, becauſe 
Matt. iu, 


refiud and ſtrict virtue, 
which the lays of this kinzdom enjoin ES 
We ſee what our Saviour meant by that 
in the excellent form or model 
of prayer Which he taught Nis diſciples— 


and pic! Y, v. hich 


8 to Pe 7 1555 1 4 
JS. „irie k CO | | 12 12 


a 


Matt. vi. 


1 


91 
* 
4er to obtain Ei- favour, i. nent be 


| 3 1 | | 6 | 
z unive | 1; al ly: bers & 4. yg ER? : [03 * _ 14 Kind 1 | 
5 5 4 Fs, 4 1 * 45 
; * Mt 55 ite, VV tl 1 oO! 80 N 3 ings 01 


| 1 Lo . 8 * 4 2 * ; % 2 * = 1 90 | 1 4 . Y : 
- ſupc.ior Gl Ger „ 6 0. be FINGTHE-TAL red Will : 
; 01 1 A 


* * N „ 
ub, - ales. Ot the. 
ver e eee Hike the 

e 1 it alas £ dee! e 
that ee ver. pes 


Ort al Uni 


gau rcaſon, 


* Foe 


Oo the eis conflitution 


SERM. ba. of God as a little child, i.e. with 


XIV. 


. 
Mark x. 


ls. 


| humility, openneſs, and ſumplicity of 
heart, he ſhall not enter therein; becauſe. 
theſe excellent diſpoſitions are the neceſ- 


 fary foundation of all proficiency in Di- 


vine Knowledge, and improvement in 
Virtuc. 1 


Eacu of theſe paſſages RE us to 


frame a diſtinct and clear idea of the EE = 
kingdom of God ſpoken of in the text; "of. 


which the Apoſtle has given this juſt and 
noble deſcription, that it i not meat and 


drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and 


fov in the Holy Gheft.-- That the joy here 


mentioned denotes ſomething of a Mor al 


nature, which is, at all times, as ff itly re- 
quired of us, as an obſervation of the 
rules of Feigbteoiſſneſ and Peace, may be 
fairly inferr'd from the general form of 


the propoſition itſelf, which intimates no 


diſtinction. And there is the greater pro- 


5 | bability of this, becauſe St. Paul has, 


1 The 


n 7 


225, 23. 


elſcwhere, exhorted Chriſtians to rejoice 

evermore; and has cxpreſſly inſerted joy 

in the ſame catalogue with-- love, peace, 

long ſuffering, g them %, goodne fs, meckneſs, 

andtemperan ance, which are all . Ws 
branches Ds 


of ie Lingdim ; of Goa. 
bandes of Morality. 
ther circumſtance much more material, 
and, I think, ſtrictly deciſeue For the 


* ords. immeciucly following t the text, re- 
preſent this Joy to be a part of the ſervice 
Fo which we owe to Cl; Ie Tf that religious 


mull render us appro 'd of Men. 


2 can- 


2 9097 
3.21 


But there is ano- S RM. 


XIV. 


fervice, which will not only coomrmend 8 
us to the favour of God, but, as. it: grecs 85 
with the fon timents of natural. reafinn, 


| not, therefore, with any propriety be ap- . 


plicd to accidental and involuntary ſenſa- 


28 or to thoſe in which we are en- 
ſome 8 and habit of mi 


And, thus confider d, 


25 reſt rain'd to 
ind, which 
it 7s in OUF GWM. fower to raiſe and 


FE cultivate. it may 


aptly denote _ alacrity and del 7791 1 1 72 7 vir 5 


tue, and in obcying the wiſe and equitable 


commands of God. Or elſe, if we ac- 


commodate the whole to that 2 ticular 
caſe, upon which St. Paul was then giving 


his judgment, we muit ſupp ſe that he in- 


eutian about 


culcated / 1ghtc6 fer 5 11 oppcBition to offence 
and injury; fuuce, in Spaten to dife ord, 


8 and engry «© oat meats and 


drinks, and 0¹ FOR matters of | Pdifference : ph 


And joy muſt ff and | oppoſed to the ge 


= OL. II. FO men- 


2 X — 1 " —y — - 
„ 
— _ . Y 


* . * > 
40 ; 
> . 
* 5 — 1 X -—_ = — —— — —— — — — +4 b — T n — - — = — — 
8 — 2.4 4 - 2 — 7 7 — . L — 8 5 - — 5 ** EF 8 - — 
- - = 4 2 = 2 — * 3 
9 — amn. — — 1 - — * — 2 a 1.4 = —" "EY _ — ——— 1 — — — 
. 4 — - 4 C : — A = « - : T2 TIN _ x. a= _ * — 2 * E "= = _ 
. Ti ID I . — - -— = : 7 — - — == =— A 2 — 2 - = = = _ 
_ - . . . — — — __ - , _ 
— —— —— — —_— — —-—„—ę— — 8 - — 
— 2 - . — 1 — - Ke -- > = 2 2 — -. X — — — 8 
> EE” 12 - 8 8 — — — — * — = = - 
> - . ; 3 4 _— - 
. :; . 5 - . — — — 
1 4 . - ” — = - — 2 — == — 2 _— > N = ” — — 
- N - —— : 2 = 5 -_ — — - 
\ — _ I . . — — — — — - 7 — — - * 0 = - 
— . . [ a . — — — — —— - - 
£ p — . = 5 — — — — Y 4 - : 
- > _ > b J — — — * £ - 2 2 
— 4 — : = =>. : — — — S — 
- = = = — —— — — — = . \ 
2 2 * _ Jo - N — > 


— — 
* = * — — 2 — 7 — — - — "= 
— co: Hl TE - — — p . — — N - 4 — 
2 8 = — nee _ — — = - — — 
— — p = - = — = — — 
ES 2? 22 2 2 _ I -—S* * 2 2 2 
1 = . - o - — = * 2 —_ « _ = 
————_— - - = by 
— = 1 


3 ” 
— — — — munen 
_ - — —— ä * 
—— n 
— 
— — — 
5 — 


— 
<a. * 


Of the 4 lj, ential C07 itil ibi, 
ment; oned in the I 5th verſe Bu: ft if thv.. 
brother be grieved with thy meat, no 
WA keſt thn not charitably F and 10 it will 


ſignify le light i in dons . an d in uſing 


our conſtant enden wours diffuſe aid: 


render that joy univerſal, Gh the Chi. 
ſtian religion naturally inſpircs. I. ſhall D” 
only add, that we are under no neceſſity of 

confining the words, 7, or bv, or through _ 
[the energy and influence of] the Hely G bal. 


to joy; becauſe they may, both in reaſon, and 


as they ſtand in the 7ex? itfelf, be equally 
cim cl with rightecuſueſs and peace. S0 


that the whole of what the Apoſtle has 
aſſerted will admit of this ealy paraphraſe, 


ms 


Et 


that | the þ ingdom of God, with reſpect 


| 7, 


to its eſſe ntial frame, 75 not. meat aud 
4, 15 no -any thi ning merely external and 5 
und ritual; but rightes orfheſs, peace and 
"6 „ and; upon che ſame foundation, 


ic 


all tho other moral virtues, w hich 


0 arc the fruit ol the Spir it. The 51 lv d ditfi- Fu 
culty that occurs in this paſſage beine 
now removed, 15 procccd to make 1 cw 
natural rema ks upon. It. : , 


Ax my un RET: obſervation is this, th ] 
be lefs religi on 1 encumber d by, obier- 


Vs ance 


i) 7 the hung dom of God. | 
\ LINCCS of. an exiornal nature, It 18 by 0 
much the more perfect. By external ob- 
[EFVAnces,. s Mean Vibes and ages tha 


om 


are in their own nature indiffer „; and 


we > when ey ard not intro duccd and 
. 555 1 2 — , ” 
Bog 1 ane by a 2 A, 'S / 2 dien 15 


a A 5 Thy 3 „ "ep ON 
15 have a „e. ative on * 500 * l. 08 ; but 10 


Peu, at and 77700 art 7010 n NY an The 


ſubſtantial Princip es ond. ducts of Tell. 


gion. | And that true 4 Lien IS always, 
797 7 gdign, | more excelent; tlie le of 
this kind it has mien corn aud blended 
with it, is ſurcly a very quit and fair 3n- 


ference from the tc „ Kor it i i 


8 


aflerti 1G in other tei mms, : (hat he ee 
fridly the kingdom of Cod i: confined, 
to its effential N 1d confine, and 5 


the more nearly religion >. contcrined to 
the eternal itanda og OL R i 1 2. aint the 
original rules | of #$; 0 7 15 72 5 Li > B57 1 
more lovely and Vo Hera! JF; ity. 1110 
more uſeful to Ala IK aid. Ns 


AEL: Cer TON! GUS 2 G 


44 a+ 


the eir foundation in the ene, C ur rf. 


/ 


and fol b aste 2 f | the Of I. _— of | 
. Or I.” The ate anne CAC to fall 
Be Z Of 5 . 5 rolt- 


| 95 and | / \ mL Gow 
= licel Mvjteri, {OS 7-011 ꝛcligion, IVC er Dad : 


* 2 
5 as * — 
— — 2 = - 
— 2 — 
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- 


Of: the "je tial onfliturion 
1 religions, to que the cafily-aſtonith'd 
and credulous multitude, and, by an out- 
ward fſhew of magnficence and folemmty, 
fo to engage and captivate the hes, that 
Reſon hl have nothing to do ; which, if 
it was not blinded by an outward glare, 


and u eee ſtrong addreſs to the Paj- ed 


fonts, would be apt to dive too deep into 
0 the impoſtare. And when a Fon polis ſer- ; 


er, and a numerous train of Rituals, 


| hive been = i/oly enjoin a it was only 
for this reaſon, becauſe. the people were 
bigotud to „ eſlition, and enſlav'd to 
ao imaginations; 2 V -ould have re- 


nounced the worſhip of the true God alto- 55 


gener, and have fallen in with the moit 
ſtupid and barbarous of the neiglbouring Z 
= Fir! itries, if they had not Leen. induls” 4 


with an inmacert ceremonious religion 4 


their own, and kept under d. Fipline by 


ſeparat] ing and diſcriminating laws.-: St. 


. 2 ant has therefore deſeribod the ee 
15 Wy | of Rituals ( nough it e OL 


ET 
4 
"wg 


tho Tore iſh nathan under e m ot der: > | 
bafing an mol contempt?! ble images, fach ; as: 


Fd Þ G15 15 "1101; cos | 750 00e 4 itil 7 9 8 


of the / a galant of Goll. 

% reformation — eat and be garhy cl 8 
ments, and the like; and has repre Gned XI 
5 the 10. Ky 55 CON ſidering £12; POPs 10 118 
qua Ii: y of Mz; 07S, W nom n 1 ay 
to koep, in their infent. 2 mM 552 5 
vnde ＋ 2 ts of the cc - Th IC Toe IE 
mea ming of which rev: elem Nation is this 
that becauſe they cad not dine? the 
rational religion of Men pri: ire and un- 
alloy d, it was dreſſead up, figured, and 
adorned, to fait it to their childijh pre- 

| judices; -becauſe they would not be in- 
fluenced by the fmphcity of naked truth 
and virtue, they were TOVC ern'd aud kept 
in order by euthority, | and their /onſos were = 
engaged to iſt and ſupply the T is 
of: reaſon. All which, - Ehok gh wu 
juſtly directed in ſuch an irre ef fun. 


ation and fate Of things, i is an e 
proof of the ttc of their religious 
cConſtitution confiacr'd 72 77/7, and that 
Chriſtian ity, which has aboliſhed the lm of ©. 
commandments containe: 7; z ordicances, and 
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ER mankind. 80 chat be, * n by 4 ſtrict ns 
regard to juſtice, and a regular entward _ 
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munity to which he belongs, and deſerves | 
upon thi at acc Ut it efteem and Pre ile, may 


een 


— — — — 


„/ the kingdom of God. 329 
be, at the ſame time, a diſorderly and SRM. 
rebellious ſubje J of the kingdom of God, XIV. 
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lows, that Re11610N, as ſuch, cannot be 
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| And, thercfore, the inſtitutions of civil 

ſocicty may as eaſily be extended to all 

„ble ine ſentiments and ſpeculations of 
men, whether relating to. philoſophy, 
220 trade, private Occonomy, Or any other the 
moſt indifferent ſubjects — — as they can be 5 
to Reli Zion, which is a pr rinciple ſeated . 
the heart. All that ſuch laws can be ſup- _ 
: poſed to do! is, to enjoin one outward ¹„ͤ„„ 
aſlion and form of Religion: But if "wy - 
order was univerſally complied with, 
might have no manner of conneftion wich 
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Of the efſential conſlit tige 


6 Vi, that a are not eſſen nal parts of Religion; 


v rich. is an abſurdity cven to common 
ſenſe. But, on the contrary, if all he 
_ eſſent;al branches of Religion, are like 
viſc all the recr//ory branches of Reli- 
gion, then the conſequet.ce is moſt pluinly 
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ſupremè authority. 
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- juſt repreſentati ion of the ſubſtance of Na- 
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ore ſpiritual and exalted id men, 1 
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1pect and vencration that ought. to be SERM. 
. paid to the Chi 1ſtian Revclati ion, the Pecri- 
ar prerovntives and excellencies of ic h, 
Itlank ic both my duty and honour to af- 
I ſert and vindicate ; and therefore 1 readily 
allow, that it bs tmpreved Natural Re- 
2 ligion to its 125 rſh pe rfcction, and urged 
19 and enforced the pr: cler of it, not only 
1 from che comm. 2 frinci, los of Te FU but 
s | by vddit: na motive S, W hich It Was Wor thy 
of God 0 pr oroſe, as they are fitted to in- 
1 fluence his intellig nt creatures. But, not- 
| witiilte nadir © 03418, Tcannot apprehend, that 
T there 7 4 7 Y We tut in the obj ction.— | 
4: For (1,7) che Lingdom of God, in the wri- 
N tings 5 85 Pa ut. eve ſignifics mere natus 
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ef luin'd in the deine of Ctr: ft and his 
Apoſtles. ---Howcver, if we ſhould admit, 
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SEVERAL other remarks will readily 
occur to us, on reading the paſſage of 8. 


Y Paul which J have choſen for the ſubject 
of this diſcourſe ; but a8 J have not time to 
expatiate, 1 ſhall content myſelf with juſt 
mentioning one obſervation more -— The 5 

Apoſtle hath wiſely aſſerted, that he who © 

Me rveth Chrift, by the ſtrict and conſtant 
= practice of the wunchangeable and efential - 
duties of Religion, is approved of men, as 
well as acceptable t God: By which is 
meant, that he not only actually enjoys, 
but is juſtly entitled to, eſteem and reſpect 
from his fellow-creatures. And as con- 5 

traries will naturally produce contrary. . 

effects, St. Paul has by this ſtrongly i inti- 
matcd it to be his opinion, That the 
* being cxact and rigorous in Rituals, but : 

. defettive we in Morals, and laying more 

« ſtreſs on outward forms, than on the in- 

64 ward habits of 71g, teouſneſs and good. 

* nefs, is the moſt effectual method that 5 

can be taken to expoſe ourſelves, and le 

8 Religion which we thus dith zondur, . 

46 the 1 1 Jqfhr obation and contem bi of al E 
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every age, and the multitude of Infidels Sr. RN. 
who have ſtarted up on this very pre- 


: tence, afford too clear and ſad a proof. 


XIV. 


LET us therefore endeavour, 2s much... 


. to thoſe 


as in us lies, to wipe off this: aſperſion from 
our holy faith. - In order to which, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that we avoid the ex- 
treme of Superſtition, Which is the parent 5 
of CETeMONIOU efneſs ; ofa tin wel picty, con- 
ſiſting in gaudy trifles ; and of infinite = 
unavailing tricks to appeaſe, ſooth, „ 
flatter a ſuppoſed reſentful, but capri icious, „ 
| Deity. -- And while we are carcful to pay | 
1 becoming regard to the 60% tive precepts 
. of our religion, as they are enjoined =: 
. the authority of God to whom all obe- 
dience is due, and admirably calculated to 
improve our virtues; we muſt always i 
member to allow the chief” place to the 
| novightier matters 5f te late, i. 
natural and indiſenſabl. Antics, which ES 
(sas has been before obſerved) will ee Th 
bl ige every rational. Being in the Uni- 
| 1 3 and are the med; ate and only 
* ſupports of Moral order, rectitude, and 
- _ 


Marth 5 8 


ZX111. 5 Th: 


life of religion. 


1 Di 0 R. viii. 1 


have mot. char ity, = 7. iy ofireth | 
me nothing. 


=f B & 7 | has 922 ol, and "hs £ 0 . 
: Re hd Go \ 
| DESI ly and admirably deſeribe d 1 
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Ard though I Fa all my goods 
ts red the poor, and thaugh F : 
give my body 70 be burned, and. 0 


this chapter, is meant that Goilike 8 
ciple of Beney olence and Love e to Man- 
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pe eradicated without diftorting it, and 


offering violence to its Faculties and In- 


Univerſal charity the 
kind, which has its root fo deep. in the 
frame of Human Nature, that it cannot 


ſtincts; which the Relations that we bear 


to each other ſtrongly plead for; and 5 
Vvqhich is the univerſal Spirit ordained to | 
ani mate the moral World, and to be tl e 


| Cement and Prop of Society. That this 


was what the Apoſtle had in view, will 
admit of no diſpute, when we have exa- 
mined his own account of it, and of ie 


| Chara#teriſtick marks by which! it may be . 


known, in the verſes immediately = 
lowing the text. Charity, ſays he, / uf- 1 
T tha long, and 1 Kin; Charity envieth : 
ner; Charity waunteth not itfelt, * wat 1 


pPuſed wp, aoth not. behave itſelf unjeemly, 
Fecletl nat ber cwn, is not ecfly provoked, 


 thinkith no evil, rejcicetb not in iniquity, ” 
T5 but rejuiceth in the truth, bearetb all 


things, belicveth all ths, ; bopeth all things 


endureth 4⁴¹ things. 


Tris refined. and exalted 4 1— 


every one of the Icaſt reflection muſt ſee 5 


to be infeparably connected with the idea 


t true Kl Sion, and of the fit i - rank 5 


. among. 8 
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among Moral Virtucs. --- W 5858 there is Se RM. 
not Benevolence to Men, it is abſolutely XV. 
impoſſible that there ſhould be a ſincere WOW: 

Piety towards GO p: Either a juſt regard 

to his Natural Laces; or a grateful vene- 
ration and acknowledgment of his Uni- 

5 verſal Goodnefs ; or a becoming ſenſe of 
bis 70% and precious deſign 1 in thoſe ſoft 
7 and kind affections, thoſe tender feelings 

of compaſſion, by which he hath diſtin- 
5 guiſhed and enclled our frame. For how 
can we honour him, whoſe Auth: ority we 7 

directly oppoſe; whoſe Creatures we de- 

fpiſe ; whoſe Example we refuſe to imi- 
tate? Or devoutly reverence and adore 

his /Vi/dom, when we contradict the prin- 

cipal End, to whi ich he has — * our 
„„ ee Moral Conſtitution ? — - Again, 5 
TY Where Bene volence 18 wanting, it is ab- 
8 ſurd to exp? 2& the uninterrupted and im- 

| partial exerciſe of Tuſtice, For why 
ſhould they pay a ſcrupulous. reg gard to 
| the Rigbis of others, who have no con- 

cern for their Happineſi? Upon what 
15 principle 1 mean a ſure and ſteady prin= _ 
. - apt). can the fi of theſe be maintained, 

5 1 the 2 be N ? Sel 2 FT 
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SE R M. indeed, and wwrldly pr udenco may incline 


NV. 


Unive ; ul has "ty the 


a Man, who has but little humanity. and 


-  friendlineks, and nothing of generoſity, in 
"Ins temper, to preſerve a fair ſhew of 
Equity in his public dealings, and avoid 
notorious inſtances of fraud: But what 
can be a check upon him, if he thinks 
that his reputation is ſafe, and lis honeſty. 
un ſuſpected] ? What can reſt a7 him from 
practiſing fraud and oppreflion m ſecret ; 
when he 1 . that he is hid within 
1 cloſe digi iſe , and that his baſe and ! ini. 
yh quitous conduct” 1s likely to Eſcape the 
cenſure of the World, and the cognizance | 
of IIuman Laws? e is nothing of 
this kind that a / liſh ſpirit 1 is not capable oo 
of; it cannot be truſted out of firht, nor 
deſerve to have any degree of cmmfidence - 
: repoſed in it: And as * 115 ſeemingly 
equitab!e bchas iour, in caſes that arc con- 
ſpicuous and lie more open to publick 1 
view, cen this, if Noral Aiken Are 
fairly weigh'd, cannot pais ſor juſtice, bat 
_ muſt be looked dq upon as the effect of „„ 
and policy ; as being honeſt from neceſſity, N 
and not out of choice. And as, <wihort _ 
 Benev lence, it is ſcarce Fete! that there 


fowl . 


effence and life of reli T1. 
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ſhould be cither Pity, or Fuſtice. it is Se RN. 


cgually abſurd to imagine, that there can 


be a ſtrict courſe of Sobriety and Tem- 


' perance. For it is unqueſtionably plain, 
from the very natur of things aud com- 


mon experience, that the principle Of 


U ves -/al C harity is one of the ſureſt 
: guards we have againſt the encroach- 


ments of licentious appetites. The Man 
who is animated by a warm and lively 


XV. 


ſenſe of fecial virtue can allow himſelf : 
in no purſuits, which arc repugnant to 
| the good of Society: Nor can he, who 5 


Jucerely Iowes his neighbour, conſent to 
. gratification of thoſe ir regular deſires, 

that dete with his proce, and honour. 
But if he has nothing of a public ch ſpirit, 


no prevailing humanity and goodneſs I -- 


1 diſpoſition, Corruſi Inc Farm muſt 
1 have a large e Je Ve, in which to excrt chem 


5 ſelve "eB Pr de and Envy will poſſers and 
= torment. him, — And. in- ward order and = 
© nouns will be deſtro cd, to intro- ” 
duce that der lo: able ſtate of confi 2 and i 
anarchy Y. which always attenas 1 uncon- 


rronled and t umultuous Pat 6 
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 SeRM. TURESE reflections are directly ſuited . = 
l AP to the reaſon and dejizn of St. Paul's ob- | » 
EY ſervation in the text, and help us to ſee 55 


the true ground on which it reſts. For 
ſince it appears, that a charitable and WW 
ne volent temper is the neceſſary ſapport 1 
of all rational Religion, the chief ſecurity 1 
of the univerſal and mutual rights of 
Mankind, an effectual check to the pow- 1 
erful and baneful influence of hoſe de 22 es, 
- and, in ſhort, that there can be no ſafe 
| commerce, no agreeable ſociety, no real 
virtue, but what is either built on this 4 
as its foundation, or cloſcly and nearly | 
allied to it; we can no longer wonder at 
the peculiar fireſs which the Apoſtle aas 
laid upon it, nor at that uncommon ftrength © 
and emphaſis with which he expreſſes hin- 
ſelf, when he ſays, - Though I ſpeak with | 
| the tongues of Men and. of Angels, and. 4 
Lbuave not Charity, J am become as ſounding | 
5 trafs, or a tinkling cymbal. And thugh | 
T have the gifts of prophecy, and under- 
and all myſteries, and all knowledge ; awd 1 - 
"ng - J have all faith, ſo that I could - | 
remove mountains, and have no Charity, | 
1 am en — Aud e 1 — 2 ol ” 
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my goods to fred the poor, and though T give 8 ERM. 
my bod, ts be burned, and have not Cl.ari- XV. 
e fy, TH Pr tet me nothing. e 

Tur two firſt of theſe paſſ ges are 
eaſily apprehend: ed. Bat in the text, 
there ſeem to be conſiderable dijiculties, 
that want to be reſolved. For can it be 
ſuppoſed, chat a ma: may be liberal and 
elf to his ewe creatures, to ſuch an 
bo extraordinary degree as is here repre- 5 
ſented, without the inward Habits of 
Benevolence and Gecducſi ? Ot is it con- 
cciveable, that he ſhould olumtarily fe" 
fer Death for aſſerting the Truth and Ex- 5 
cellence of Religion, and at the ſame 
= time be deficient in a moſt important and 
5 ential Branch of Merality ? The World 
N are apt to appropriate the name of Charity 
* expreſſions of Munificence and Bounty 
to the Diſtreſſed and Indigent ; they look 
8 upon a perſon's expending bis worldly Goods, 
of which the Gencrality are ſordidly tena- 
_ cious, as the moſt ſubſtantial proof that 
can be given of a ind and friendly Diſpo- 
ſition, and a ſtrong ſenſe of Humanity: 
And 70 lay down our lives in Defence of : 
Beten affords the cleareſt preſumption 8 
. oy fp 
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V niverſal charity the 


in nature of our Reſolution and Integrity 


How then 1 is it to be imagined, that theſe 


things can ever be performed; where the 


true Spirit or any of the neceffary Prin- 


i ciples, of Virtue are wanting ? Theſe may 
appear to be perplex' d and intricate Pro- 
| blems, that are very hard to be rationally 
5 explained. J ſhall therefore endeavour to 
render them thoroughly intclligible, and": 
ſet them in a proper light; becauſe the 
having a right idea of the Apoſtle $ Deji, on 
is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to our 
making juſt obſervations. upon what he 
has advanced, for the Improvement of our ” 
Minds, and the better regulation of our 
Behaviour. 5 
Some have thought, that. St. Paul. in . 
5 this paſſag ige, ha 48 only Juppojed a Caſe, with- 
out det crmining cither that it ever tid, or 
ever cuil, or can happen; with a view to 


impreſs on the minds of the Corinthians, 


with greater f Tee, a due ſenſe of the 

ſublime nature, and univerſul unchange- | 
able N + of tlie Divine Virtue IN 
Charity. $6 the wha Ss fys amounts > 
to no more tlun this, That if it 70 5 
i Bible for a Man, ecitienrs of this en. 

„ cellent 5 


effence and life of 18 —5 1 
* cellent qua lit y, to be lg o!1 his Goods SE R NM. 
F  f8: feed the P 097, and ge 1 Be. 'y th be AY. 
PM burned, all this ſeeming Generofity and 
„ hceroick Virtue would be inſufficient to 
[1 recommend him to the Acceptance and 
Favour of Go p.“ And indeed it muſt 
be owned, that ſuch ji7:t79s Caſes occur 
both in Scripture, and in the Writings of 
the moſt celebrated Human Moralitts ; 
and are very allowable in point of Pro- 
pricty and richt Reaſoning, ſince they 
: thee: an Argument in the "ran force, 
| that Tuapingtion can repreſe wrt in: And 
i it holds good, when it is thus agora- 
| vated, and painted in the Menge colours, 
it muſt be much more concluſive in the 
leſſer Inſtances, that happen in real Life. 
Nay, I will make no ſeruple to grant ſur- 
ther, that this Phraſc, 0 beer b all our 
£ Gods to feed the Pour, might be designed 
to convey no other Idea th mn that of a 
large and generous Liberality: : But with 
. this ſingle Limitation, what St. Poul has — 
2 ſuppoſed, for any thing that appear. to 
the contrary either in rea aſon or experi- 
. encc, may: adually Nee, For, 5 


7 —— nile) panes — 


Fir. 
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| Univerſal charity the 


Finsr, A Man may expend. a great 
XV. deal both in publick and private Bene- 
WY actions, and yet be deſtitute of that mild 
TS” and gracious ſpirit of Benevolence and Cha- 

rity to his Fellow-creatures, which Chri ?:. 
ſtianity ſo warmly and earneſtly incul- 
| Cates: He may want, notwithſtanding this 
glittering Shew and Pomp of Munificence, 
ſome of the principal and moſt neceſſary 
 Tngredients of Charity; or cultivate ſuch 
Habits, and entertain himſelf with ſuch 
proſpects and Purſuits, as are dircctiy n- 
: con ent with it. There are ſeveral views, 
in which the Poſſibility of the Caſe 8 
I have now put will be clear beyond ex- 
ception, -— Let us imagine a Perſon, then, 
do be naturally of a kind, communicative, 
and generous Diſpoſition and if it be 
found that ſuch a one, following the. 
| friendly Biaſs of his Confitution and innate 
P Propentities, in ſupporting and providing 
for thoſe who are in want, may . 
defective with reſpect to the genuine Tem- 
per, and many of the moſt important —- 
Offices, of Charity, the point in Debate 
muſt be look d upon as fully determined ; 
5 and here are few Caſes, . beſides, that can 
- be 


eſſence and life of religion. 


be attended with any conſiderable Din- * 
wp: Now this will appear to be very 
poſſible upon ſtating the matter fairly; of 


5 which the following is a true and juſt 
repreſentation. A Man who has native 


openneſs of Heart, and the ſeeds of Gene- 


roſity and Compaſhon plentifully ſown 


in bis very Make, will of courſe comply 
uh every ſoſt and good-natured ſug- 
geſtion, and indulge a ſenſe of Humanity, 
as long as Nature is allowed to operate 
regularly, and is not obſtructed, or turn'd 
aſide from its proper biaſs, by ſome other 


Principle of ſuperior ſtrength and influ- 


{- ence. But when irregular Paſſions, "= Wins 
| narreto and contracted quality, and 22 
chievous | in their conſequences, bear ſway ; 3 

br any private views are fondly and in- 

tenſcly puiſucd, which are repugnant to 


the Geod Fathers; theſe will of neceſſity 


1 deſtroy the Exerciſe of Charity i in the par- 
ticular Inſtances in Which they prevail, x 
: though it may difcover itſelf, in a manner 
that ſeems unconſtrained and officious, in 
© othe er Caſes, where there is no corrupt In- 
clination to fuſpend or controul its Impulſe 


and Energy. Thut it may happen, that a 


kern 5 


Lniverſal charity the 


8ER N. Perſon may be quite clcar from the baſe 


and fordid taint of Covergufneſs, and, hav- 


FO ing nothing to check his natural Corres 


ſity, may be liberal almoſt to Pr of uſeneſs ; 
and yet, at the faine time, he may be of 
a fil, NCHS, Of FOUL nzful, of a Pi vid, 


envicus Temper : And his Sufpicions ma 'y 5 
make him harſh i in his Cc aſurcs; his Pride 
may i! duce him i» be dominecring and. 
inſolent; his Envy. may lead him to De- ” 


traction and Caluinny, and infamous un- 


derminia: z Arts 83 and bis habit of Reverie 

may inſpire implacable Reſentment and 

, Crueliy. And 5 this Le hi 18 unhappy 
State, itisa moſt obvious and certain Truth, 
tha t though he Ges all his C90 «19 feed : 


the Poor —He þ: 25 10 Cl bar. 75 


T: NERF are er a] «her © 1 23 char 1 
need but juit. mention, 111 W! 117 ch e SU; . 
2 ir 7¹ made i12 the text may be likewiſe: -- 
ve d. - — It i 15 poſſible, a as every. one will : 
admit, that a Man way be very. commu- 
5 nicative and lier al out Gf 77070. Ojients C | 
. Nay, it is not hard to conccive, that 
from T0908 Pr inciple, and to ell. ablith a Cha- . 


ws $3 — 


11 


«© 


1 


* 


; racier eminent for Generolity, he may | SS 


. manifoces f eve n to Exoeſs and Predigalit 5. 
5 N beyond 5 
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beyond what his Rank and Circumſtances, S1 L R M. 


and the demands of his Family and more 


immediate Dependents, will in Reaſon and 85 


Equity admit of. For there is no Principle 
more warm and vchement, or that will 
carry a Man farther than Pride; even 


| ſometimes, when Reſpect and Honour are 
moſt likely to be ſecured by aſſuming that 


Form, in plauſible and ſpecious Arts of 


Goodneſs. And every Inſtance of this kind 
may not only be performed without the 
Aßgeclians and Habits of Univerſal Bene- . 
dolence, and Chriſtian Charity; but when 
tlie Diſtreſſes of the Needy are not in- 
85 wardly felt, nor their Wants really commi- 
ſerated by a tender and relenting Heart—— 
1 ſpeak. not theſe things. with a view to 
die pretiate the Merit of Bounty to the Poor, 5 
or to give it a I and zrvidious turn, It 
is, without doubt, an exalted. Pitch of 
Virtue, and a Divine Employment, when 
OL ſprings from a Sul truly compaſſionate 
and generous: And the thought of . 


rale it muſt be rejected with Diſdain 


and Horror by every one who has a value 
9 for Chriſtianity, or the ſpirit, ſentiments, and 
G fre: of a Man. This however, mult be 


allowech 
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TU uiderſal charity the 


allowed to be a natural Inference from 
what has been faid, v2. that the Eſſence 
of Charity docs no. confiſt in Almſgiving ; 
___ which1tormsbut an 77 conſiſtent and unfmiſh'd 
Character, when it is ſeparated from habi- 
tual Juſtice, Condeſcenſion, and Candour, 
and a friendly Diſpoſition towards all our 
Feellow- creatures. I ſhall oily add uader i 
this Head, that a Man of an uncharitable 5 
Spirit, and who indulges to many inju- 
rious Vices, may readily fart with his 
 Eftate either to the Church (as is fre-. 
quently ſcen in Pepiſh Countries, where 
the Temporal Gain of pretended Godlineſs De 
is immenſely great) or to the Poor (if he 
thinks that this Sacrifice will be equally 
acceptable) as an -{/zonement for his Immo- 
ralities ; for Adultery, and Oppreſſion, # 
Fraud, ad Malicc. And thus a mere cut. 
ward Sbeto of Charity will, bya prudent „ 
management, cover a multitude of Sim; 
and be made to compenſate, as a fort of 
an Equivalent, for the real want of Cha- 
"iy; | N 
5 Bur What ſhall we y to a Perſon? J 
_ giving his Body to be burned ? Is it poſſible = 
2 8 for bim to be 0 much i in earneſt, ſo * 1 


— 


5 8 


„ 


OW: 


Hence and life of religion. 
and reſolutely attached to the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Religion, and, at the fame time, 
to be a ſtranger to the principal and IT oft 
vital part of it? — 1 would no more be 
underſtood, in this Branch of my Ditcourſe, 
to undery value the Fortitude and Conſtancy 
of a brave and heroick Sufferer for Truth, 
than I would be thought, in the former, to 


have det7 -atled from the Excellence and juſt. 


Praiſes of Liberality. It cannot be denied, 
that the bearing o ſtrong and critical a 


| Teſtimony, undaunted by the violence of 
Torture and the terrors of Death, affords 
. — 4 moſt probable fr eſumbtion of a great 


; Mind, of Honour, Sincerit y, and an eſta- 


bliſhed Virtue. But that there may be In- 
: ſtances of ſuch uncommon Zeal and Cou- 


| r: age, where Charity, the moſt ook mag? 


- conſtituent i in a good Man's Character, 
im a great meaſure wanting; that _ 
ſuch Inſtances, 1 ſay, may happen (which 
is the only Point that my Argument leads 
me to prove) will plainly appcar from the | 


following Conſiderations. 


eie. That we know not wha * 5 
grees of natural Intrepidity particular Per- 
Jons are poſſeſſed of, or the /ittle Value 
ÿt; och 
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Sr RM. which they ſet on Life. And if either 


XV. 


the boldneſs of their Tempers makes them 


Wo deſperate, or their cares and diſquictudes 


prompt them to ſeek Death, their dying 

in a good Cauſe will have fo much the 

leſs of Selj-demal in it; and, conſcquently, To 

though it demonſtrates the Steadineſs of 

| their Reſolution, it will not be ſo clear an 

evidence of the Strength of their Virtue, 5 

as 15 generally 1m: agincd. — Again, The 

power of Enthu/t cha 18 ſurpr ifing and unac- 

countable even in vicious Characters. It . 
- inſpires a frantick zeal, to inflict ſevere and 


7” ' tormenting Pennances for the expiation E 


Sim z A it would therefore be no wonder „ 


at all, if the ſame Principle, wrought up 


ſomewhat bigher, inſpired a reſolution to 


ſubmit to Death. — Or elſe, a Pubborn 7 
Honour way make a Man chuſe rather to 


di, than be contemned and reproached SE 
Inſtability and Cowardice, eſpecially, if he 
is truck with the peculiar Glo py of the e 

Crown of Martyrdom, and believes that 
His Sufferings will intirely obliterate his 
Guilt, and intitle him to an extraor dinary 


5 Reward, notwithſtanding all his defects 


| and 1 weites. This hope of obtaining | 
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n certain Pardim, and an eminent D. gie Sr RM. 
of Happineis hereafter, is enough to make XV. 
a Zelit and a Martyr of one who has in TS 
truth, very little love of Religion, . 
gard to ſocial Virtue : 80 that he may give : 
= his Body 70 be burned, and yet nt have 
5 Charity. -- — As there | is no reaſon to doubt, 
but that many a wicked Mabometan has 
derived an invincible br avery, and con- 
f tempt of Death 1 in war, from the encou- 
raging and elevating expeCtation of being 
received immediately into Paradiſe, if it 
was his lot to dic fighting for the propa= 
Ja tion and Ae nt a his Religion. 
Thus kh ave I largely ſhewn, that the Caſes, 
- which St. Pas-] has Pg in the Text, 
may both ailually happen, and are not 
8 mere imagined Caſes, to illuſtrate his ſub- 
15 ject mor ſerongly, and impreſs a more 
efficacious ſenſe of it: And from hence, 
the following Obſervations n aturally ariſe, 


"Finer, Th at Cheradters are not to be 1 
7 denominated {rom /ino/e acllont, but from 
the inward Habits and Dijpoſutron: of 0 
Mind, and the general courſe of Life. A 
< Pierſon, we have ſeen, may perform 3 
A 2 „„ 


350 
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very ſplendid and. to outward appearance, 


| heroick Acts of Virtue, and not deſerve 
the Character of being a viii Man. 
Ile may be liberal te the Poor, and not, 


in the proper extent of the Phrase, a cha- 
ritable Man.--- He may have the Patience ” 


and For tirude of a Ma tyr, and not be 4 


, religious Man, --- and be abſteminus even 
=: rigour in certain Points, and, on par- 
ticular occaſions, continent to admiration, 


but not, upon the whole, S cha le or ter = 


perate Man.“ 


: mate, be placed to the Princ pie from 
which it flows. And, therefore, if an Act 


EVI EY Action muſt, in a mg ral efti- WY 


of Beneficence be perfor med folcly | for 
 Oltemtatio, and to gain Applauſe, tt is 


Selfſhneſs, and Pride, and - not Charity. 
And from hence it Gallows: that though | 

the Characters of Men, if determined and 
judged of only by their Conduct, will fre- 


quently appcar mixed, and, ſometimes, . 


to be tempered with an equal pr oportion 
of Good and Evil; yet as one predomi- 


nant Principle may govern and influence 


the whole, the real Character may differ 
8 fro om the apparent one, and be a more 


un er, n 


eſence and life of religion. $09 
un: 1 Piece than is commonly ima- SE RM, 


5 gined, whether of Pride, or Avarice, or XV, 
of 1 and Boney lence. 3 SYN. 


Se ONDLY, We learn from the Text, = 
that Religion and Virtue form a complete 
and conjiltent Character: So that a partial _ 
Religion is in reality an trreligicus Cha- 
| rater; and a partial Virtue a vicious Cha- 
racter. For the Sncer//y of our Religion 18 
conliſts in obſerving the whole of Rel _ 
gy | gion ; and it is a ani conte empt of Vir- 
tue, to diſregard any of its Obligations: 
And to make Religion, in our Practice. 4 
i thing diſtinct from Virtue, and that can 
ub /1 without it, directly tends to the de- 
ſtruction of b9tb. This is likewiſe flatly 
repugnant to what St. Paul has aſſertedl, 
L that without Char ity, the moral, fecial, Cori. 
Virtue of Charity, J an nothing, and se 
. have no rational ground to hope for the 
5 Favour of Almighty Gov. —— 
: | Acai, If ſuch an inflexible adberence 
1 to the cauſe of Chriſtianity as the Text 
ſpeaks of, though it is of great uſe to the 
World, by ſetting before it an example of 
50 unſhaken Reſolution under the moſt griev- | 
1 . Aa 8 8 e 
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SYR x5. ous Sufferings in a good Cauſe ; 1 this, 15 


XV. 


there is not wniverſal Benevolence to Man- 


kind: What Advantage can be expected 
from a 6; ind Seal for the arr: av, 
and App endazes of Religion, which, in- 
ſtead of expcling 206 to Suffering: 8. bn den Rs 
us to make cthers ſufter, --- which racks _ 
and burns Hereticks, as, to the Scandal =: 


ſay, be 1n/ignficant and mat ailins, where 


Humanity and the Reproach of the Go pel, 1 


is practiſed by Religious Savages in the 


Church of Rome, --- or treats all opponents 
With ſcorn and an inſulting rudeneſs, 


| which, to the Dis grace of the Reforma- 


tion, is too often to be met with in Pro- 


teflent Churches? Such Behaviour as this, : 


Which 18 not only without Charity, but 


| tramplcs 44. Rules under foot, muſt be 


28 deſparaging | to the God and Father of 


Mercies, as it is infamous to the name ang 
character of a Chriſtian : Whoſe zeal 


| ſhould be diſcreet, fr endly, and peaccable, 


darm, but not violent ; rarneſt, but 


aot in and ten: dene 


IN as laſt hw we are niturally led, 


by the foregoing 8 diſcovric, to rem ark the 


. jute 1 
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intrinſ ick Excellence of the Chriſtian Reli- St RN. 
gion, and its rational and well grounded 
claim to peculiar Veneration and Honour. 
— The more any Syſtem of Religion 
Jeigliens and extends the principle of Cha- 
rity and generous Compailion, the more 
does it refs ne and dig nify Human nature; 
and the more it improves and fer fe 5 Hu- 
man nature, it muſt, of conſequence, be 
more worthy of Got. Upon which ac- _ 
count, the advocates for the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitution have 20 ly infiſted on the d. in 
, terefted and ſublime ſtrain, the amiable 
properties, the wnconfined and univerſal > 
influence, of that Scheme of Benevolence 
which it ſo carneſtly inculcates, as ſtrong 
preſumptive. marks of its truth and Divine 
| original; and have placed theſe things 
among the chief” recommendations of it 
(not excepting Miracles theniſclves) W 


every conſiderate and 1 ingenuous Mind. 


Bur experience teaches us, that there 5 
are no truths ſecure from miſcouſts utlim ; 
and which ignorance and minute Philofy- 
Pby, a curſory reflection, ſelLconceit, or 
. perverſeneſs of temper, will not object to. 
— — Natural Religion itſelf has not been 
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ſpared. --- And not only have the Doro: 
f Chriſtianity been repreſcntcd as roman-. 


tick and incredible, and its Affracles 


as 


impoſturcs, or, at beſt, as the creaturcs Gf 


fancy ; but its Morals, and cven its Rules 
of Charity, have alſo incurr'd a reproach- 


ful cenſure. have heretofore endea- 


- vour red to give a diſtinct and full anſwer 


to ſeveral objections that have been urged 


7 againſt the Goſpel on this very head. 


the firſt IE: a nble and much applauded 5 


5 Author, from its not having recommended 


= directly and by name private frie ndſhip, = 
and the love of our Country *; ; and others 
by + later Writer, reſpecting, particularly, . 
its precepts of forgiving Inftries, and lab 
ug Enemies, and charging m many of its 
[cules be ſides theſc with. bein Ju either 1rra- 
tional, or too ambegiſgit, and indeterini- 
nate f. And 1 per ſuade my! ſelf, that it 8 


cannot be thought a verdi ſt drgre iſ mn from 


my prefent fubj ect, if 1 now attempt to 


remove e difficulty „and (as it ſeems 
to me] the IP aaron I one that remains ; 


T5 PI, in. Vol. 1 


4+ Anſwer to Coriuen: th as. Ola a: 


the Creation, 
226— 230. 248— 255 5 N 7 ARSENS ; 


25 9. 


e 


e 


eſſence (Lil life of rel19107. 361 
to be obviated,--- in order to 90 complete S RM. 


juſtice to a noble and mfr tant branch ofů XV. 
Chqhriſtian Morality, and, upon /s Zoprok NS 


at leaſt, to Hence the mot Potion oy 
captious Infidel. 0. OO 
87. Paul has prope 07cd it to Chriſtians, 
as a pr oper rule of conduct, that vente, 
as they bad opportun; is, they! were ready 
to do g un⁰j, ALL NI :N, they ſhould 


EE. exerciſe a diſtingui fred. and peculiar Bene- 


volence to the Housnolp OF FAITH. 
— And from her cc 4 ſpecitils FER may . 
ariſe, which, to inſt nate itſelf the more 
caſily, may aſſume an air of r e ofaty, 7 
and freedom from narroto -Pr cjudices.. 

« To be beneficent | to all men (it may | 
=: *. 0 ſaid) is an evident dictate of: Nee: 
© ture; but what reaſon can be afſigned, 
= why. Chriſtians, * as Chr ilians, ſhould 
have the firſt and principal ſhare in our 
© affection > Does not this favour ſtrong- 
"IF of a Par ty-ſpirit * ? Can it be dan 
540 ON. 2; generous and ardent defire of the 1 
; e univerſal. Good? --- Bs he Profetlors | of 
« the Goſpel, indeed, are not command- 
od, by their Teachers, abſolutely to con- 
A. i ne their r Charity and Good-will to 


5 * thoſe EY 


Gal.vi. 10. 


— IT — 
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. © thoſe of their own religion: But is not 


- *< this the z7endency of the iuſtrudlion which 


1 80 they have received ?--- Will not an ex 
« hortation to 4% good ESPECIALLY 70 
« the houſhold of faith make us neglect = 
© offers, Whenever we barely i imagine that 
* they ſtand in competition: And as there 
2 ſcarce any cates, in which our incli- 
nations and peculiar attachments may 
te not caſily lead us to fancy ſuch a com- 
© petition ; is it not highly probable, in 
Sd conſequence of this exhortatica, that by 
degrees all, or the far greateſt part at 
: « leaſt, of our offices of Kindacſ and Hu- 
cc manity will be reſtrained and devoted 
to a particular favourite Sect ?? . 
To this I anſwer in general, That 
5 though 271 verſal Benevolence is the ori- 
55 8 and immutable Law of Nature, yet 
there ever bos ſubſiſted, and ever will ſub- 
e & (ference ol objects. Some will 


always be ore worthy of our regard than 


: others. The making a a! ifinfticn therefore 


Can, in 7 fe lf , be no 4% grace either to moral 
rules, or private characters. Nature has 
made a inge; ; and ſcarce 4 ſingle act: - 


of a rity. can be performed, where 5 
= ME 
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ral objects preſent themſelves, without, & N R M. 
upon a compariſon of caſes, preferrins XV. 
one, and rejecting another. If therefore it WW 
can be ſhewn, that there were good reaſons 
for that particular advice of St. Paul which 
I have undertaken to defend, this will ſuf- 
ficiently vindicate his character, and, to- 
gether with that, the honour of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, —- For, ſurely, a 700 partial 
and /imited affection can no more be the 
Jil. and neceſſary conſequence of a wiſe di- 
ſtinction propoſed by St. Paul, than it is 
of any other wiſe diſtinction, to which we 
are directed by. Nature itſelf. But to illu- 
| ftrate this point more fully, 
I would obſerve, in the rIxSHñ ah 
That the Apoſtle” 8 rule, if interpreted on 
his own principles (which 1 is undeniably 
| the beſt way of explaining it) muſt be 
founded on this maxim: © That the 
. higheſt degrees of Ss and Re- 
e ſþeF ought to be expreſſed to the wor- 
ee characters. The foundation is 
right and wnalterable, --- - But which (you 
wo.ill ſay) are to be reckoned the m/? worthy 
Characters? Thoſe, undoubtedly, that 
: Fre moſt eminem for virtue and real good- 


nt 5 


T, niver/al charity the 


neſs, and of conſequence the moſt amiable 
"Ind eff. 2\rt how does it appcar that 
this was St. Paul's meaning? lt is ſcarce 

Pp: ollible that he could me -an any thing elſe "EO 
Becaute, if the C. tian char acter be Juftly 


and confijtently maintained, it muſt, of ne- 


ceſſity, be of the utmoſt intrinſick Excel- 


N 1 nce, and wut lick Advantage. And it can- 
not be . that when foeeular marks 


of Eſicen: are appropriat ted to a particular 
charader, they were cver intended to be 


applied to thoſe who frain and Sy 
that Character. The conſtruction i 
Harſh and uinatural. 


Al. L Moral Writers, when they; would 
ſtate the difference of C/ Par aciers, and fix 


what is duc to cach, conſider them only 
as they ought 70 be, and not as they are. 
accidentally. cerrupted.. Now nothing is 


more plain than - - that even an 177 erin | 
degree of Virine is not the Ch; iſtian cha- 


racter duly. ſupported. Nothing is more 


certain, that n that Inmorality quite de- 


ſtroys the Chriſtian character; and that 


dic iges Chriſtians are, in the Scripture ſenſe 


of the phraſe, the haufhold of Faith, very 


little, if any thing g, more, than prof 72 5 
| | : | Þ Iyff. 
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tnfidets. So that according to all equitable Sr Ri. 
rules of interpretation, St. Paul's words, XV. 
if they are « confider d as a ffandins maxim nah Bans 
deſigned for off ages of the Church, can 
only be ſuppoſed to claim peculiar degrees 
of Benevolcnce as due to Chriſtians, when 
they act with propricty, and as their prin- 
ciples and pro ian require; i. e. when 
„ Hine as Lights in the World,--- when 
they are brigh t Examples of thoſe Virtues, 


Which are the ornament and e 1 5 
8 Society. 
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AND this account exactly correſponds 
with other parts of the Chriſtian ſcheme, 
which (when it can be) ought to be, 
ſtrict juſtice, ſo interpreted, as to CASES VV 1 
| harmonious, and conſiſten iewith atfelf Thor: 8 by | 

eherne ſuppoſes, that there are degrees of 5 i 
Moral Excellence; and that He will be the 
foundation of the Divine favour and re- 
Wards, and muſt, therefore, be the moſt 

. rational ground of our eſteem and affection 
for « ca ach Other. The mere name of a Chri- 
ſtian, Where the refined ſpirit and exccl- 
Int temper of a Chriſtian are not at all 
| cultivated, has no manner of pretence Y 
| to peculiar honour from Ged, nor, of 


 courle, 
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S ERM. Courſe, any juſt title to eminent reſpect 


AV. 


from nen: Nor docs it agree with the 
fundamental and indiſputable principles 


of the Goſpel, to imagine bis to have 
been St. Paus intention. But if the Chri- 
ſtian character was really adorned with 
thoſe rare Virtues, which naturally bel ons 
10 it, and of which, as they are "eſſential i 
ingredients, the Apoſtle could not ſuppoſe 
it to be de eftitute ; the rule preſcribed by 
him muſt then appear to be not only 5 
plain and direct conſequence „ 
general doctrine of the Religion of Chriſt, e 
but to be a dictate of reaſon 10. If, and to 
coincide with 2e law , Nature; ſince it 
only claims that regard, which is ſtrictiy | 
and unalterably due, to 2 noular and di- 
ſinguiſbed merit. --- - We may indeed add 


do this, that in every caſe, where Moral 


— qualities and all other circumſtances are 
but barely equal, a man's being believed to 


be a fincere Chriſtian mult give him with 
another, who is alſo a ſincere Chriſtian, . 
aan ( pecial title to Benevolence and Friend- _ 
: ſhip: For when nothing comes in com- 
petition — but the being cmbarqued 5 
the Jane cauſe, , which i is belicred to be 


as; 
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the cauſe of truth and ichiboalnefs „ and 8 RM. 
the eſpouſing an oppoſibe intereſt, appre- XV. 

hended to be prejudicial to truth and T 
rightcouſneſs, --- he that is ſuppoſed to be 
fmcerely on the fide of truth and right muſt 

always be preferred, for the /ame reaſons, 
for which z7ruth and right themſeFoes de- 
ſerve to be prefe rred ; aol any other con- 
duct would be a manifeſt co frunding the 
di fe rent natures of things. ; 
Tus much ſhall fille for the ral 
| conſideration of the Subject. I ſhall only 
obſerve farther, that there were ſome rea- 
ſons in a great meaſure peculiar to the 
Jirſt ages of Chriſtianity, that render'd the 
Apoſtle's 8 advice, which is now the _ 
ject of our Inquiry, highly expedient, i 
not abſolutely neceſſary. Theſe reaſons may 5 
all be reduced under this one head, --— 
That Chriſtians were then forced to be 
*, a kind of 4% iftintt Society from the reſt 
« of Mankind, and were deſpiſed and 
« per ſecuted by all the World.” --- The 
chf. effions, which they groaned under, 
Were a motive fufcient to excite a ſtrong 
ſenſe of compaſſion, in cvery generous 
wy breaſt, And their r being pprefed. for con- 


Jerence _ 
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ference fake was a particular, and moſt 


HOrcihle, recommendation of their caſe to 


11 the friends of Virtue, to all the lovers 


of liberty, to all who were concerned for 
the mmmunities and rights of Conſcience, 


though they were profeſſors of a different 
Religion; and muſt have pleaded for a 


larger ſhare of Pity and Benevolence, 


th would be thought neceſſary to be 


allowed to Common . oboe of. diſtreſs. 


Surely then their Hh; ehren, who conſi- 


dered them not only as unreaſonably | in- 
ſulted and hardly treated on account of 
their integrity, but as ſuffering for the 
Feng of God, and the maintenance of bis 
truth, and, conſequently, for the good of 
Mankind ; their Brethren, I ay, inſpired 
and animated by ſuch ſentiments as theſc, 
muſt have been much more inclined 3 
kr omall the motives of religion -- and juſtice 


* and regard to eminent merit --- to ſhew 


them anconmon favour, If they honoured 

che cauſe in which they ſuffer ed, they were 

obliged, in a proportionable degree, to love 

and . the Sufferers. — — Beſides, their 

being mutually involved in the ſame per- 

5 ſecutions had a direct tendency to endear 
= them . 
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mutt not only have been dütreed on all 
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formidable. 75 poſition, would, in all prob. 
bility, have been. /oaily fſapprehed. Upon 
which accounts, nothin g Conld be more 


ſuitab le ty the char 3 22 , A. N CrFeumltantos 


af- Chriſtians in Þole days, than, at the 


ſame time that they carcfully cult vated 


* 


Chriltians 


MINT erfal C harity to devote, in an ec la „ 


1. unner, thieir Beacvolcnce alid Services to 
chi 2 tuft. bold. 7 Fa {Þ.- ——— - And Th 1-- 1 tiic mol 
exte nice VIEW of the rule, as preſcribe: 1 


8 hriſtians in | every 0 1 | ve dy 


* 


the 2\W n th it. 
what „gl. 1275 teaches, 11 11 tf. un . 4 ON 
"x: principle, that mult. dsds Got. 
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Thus weſce, von the wi hole, the per- 
tection 0 F 1 Hriſti. Ii B. Revolen oy 8 well a5 


„i el in Order 


the indifnen ble „ee 61 


49 conſtizute a truly 7 0 700 and neligious 
- Characker. Let therefs re, as the : holy / po- 


1 e 9 7 
{tlc ae e oil oo TH Li- * br » dens 7 


99 v. Let us neter luffer this tranſcen 


dent and illuſtri 10118 Vart wc 10 be raged, 01 


| WER. wened ; hut ie all the P roONer means to 
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«fronts to be capital crimes ; and recom- 
. mends it as a point of bonour (as fan- ; 

3 75  taſtick and ridiculous indeed, as it is i 


Vor. II. Cc Fe 1 | 
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. PIjei107028 to thirſt for blood, to add 


to the number of diſconſolate Widows 
and helpleſs Orphans, and for private 


Subjects to redrets their own grievances, 


and both to judge and puniſh. offend- 


ers, againſt the fundamental Laws of 
all regular Socictics.“ 


Zi T us change the example once 


more, and ſuppoſc it to be the C. harafer 


of this fame age, © To ſpeak of the 79- 


- 


oi 


cc. 


tc 


RI 7 


40 


tonal Principle 113 Man in terins of 


INE” 


very great regard and diſtiz&icm, to 


be fond, both in their diſcourſes and 
writings, to zug ify its dignity, to ex- 
patiute on its hich original, its noble 
properties, and ſuperior excellence above 
the animal and ſenſiti ive Nature; as 


. Emp! oyments are more ſublime 


and honourable, and its Plcaſures more 


ſolid, generous, and 12 ling.“ — The 


ge, of which this is a juſt e 


muſt ſuure! y Hliſſih and be confounded, un 
less it has utterly cxtinguithed every mo- 
deſt and ing geimous, umpreſſion; if. with 


all _— cxalt d. ſpeculations, and mMagni- 


free? 


encomiums, on the privileges and 


1 as of Reaſon, - Sb 8 It gives way 


. xe to 


6 


e 
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e toa fall effeminate gatety, and is aban- 
„ doned to luxury and leidrrofs ; which 
* obſcure the Vet, and deſtroy the 772- 
cc 


fluence, of Reaj9n, and allow to Scaje, 


e mand. 
ALL theſe are obvious truths, where 
there are the leaſt remains of f-datc- 


= neſs, and impartial thought, But, indecd, 


if we vurlelves are 97 e balyuted, our 
8 Kſ-love and partiality ! 1 our Own fa- 
vour, joined with the force of bad Ha- 


3 
M 


31 
” NXVL 


; and br ual Afr {ite, the ſupre me com- 


bite, may very much biuſs and darken 
our judgment, Let us tl! ercfore, in 1019-- 
gination, ſubſtitute ſome. upright judges, : 


who are entirely gut of the feene of cor 


| rufplion, and let the! 1 be told, that the 
were a People, entiah ts ned Th all he A 


as this age has been 7 55 ited, ere I 
belicve imagines. Heli, t to be, ' Who 


«c 
= 
e the honow rable. of inicn which th. y ex- 
preſſed. of his Perfections and Provi- 


6 
= 


( 


notwithſtanding their 711 reaſnings 
concerning the Nature of Go, and 


dene, neither reverenced. his foverci; «n. 
«c P ower | and Orcatneſo, nor | rendered | 


165. him. that lade, e ation, and grati- 


E c : e Sues 


cc 


The pecrliar infamy of vice 


trad”, which are due to his abſolute ind 
: under Ooodiets neither imitated his 
example, nor were ſolicitous about ſe- 
curing his Favor, nor afraid of incur- 


ring his Drfþleaſure ; and who, though 
they acknowledged the immutable obli- 


gations of juſtice and fidelity, and not- 


withitanding their ſeemingly difinte- 


roſted and generous lectures of benen- 
lencr, ſerupled not the wislence of the 


adultercr, nor the blaſting diy gin inno- 
cence, and robbing it of its purity and 


Honour nor were MI 1: by the wants 


© of C p. dor, and the hi 855 of the af- 
flicted and di ſconſolate ” If, I fay, - 


impartial judges, who had ne ever been 


irre 's to any exampl 'F of ſuch unna- 
tural and ſurpr iz ing inconſiſtency, were 
to be told, that a people, who valued _ 


themſclves on their exact knowledge of 


religion and morality, acted ſo ſeandakus 


o int indece "at a part: They muſt think it 
ſcarce credible, and would be led to ſuſ- 


pect that it was ex vely aggravated ; 


either to vilify Human Nature itſelf, or - 
c by national prejudices, by the ſplecn of Z 


Parties, or Private malice, 


Sur 


in enlightened and polite age. 

SHOULD it be ſaid, that the caſe, 
which I have put, is really ſtrained, and 
heightened by 750 ſtrong colours, becauſe 
there never was any nation of men ſo i- 


: ver/ally deprav' 4.— 1 anſwer, that as it is 
Poſſible, in the nature of the thing itſelt, 


= ſuch degeneracy and flagrant corrup- 


tion of manners. may be /i“, from 


: the ſame Ca auſes through which it hap- 


Pe ens in 4 gl. W it cannot be 
: improper to repreſent the caſe, even though | 
it never actually happen' d, in order to diſ— 
play the general argument, which I am 
now purſuing, ma more clear and lian ly 
view. Beſides, we may fairly draw this 
concluſion from it, which 15 dircctly to 


our preſent purpoſe : That --- as vice can- 
not be infamors when it 1s d /al, un- 


lets it be ſo likewiſe in ever; * ticular - 
x example of it — cs wa in propertion to 
the number of inſtance: as well as o 

the degree of exceſs, in "whack it pre- 


5 vails, it muſt bring ſhane and diferace 


Os along with it; and ought therefore, in 
every ſhape, to be avoided with A- Se. 
nerous indignation and contempt, and to 


5 be bamſt 4 out of all Nations, where 
| 5 Cc 0 : e any 


e [ 
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any kn;aledre of rcligion, any ſenſe of vir-- 
tue and morality, and the outward 40 
[earances of civility are retain'd. 

I know not %% %ũ it happens, but % T4 
” ally 1s in theſe parts of the World, that 
with refineme nts of {ng dre, there have 
advanc' U, almoſt in equal degrees, refine- 
ments 1 _/xury. The poo; Eteathens, fol. 
lowing, « l griddnce ol nature, 


being ud and 7ntauglt in this. as well as 
other arts of lite, wore. contented. Will 

Wat the © necefſiics of Nature required: 5 
And for tits, we have though t fit to call 


17 
| 
HL SAN AGES | And yet, tor a much 


wr ſe. Et on duck 1 11 my opinion, 7. C. for . N= 


bing nw Nat of 5 Sraliſ ine the an- 
1a! 1 the Prejuane e and di ſhonour | 
C1 le rol onal, NEW-WAvs of en/eebling the 
Be wt 


And ö 


treit and vigour of the mind, of n= 


Ne patlions, and. 77 „ine AWAY 
ar in emp: * oſtentation, we [tile DUTY = 
foros 8 1230 l T 1 Where eas, tr uth, 


übe Jorms of P lei arc caps ICIQUE 


| . * 25 
aue, t 


and variable; 3 and then only is it a am. 
1 ny valuable /n ancy, when Hu- 
man 1.4 ture dell” 1s Pld: when the 
ul 18 d from alt Hab of wick ccd 


ne elo. | 


1 750 47 enlightened and polite age. 391 
== nels, and adorn'd with good ditpoiitions, 8 RM. 
and thc appetites are kept na regular : XVI. 
ſtate of ſubjcction. So that a life ſpent in e 
wantonneſs and luxury and giving a looſe 
to ſenſual inclinations, is fo far from be- 
ing the natural dictate of 20, and a 
ed unde Pending, that it is a /canda/gus 
| irregularity, | for which gnorauce is the | 
| be/l and only e cuſe ; and ought to be %. 2 
for d to thoſe ba; barons nations (if there * 
arc any ſuch) who, for want of better in- 
ſtruction, have no hope of 71m; tality, no 
idea of intellectual ah 22 al pleaſures, E 
nor of any thing higher than ſenſe and = 
animal gratifications. --- And thus it 5 ” 
. — 
| 


7 4 8 * 2 - - - - - 
— —ͤ—— —— ——— ̃ ¶——— ES — e — 


pears, upon the whole, that the knmo- 
edle and yr acbice of religion are in „- 
fon, and comm1 decency, Infcparably con 
nected; and that " we pre etend to an - © Ob. 
 lightened mind, and right. ſentiments of 74> 
virtue and picty, and purſuc at the ſame | 

time, immoral and liceutions. courles, we | LS 
are not only more criminal, by ut much : OO | 1 
more def prcable, if our pretence be juſt | 


5 5 8 than either the : i, without 5 9 5 
* Knol dge---- or the ignorant without V 
4 


. 
 _ 
1 
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LET us then anſwer the character 
which we aſfume, and fbew ourſelves to 

be, indeed, 9 of Lion, by a 
conduct that will bear the light of rea- 
ſon, by actions, as well as principles, that 
will appt ove TP to be righ f, upon a 4 
cool and unbie e 'd examination, Let us 
ſhow that our notion of Morality are really 
. refined, by an cxeng Bary propriety and 
flriftneſs of behavioar ; ; and by excelling 
_ elpectally in thoſe virtues which are the 
moſt ornamental parts of the Moral and 6 


_ Chriſtian character — That we may 2 


be Belie ders, and c. wilized perſons, merely | 
in ſpeculation and profefſion ; but appear 
.- UE Tf +, and Barbarigus, in our prac- 
tiec. Let us er, — That ve under 
aud our relation to the Suprome Being, 
ind have. a becoming ſenſe of Jus infinite 
5 excellencies ; by an inward, humble, and 
= affection ate veneration and eſteem of him, 


a calm and abſolute ſubmiſſion to his Pro N 


idence, and all the juſt cxpreſſions of a | 
= genuine and unaffected piety ----- That 
we unde! Hand our relation to the reſt. of 


a7 ankind ; by an uninterrupted courſe ß 
bre Mtv, . truth, gone ality, and mercy === „ 
. Tust : 


in an enlighten d and polite age. 


That we anderſtand the true value of SERM. 


Human Nature; by doing nothing that 


will ecliple and dcbaſe its dgniey, - by * 
avoiding the mean and ſordid purſuits of | 
avarice, every excels of the inferior ap- 


petites, and all unmanly plenſurcs. In a 


word, Let us ſhew, that we believe the 


XVI. 


reaſonableneſs of Religion, by FO forming 


do the rules of it; and not be ſo ſt: range- 
8 ly abſurd as to recommend, and plead for, 
a rational Religion, | Which we do not 


think it fit for us to yr ache. For by 


this means, the name of Reaſen is ren- 


der'd frightful. to the weak and injudi- N 


cious; and the name of Piety is 7 idicul YE 


-” by the Libertine. — But then ſhall we be 5 
able, with 4 gad 9 grace, to defend. the 
cauſe of religion by our arguments, when 


we adorn it by our example. We ſhall filence 

the clamours of the ignorant, and ſoften 

the pr ejudices of the vitious. We ſhall _ 
be applauded by ourſelves, and eſteemed by 


others. We ſhall be ſupported under the : 
various exigencies of life, and fortiied — 
againſt the zerrors of death. For if we 


maintain our character with ſuch en. 


: ſiftency and bonour, we may, with LE: 
7. rene e 


10 
0 
ö 


8ER M. 


Eternal God, appearing in ſupreme glory 


Roni. tt; 


5. 


. 


8 ing to his roill, Shall be beaten with MANY 5 


The peculiar infamy, &. 
rene and undaunted confidence, look for- 
ward to that awful day, in which the 


and majeſty, will equzrably decide the fate 
of all Mankind, and render to ever V ONE 
according 70 bs deeds. When. they, who 
have made a ſuitable improveme ent of the 
| IU and advantaves which they here en- 


JOY” „ all be crown '4 with g hv, | ond. . 
f Our, 61 immortality ; - but that . 


| vant, 2 5 who | * r his Lord's all, and 2 
pre fare not himſelf, neither did accord. 


liber. 
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